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   ABSTRACT 

Radhika Iyengar is the Director of Education and a Research Scholar at the Center 
for Sustainable Development of Columbia University's Earth Institute. She leads 
the Education for Sustainable Development initiatives and promotes 
international development for education as a practitioner, researcher, teacher, 
and manager. Her research interests consist of conducting evaluations of 
educational programs and international educational development. In addition to 
directing education initiatives at the Center and conducting �eldwork in over 10 
countries, she contributes to the scienti�c community, focusing on international 
educational development. She is the Chair of the Environmental and Sustainability Special 
Interest Group at the Comparative International Education Society. . Her latest publication is - Education as the path to a sustainable 
recovery from COVID-19 in PROSPECTS. She received the Distinguished Early Career Award from Teachers College, Columbia 
University for her service to the �eld of international education development in 2020. She received a distinction from Teachers 
College, Columbia University for her PhD dissertation, Social capital as a determinant of schooling in rural India: A mixed methods 
study. She received her Master's degree in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics, India. 

Contextual and social realities must be built into any educational program for activism to take place. This case study examines an 
education and environment program which has adapted to the social distancing measures of COVID-19, resulting in an even more 
community-reliant and community-driven program than the program designers initially intended. The Eco Ambassador Program 
uses environmental activism within a space that supports mental health during COVID-19 social isolation. While community 
engagement and action have been elements of the program, the program has transformed to utilize new levels of social capital in the 
program's network, to overcome the obstacles presented in regular programming. Many aspects of the critical pedagogy of space are 
utilized to conceptualize this educational program during the pandemic. The limitations of in-person interactions in de�ned learning 
spaces led to more technology-reliant programming, hence broadening the space of place-based learning, while enabling personal 
spaces and personal environments to become new learning spaces.
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