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On Oct. 18-24th, the Center for India-China Studies at O.P. Jindal Global University 
(CICS at JGU) celebrated its fifth anniversary with a week long series of dynamic 
academic and cultural events that included an India-China Art Exhibition, Artists 
Dialogue and Workshop, Ambassadors’ Panel Discussion on India-China Future 
Relationship, Cross-Culture Dialogue on Gender Equality in India and China and 
a diverse range of public lectures by distinguished experts on various topics.  
These events were attended by more than 1000 students and faculty.

The Center for India-China Studies, established in October 2014 by JGLS 
faculty and Executive Director Prof. Wenjuan Zhang, was the first country 
focused research center established at the University, and probably the first 
Indian research institute on India-China studies led by a Chinese national.  This 
remarkable institutional building efforts is the reflection of the Founding Vice 
Chancellor of JGU for his vision of a truly global university. 
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Hon’ble Sun Weidong, China’s Ambassador to India delivered the keynote 
address at the opening ceremony of the Centre’s anniversary celebrations, 
released the CICS Report and watched the video of the five years journey of CICS 
together with Prof. C. Raj Kumar, founding Vice Chancellor of JGU and other JGU 
faculty and students.  The Ambassador emphasized the importance of building 
people-to-people contact between the two countries, especially through 
knowledge platforms such as universities.  He said he was very impressive at 
the achievements that CICS has realised in the last five years in bridging the gap 
between the two big neighbors. 

The Ambassador also shared the news of a high level delegation meeting 
between India and China and the possibility of mutual degree recognition. “A high 
level delegation from the Indian Ministry of Human Resource and Development 
went to China and met the senior officials of the Ministry of Education to have 
the first meeting of a joint working group. The two sides reached consensus 
on the various ways in the education field including discussing the details 
of mutual degrees’ recognition agreement between both countries which 
will surely benefit more students to study at each other's countries after the 
signature of the agreement.”
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To help jointly achieve world class institutions in India and China, the 
Ambassador also mooted the idea of establishing India-China centers at 
various universities in both countries. “The universities of the two countries 
should consider the establishment of a China-India University Alliance so that 
we can all share advantages, have joint exchanges and research programmes 
and work together for a better education outcome which will benefit our 
faculties and students by improving teaching quality and help achieve world 
class level universities.”

Prof. C. Raj Kumar said that the establishment of the Centre was a historic 
moment at JGU. CICS was established with five broad objectives that formed the 
founding vision and mission of the Centre: first, to develop a strong intellectual 
presence of China in India that goes beyond students exchange amongst 
the higher education institutions; second, to build substantive partnerships 
between JGU and the leading universities of China that will enable faculty and 
students from India and China to interact and engage with each other; third, to 
enable comparative research between China and India to inculcate an informed 
and nuanced understanding of the complexity of both the societies; fourth, to 
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provide an intellectual platform and a policy forum that will host conferences, 
lectures, seminars, workshops, conduct research projects and promote other 
such initiatives that will bring together Chinese and Indian academic and 
policy institutions; fifth, to bring together all relevant stakeholders in both 
the countries with a view towards building trust and promote a deeper 
engagement through a dialogue among all key actors. This includes, but is 
not limited to, government representatives, corporate and business sectors, 
media, NGOs and civil society, and various other professionals.
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Prof. Wenjuan Zhang, Founding Director, said that the primary reason she came 
to India was because she was curious as to how India, with more than one billion 
people, same as in China, manages the social transformation and economic 
development in a political system very different from China.  After her arrival 
in India she was surprised by the lack of intellectual exchange between India 
and China.  In academia, there seemed to be much focus on border & security 
issues and international diplomacy but other areas such as law, governance 
and development was found lacking in nuanced, comparative and contextual 
studies.  In the last five years, CICS has helped JGU establish formal collaboration 
with 23 Chinese universities and research institutes.  Various academic and 
policy forums have been created such as talk, seminars, forums, dialogues, 
joint research and joint publications. Zhang has perceived an ambitious vision 
for building CICS as one of the most influential and transformative platforms 
for India-China engagement and comparative studies. 

On October 23, the Ambassador’s Panel Discussion on the Future Relationship 
of India-China was chaired by Dr. Mohan Kumar, Professor and Vice Dean, Jindal 
School of International Affaires and former Ambassador of India to France and 
attended by three distinguished former Ambassadors who have studied and 
followed Chinese language and culture. Ambassador Vijay Nambiar, Former 
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Ambassador/High Commissioner of India to Algiers, Afghanistan, Malaysia, 
China and Pakistan, and also a permanent representative at India's UN Mission 
in New York shared his insightful observation about India-China relationship 
from early 1970s to 1987 and his post as Indian Ambassador to India in 
1996-2000. Mr. Anil Wadhwa, former Ambassador of India to Italy, Poland, 
Oman and Thailand, and former Secretary (East) Ministry of External Affairs 
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shared his perspective toward India-China relationship from an economic 
perspective.  Mr. Suresh Goel, Distinguished Fellow, Society for Policy Studies 
and former Ambassador of India to Lao People's Democratic Republic also 
shared his cultural perspective.  The discussion encapsulated the speakers’ 
experience as insiders, policy makers and on-site participants to the dynamic 
and tumultuous relationship between India and China from 1950s till now, 
with some stipulations on the anticipated future policies that are directed 
towards managing our differences.  
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Dr. Bao Jiqing, Research Fellow, South Asia Center, International Research Institution 
of Tsinghua University also delivered an informative lecture on October 24 about 
China’s attempts to reduce illiteracy through various well-implemented government 
policies and civil society initiatives such as increasing budget in education, simplifying 
written Chinese, Hope Initiative toward rural poor kids especially girls. In her active 
discussions with the students and faculty, Dr. Bao showcased how Chinese literacy 
has increased from 20% in 1950s to nearly 98% at present.
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Between Oct 19-24, nine artists from India and China participated in an artist 
dialogue and art exhibition held in Delhi and on campus. Mr. WANG Hao, a 
distinguished Chinese Artist was in high praise of the intense interaction 
organized between Indian and Chinese artists.  He said that even though he 
has exhibited in several countries, this was the first time he was able to interact 
so deeply with artists from the other culture. He said he learned a lot from the 
Indian artists about the creative combination of expression, colour and spirit.  
Qamar Dagar, a Delhi based calligraphy artist, also said that her experience at 
the exhibition and dialogue enabled her to understand the philosophy behind 
the Chinese calligraphy better.
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During the Cross-cultural Dialogue on Gender Equality, participants from 
international companies such as Alibaba, Billion Broadcaster and Indo-
Chinese cross-cultural families discussed and debated on several interesting 
questions, such as forming the guiding principles in a cross-culture family, the 
expectations attached to the role of daughters and their education, whether 
gender equality and women empowerment in such social arrangements are 
the same thing, if  a society at peace was a society in justice (low divorce rate in 
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India v. high divorce rate in China), would and how could domestic labour be 
counted as “work”,  what are the implications of AI on the definition of gender 
roles within and beyond family.
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Apart from these intellectual engagements, there were also a number of cultural 
events that took place during the celebration week which was attended by 
many students, faculty and their families from the community. The audience 
was enthralled by a classical instrumental performance by Ms. Nie Hui who was 
a distinguished Chinese artists, Chinese Yue Opera, and Chinese songs sung by 
the choirs from JNU and Delhi University students.  They were also introduced 
to other aspects of everyday Chinese life by a Chinese costume show brought 
together by the Sino-Women Federation and a Taiji and Calligraphy Show and 
ended with a fun filled Bollywood dance performance by panda-dancers. In 
addition to this, the community was also treated to authentic Chinese food 
by Chef from Pin Juxuan on campus as well as snacks, tea and coffee from 
Chinese local ethnic community of Yunnan which were brought to the JGU 
campus by the Yunnan Provincial Bureau of Commerce.  Several Chinese 
companies - ANGEL Group, Billion Broadcaster, Uni-Top Lines & OPPLE lighting 
- also contributed gifts and other resources to enrich the culture programs on 
campus.
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JGU also lifting the Chinese flag to welcome the Chinese delegation led by 
Ambassador Sun and Dr. Bao.  A Bodhi Tree for the long lasting India-China 
friendship was planted. 
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