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Synopsis of the Talk

 

Ambassador Arora accepted the honour to deliver a public address to the students

of O.P. Jindal Global University and spoke in depth about the Major Challenges in

the Middle East and its Implications for India. The interaction was held in the

Chatam House Rules of Procedure and deliberated by Ambassador Mohan Kumar.

The initial remarks were given by the Director of the Centre for Middle East

Studies, Dr. Abdul Fatah Ammourah on the basic challenges that will be

fundamental in shaping the Middle East. 

 

Mr. Sanjeev Arora commenced the lecture by mentioning the importance of the

gulf region for India as a developing economy. India needs to invest more in terms

of political and diplomatic clout in a region that has such a wide role in the

determinants of its diaspora as well as energy politics. Furthermore, he dissected

the multi-layered conflict by giving a brief insight on violent variables that have

huge impacts on regional peace. He included the anti-establishment revolutions in

Egypt, the economic blockade against Qatar, the Iran-US standoff as well as the

unilateral withdrawal of US from JCPOA. He spoke of “A Tale of Two Cities”- the

Arab spring uprisings instead of ushering a spring of hope as was expected turned

most parts of the region into a winter of despair. Additionally, he mentioned the

Syrian- humanitarian crisis as an unprecedented one and the refugee question

which has exported the crisis in the Middle East to the rest of Europe and will

continue to be a defining challenge in the future too. 

 

The violence unleashed by various parties, be it state or non-state actors and its

major implications are faced not just by the super-powers like US but also by other

nation-states across the world. Something, that Ambassador Arora believes will be

on the defining horizons for Middle Eastern politics and its subsequent

implications for India.


