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Greetings...
In this edition, we are happy to present you an interview with Richard Javad
Heydarian, an Asia-based academic and policy adviser, currently a Professorial
Chairholder in Geopolitics at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines. Since
its inception in 2016, the core objective of NKCSEAS has been bridging Southeast
Asia with the rest of the world through teaching, research and publication. We
would like to thank our readers around the world for sharing your invaluable
comments on our previous newsletters, and we look forward to receiving them in
the future including from institutions and organizations interested in establishing a
partnership with us.

Sincerely,
Team NKCSEAS

JUNE-JULY GALLERY In This Issue

Picture Courtesy: Economics Times



With the passage of the new Coast Guard Law by China, and the Whitsun Reef issue in April 2021,
what are Philippines’ plans to counter China’s gray zone tactics?

I think the impact of the new Coast Guard Law goes beyond the South China Sea and the claimant
states. It affects other countries also like Japan considering the Senkaku/Diaoyu dispute. So, that is
why we saw quite robust criticism from the Japanese foreign ministry and top officials during the
QUAD Summit this year, and other related multilateral events. This is a threat to claimants and
China’s maritime rivals and territorial rivals across the East and South China Sea, or the so-called
First Island Chain.

Now, what we have been seeing over the past few years is that China has moved ahead in terms of its
domination strategy in the South China Sea, and to a lesser degree in the East China Sea, by going
through four different phases. The first phase was the establishment of administrative districts; we
saw the Sansha city administration being established as early as 2012, and then the second stage was
creating the geological conditions for that.

S O U T H  C H I N A  S E A  D I S P U T E :  A  D I S C U S S I O N
W I T H  D R .  R I C H A R D  H E Y D A R I A N
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Sanjana Dhar, Research Analyst at CSEAS, interviewed Dr. Richard Javad Heydarian, an Asia-
based academic and policy adviser, and currently a Professorial Chairholder in Geopolitics at the
Polytechnic University of the Philippines. He has delivered lectures at the world’s leading universities,
including Harvard, Stanford, and Columbia universities, and previously was a Visiting Fellow at
National Chengchi University (Taiwan), and an Assistant Professor in political science at De La
Salle University.
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So, that is where we saw the massive reclamation activities, from the Woody Islands and the Paracels in
the north, all the way to the Spratleys in the center, in the southern portions of the South China Sea,
which makes the second phase. The third phase was rapid militarisation of these artificially created
islands, where now we see 3km long airstrips established in the Fiery Cross, and other major Chinese
networks of military facilities and bases in the area.

Now, I think the fourth phase for China is what I call the ‘militiazation strategy’; so, China is now
increasingly relying on the militia forces to swarm, intimidate and to disrupt the patrols and access of
other countries to disputed land features in the area. So, we are already in the fourth, dangerous phase
and of course the fifth phase would be the prospect of China imposing an Air-Identification Zone in
the area and essentially creating an exclusion zone and preventing the military, but potentially also
civilian forces from other claimant states from passing through the area unless they get China’s
permission, thus forcing other countries to accept Chinese-established facts on the ground. We are not
there yet, but I think we are in the militiazation phase, and this is where is the Coast Guard Law is
relevant, because it still shows that China does not want to put the PLA Navy front and center in terms
of its domination strategy, it is still sticking with the so-called ‘cabbage strategy’, where paramilitary
forces are at the very front of a multilayered offensive strategy, with the coast guard and naval forces
hovering just over the horizon.

However, now it is strengthening the middle portion of the cabbage strategy which is the Coast Guard.
So, now there are gigantic Chinese coast guard vessels. Well-armed vessels roaming across the South
China Sea, and they are there to provide just over the horizon support and in some cases even directly
intervene when other claimant states’ coast guard vessels try to apprehend or pushback against China’s
militia-cum-fisherman forces operating in the area illegally or intimidating their positions in the area
aggressively. So, that is where the Chinese Coast Guard Law is very important because it reinforces the
role of the Chinese coast guard in effectuating this militiazation strategy, but it just comes short of
China using the PLA Navy. However, let’s not forget that China’s coast guard has recently been
integrated into the PLA Navy, so in a way it is an extension of China’s gray haul or the armed forces,
yet it is literally, and to a certain degree technically, still a white haul character. So, this is where I think
it becomes very worrying and we have seen in recent months or years that other countries are trying
to respond to this gray zone strategy of China, namely the growing reliance on militia forces and coast
guard forces to intimidate other claimant states and to, accordingly, enforce China’s claims in the area,
in an increasingly coercive way – but, then again, just short of triggering open conflict.

As for the strategy of Southeast Asian countries: it’s multifarious. For instance, Vietnam is developing
its own counterpart version of that, meaning developing its own “people’s war at the sea” strategy, or it
also uses its own militia forces in addition to its Coast Guard forces and Armed forces. In the
Philippines, there was a suggestion under the Aquino administration to move towards that direction,
but that was vetoed for good reasons because there was precisely this fear that if you get paramilitary
or non-professional forces involved in the disputes, it could get out of control – and China enjoys
absolute escalation dominance.But the option for the Philippines is to really build on its Coast Guard
Forces and it's getting a lot of support from Japan and other major powers on that front, including
joint exercises with the US Coast Guard. Philippines got close to a dozen multi-role vessels from Japan,
it has ordered new advanced patrol vessels from Japan, and it's soliciting support right and left,
including from American Coast Guard to develop the Philippines’ ability to have minimum domain
awareness and minimum deterrence capability within its waters.
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In addition to that, the Philippines is also working on developing and modernizing its air force and naval
capabilities. These are the branches of the Philippine Armed Forces that for quite a long time have been
neglected because of the war in Mindanao and domestic insurgencies. We're talking about almost half a
century of domestic insurgency in the Philippines. So, the Philippines is shifting its national security
strategy and outlook, and it has to a certain degree succeeded. It's now in the second phase of its three-
phase modernization program, which started in 2011, but much has to be done. 

At the same time, the Philippines is trying to also get support from its allies, especially Americans, after
the Reed Bank incident in 2019, when a suspected Chinese militia vessel, rammed into and sunk a
Philippine vessel: almost 22 Filipino fishermen were killed and this was in the Reed Bank area, which is a
very resource rich area well within the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone and continental shelf. The
Philippines has been trying to develop energy resources in the air, but it has been facing harassment
from the Chinese and the Chinese have been putting pressure in the Philippines to go with joint
development schemes in the area. That is not worked to a certain degree, but China’s harassment
continues in that area, which falls well within the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone and overlaps
with China’s 9 dash line, which of course was nullified and patently invalidated by the 2016 Arbitral
Tribunal Award under the UNCLOS. 

And helps is coming. Since 2016, we have had two American administrations, the Trump administration
and the Biden administration discussing possibilities for the Philippines and the US to revamp and tweak
the guidelines of their Mutual Defense Treaty, but also the implementation of other corollary
agreements, particularly the VFA and the EDCA agreement, in ways that will allow the two century-old
allies to optimize their interoperability and joint responses to China's gray zone harassment. But now
things are not moving as fast as they should, as you may know very well, President Duterte is yet to
restore the Visiting Forces Agreement and since February last year, the status of the Visiting Forces
Agreement hasbeen up in the air. 

But the more important agreement is the enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement because that was
purposefully designed to help the Philippines to get maximum American rotational presence on its soil,
especially in key bases like Basa and Bautista air bases, which are very close to the disputed land features
in the South China Sea. So, the EDCA was supposed to be the ultimate springboard for the Philippines to
enhance its minimum deterrence capability against China, and part of that was bringing more American
propositioned weaponries, and rotational American military access to strategically located bases to deter
the Chinese, or at least given Americans forward deployment capacity to intervene in the South China
Sea in event of contingencies.

Because the problem is China’s escalation domination: that there's always a risk that if you try to push
back against China’s militia forces, that the Chinese Coast Guard forces can get involved, and from there
it could escalate, and the Chinese PLA Navy could get involved. So, there's no way to guarantee that any
pushback in China's gray zone strategies will be just confined to a coast guard to coast guard or coast
guard to militia level, since it could very much escalate to the level of naval confrontation. That is why it's
very important for the Philippines to know that it can rely on Americans for contingency interventions,
and both the Trump and Biden administrations have made it clear that the Mutual Defense Treaty
applies to such events, including gray zone threats in the South China Sea from a third party.
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But, unlike the Obama days, the reluctance is now coming from the part of President Duterte and not on
the part of the US. Let's see what happens after President Duterte steps down, since I suspect we will
have a more ‘centrist’ president next year, who is neither beholden to China (a la Duterte) nor too
enamored with the US, as in past Filipino presidents.

In light of the recent Malaysian airspace breach incident and Indonesia’s spat with China over the
Natuna Islands last year, is there a change in their approach towards dealing with China over dispute?

Historically, Malaysia was quite acquiescent vis-a-vis China when it comes to the South China Sea
disputes, so it kept a quiet diplomacy towards China, but that dramatically changed under Prime
Minister Mahathir following the 2018 shock elections which dislodged the UMNO ruling coalition after
60 years in power. So, during Mahathir, we saw Malaysia taking a tough stance against China's supposed
debt trap diplomacy and also against China’s expansive claims which overlap with Malaysian claims in
its continental shelf. So, towards the end of 2019, Malaysia filed an extended continental shelf claim to
the to the United Nations and then Malaysia also dispatched the West Capella oil drill ship into areas
that overlap with China claims, specifically the 9 dash line areas. Even though Malaysia experienced
another change in government in early 2020, with the return of the old regime, we see that Malaysia is
continuing its increasingly tough stance in the South China Sea; the West Capella oil drill ship activities
have been continuing, Malaysia now is also openly exposing China's violations of its airspace, we see that
even the Malaysian king is openly calling on the Parliament to take a tough stance in the South China
Sea. So, there is significant qualitative change in Malaysia’s predisposition towards China, not to
mention steady build up in its defensive and energy exploration capabilities.

On the other hand, we also see Indonesia, since 2013, taking a more proactive stance on the South China
Sea disputes, because previously the Indonesian position was that they're a neutral party, they have no
claims in the South China Sea, but the problem is that the southern tip of the nine-dash line, which is
vaguely defined, overlaps with Indonesian waters, the so called North Natuna Sea areas, which are
energy rich areas, and very much within Indonesia’s waters. So, this is where we see that steadily over
the past five years at least Indonesia and China have been at loggerheads, and we saw Indonesia
adopting the ‘sinking the boat policy’ previously, in response to China’s illegal fishing within its waters
and of course towards the end of 2019, just as Malaysia was taking a tougher stance against China, we saw
the Indonesians also began to take a tough stance against China in terms of its intrusion into the North
Natuna Sea area.

This culminated in President Jokowi visiting the disputed areas and making it clear to the Chinese that
there will be no compromise and that Indonesia's territorial integrity and sovereignty rights in the area
are beyond dispute. The Indonesians have been fortifying their naval capabilities in recent years, and if
you look at public opinion in Malaysia, and even in Indonesia, there's increasingly negative trend for
China, not as significant or not as negative as we see in places like Vietnam or the Philippines, but still
some significant double-digit decline, especially in the case of Indonesia. So, if we look at the last
Indonesian presidential elections, China is very much at the heart of the conversation, not the economic
track record of Jokowi but the accusation by the opposition, including by the current defense minister
and former rival of Jokowi, Prabowo Subianto, who tried to portray Jokowi as a Chinese stooge.
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So, this is almost a question of identity politics in Indonesia, so there's an element of domestic
political pressure on the Indonesian government to not be subservient or obsequious towards
China, just because China is promising huge investments under its Belt and Road Initiative project.
Again, no one expects Indonesia or Malaysia to become an American ally, or to assertively resist
China, as countries like Vietnam do, but there has been some significant qualitative change in their
position in the South China Sea.

What is interesting is that both Malaysia and Indonesia are now invoking the Philippines
Arbitration award to defend their claims and question China’s claims. So, Malaysia since late 2019,
has been invoking the Philippines’ Arbitration award to question China's nine-dash line claims. At
one point, the former Malaysian foreign minister even threatened arbitration against China, again
taking inspiration from what the Philippines achieved previously. Ironically, President Duterte is
not taking advantage of the Philippine Arbitration Award because of his pivot to China, but other
countries are doing that. And in the case of Indonesia, in the middle of last year, the Indonesians
also invoked the Philippines Arbitration award in a notes verbales to the United Nations. 

So, it's quite interesting to see that countries that used to be conspicuously quiet about the South
China Sea, and have had very cozy relationship with China, they're also speaking out and
highlighting the need for respecting international law, and more openly questioning the legality of
China’s claims in the area. I think that in itself is quite significant.

Is there an underlying pattern behind China’s provocations in the maritime and air space, as seen
in the cases of the Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia? What are the possibilities that China will
continue its aggression, now that there is a new US administration?

I think slow burn is really the pattern for China, salami slicing, slow burn, cabbage strategy, I mean
all these show that China's preference is slowly and slowly dominating the area and engaging in
coercive actions that will always be below the threshold of triggering an all-out conflict or potential
armed confrontation. Clearly, things have dramatically changed also on the part of the United
States over the past five years. So, up until the end of the Obama administration, I think
engagement was always prioritized over deterrence as far as China is concerned, and the Obama
administration was on many occasions rhetorically cautious on the South China Sea disputes. It
didn't do much when China started reclamation activities, it didn't do much when the Chinese took
away the Scarborough Shoal from the Philippines, it frankly didn't do much also when the
arbitration award came out, with Obama even sending then National Security Adviser Susan Rice
to China to kind of calm down tensions rather than confront China as an international outlaw for
its excessive claims and aggressive activities and ecologically damaging reclamation activities in the
South China Sea.

But since the Trump administration we see a dramatic change in American position in the area.
We see the Americans openly categorizing China as a systemic rival, and we see that under the
Biden administration, Trump’s China strategy remains intact but with different tactics and the
tactics here is to leverage international alliances and leverage subtle diplomacy to pressure China.
We have also seen over the past five years a steady increase in America's freedom of navigation
operations in the area, from barely one or two under the Obama administration to at least half a
dozen on average every year, and under Biden we have already had three or four freedom of
navigation operations activities this year. 
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The Biden administration is also really counting on the QUAD, counting on European powers
who are active in the Indo-Pacific; France, Britain, and increasingly Germany to a lesser degree
Netherlands, all these powers are also getting involved.

So, the Biden strategy is really continuing Trump's pushback, military and naval pushback,
diplomatic pushback, sanctions and we still see elements of trade and tech war under the Biden
administration with some tweaks. But the emphasis here is how to mobilize like-minded
powers and allies. From Australia and Japan to South Korea and India and major European
powers, plus some more like-minded countries within ASEAN, like Singapore, Indonesia and
potentially the Philippines after Duterte, and definitely countries like Vietnam. So, it's about
rallying these countries, corralling these like-minded powers to keep China in check.

The term that is usually used by experts is ‘constrainment strategy’. So, I think no one can
contain China, it's just too big and it's too important. It's too big and it's too central to the global
economy. One cannot contain it in ways that one could contain the Soviet Union, but you can
constrain China. I think through an optimal combination of diplomatic, economic and military
pressure, and I think this is what the Biden administration has been essentially doing, enough
pressure can be placed on Beijing to reconsider its worst instincts. I had predicted this
‘constrainment’ approach before the Biden administration came into the picture, and it seems
very much so the case so far.

As far as ASEAN is concerned, this is not the same ASEAN of the Cold War years. The ASEAN
of the Cold War years and the twilight decade of the 20th century was led and dominated by
very, very decisive figures, like Lee Kuan Yew, Mahathir, Suharto, at some points Marcos of the
Philippines and Ramos of the Philippines, not to mention some very visionary Thai prime
ministers and diplomats. That ASEAN navigated the US-Soviet Union rivalry, the Vietnam
War variably, sometimes brutally, for instance, it backed the Khmer Rouge regime after it was
toppled by the Vietnamese forces in the late 1970s. Later, though, it intervened directly in
Cambodia and pushed the Cambodian regime, increasingly under Hun Sen, to embrace
multiparty democratic politics, even when ASEAN itself was not composed of fully democratic
countries, with the exception back then of the Philippines. Then also, in the case of East Timor,
we saw the ASEAN playing a key role in terms of peacekeeping activities, especially after the
independence vote in East Timor towards the end of the century.

So, there are many instances where ASEAN played a very decisive role in shaping the politics
of its prospective or existing member countries, but also in many cases ASEAN asserted its
position in the international stage by becoming the ultimate platform for institutionalized
dialogue among great powers.

Unfortunately, the ASEAN we see today is dominated by mostly mediocre diplomats and
peevish political leaders. Almost all of them are authoritarian, from Rodrigo Duterte of the
Philippines to General Prayut of Thailand, and even Jokowi himself is not necessarily a
paragon of liberal democracy, but you could argue that it's just Indonesia which is the
proactive leader within the ASEAN and there's not much support coming from traditional
partners in Malaysia: Mahathir is out of politics again, or Singapore or the Philippines and
Thailand. So, this is the problem we're seeing right now in ASEAN.
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What are ASEAN countries’ perceptions about the QUAD? Will cooperating with QUAD
exacerbate China’s aggression or deter it?

This very sensitive, peevish, insecure and mediocre ASEAN, with few exceptions, is very, very
sensitive also about the QUAD. I think they see QUAD as a direct threat to the so-called ASEAN
Centrality, which is more aspiration than reality, especially in recent years. That is why you
saw the release of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. It was very much about ASEAN
saying we're not happy with this QUAD thing, and the Biden administration instead of trying
to appease ASEAN, it seems that it has doubled down by arranging multiple high-level
dialogues with QUAD members, and of course, the inaugural summit of the Quad powers
earlier this year, which I think has created a lot of anxiety and disgruntlement in the ASEAN.

I mean the fact is, up until today, more than four months into the Biden administration, there
has been no high-level engagement between ASEAN and the US. Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman is the highest-level Biden has sent to the region so far, but when we're talking
about the high level, we’re talking about the heads of State, or at least the Foreign Ministers’
level. The Chinese have been doing that, and the Chinese just finished their latest ASEAN-
China Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Chongqing.

So, it seems that under the Biden administration, ASEAN is very much secondary, and I think
there are reasons for that. As far as the Biden administration is concerned, they're projecting
themselves as defenders of democracy, and they're not very comfortable with the coterie of
autocrats and despots dominating ASEAN, and they're also not very happy with how ASEAN is
handling the Myanmar issue. And of course, they're also not very happy with ASEAN dilly
dallying on the South China Sea dispute, and especially the Code of Conduct negotiations, so
this is the problem that we're seeing today.

In your writings you have mentioned that, the US can seek to form “minilateral” cooperation
with likeminded ASEAN members, which can also be used to solve the South China Sea
dispute. Could you elaborate on this mechanism? 

Moreover, recently China has said that the dispute is “generally stable”. What are the possible
changes that China and ASEAN can make to amend the existing DOC to make it more
effective?

On one hand, the position of China is that the situation is “generally stable”, and it has
convinced some of the weaker links within the ASEAN to buy acquiescence; ASEAN as a
collective body is not actually“consensus” based, but instead a unanimity-based decision-
making body when it comes to sensitive geopolitical issues. So, in that event it takes one
country to say no, and ASEAN cannot make any decisive or robust statement on the South
China Sea or cannot even develop a robust unified stance on the Code of Conduct issue.

So as a result of that, I think minilateralism is really the only way forward whereby a number
of like-minded and key members within ASEAN like Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, post-
Duterte Philippines and Malaysia, these are countries that the US can engage with and try to
find a common ground to collectively put pressure on China. Not to mention that other QUAD
powers, other Indo-Pacific powers from the Europe are also trying to help develop the
capacity of these key countries within ASEAN, in terms of their maritime security and
defensive capability and in terms of their ability to withstand predatory investment practices
from China.
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So, I think this is really the only way forward and the best way forward under the current
conditions, unless the ASEAN adopts the so called “ASEAN minus X formula” of majority-
based decision making, then we may see more decisive response to China's belligerence in the
South China Sea and predatory investment practices. But given the absence of those
institutional changes within ASEAN, I think minilateralism is really the only game in town and
I think eventually the Biden administration might move in that direction, but for now it will
try to pay lip service to ASEAN centrality, and later this year Biden is expected to visit the
ASEAN summit in Brunei.

But I think the focus for the US is to work through allies and with their allies in the region and
strategic partners in the region, the Philippines so far has been quite disappointing to the
Americans, Duterte is yet to restore the VFA,and there are a lot of uncertainties in their
relationship. But Singapore has been a reliable strategic partner, Vietnam is emerging as
another important strategic partner, Indonesia and Malaysia are quietly opening to more
security naval cooperation with the Americans. I think that seems to be the way forward.

But as far as the Chinese are concerned, they know that they have the ASEAN by the neck
because they know ASEAN can never have all ten members exactly agreeing on a very tough
statement on China. So, in that sense China has hijacked ASEAN’s multilateralism. But I think
if we're talking about ASEAN’s four or five key countries, there's a lot of room for maneuver
there for the Biden administration to corral an alliance-based pressure on China.

Again, we cannot expect Singapore or the Philippines to openly confront China the way that,
let's say Australia has been doing diplomatically or some European countries like the United
Kingdom been doing, but it's not about getting a hundred percent of everyone’s participation
on a hundred percent of the issues. It's about getting at least fifty percent support from all
powers that you can or all key players that you can, on at least fifty percent of issues, or at least
one or two key issues, including the South China Sea. And I think this is a reasonable approach
forward for the Biden administration.

Will the ASEAN minus Cambodia framework help Southeast Asian countries in dealing
collectively with China regarding the dispute, or will pushing away Cambodia increase China’s
influence in the dispute by giving it unhindered access to Cambodian ports?

I don't believe in an ASEAN minus Cambodia formula. I think Cambodia has been scapegoated
for the effective loss of ASEAN centrality. But I think many countries in the region have been
hiding behind Cambodia. The Philippines has not been a very consistent player in terms of
exercising leadership, just look at how the Philippines positions within the ASEAN and vis-a-
vis China, since Aquino to Duterte, and who knows what's going to happen next.

The Singaporeans, their defense ministers tend to talk tougher on China, but their foreign
ministers are more conciliatory, at least in rhetoric. As far as the Indonesians are concerned,
they are very sensitive about their non-aligned foreign policy positioning and on one hand
they're increasingly dependent on China for vaccines, for economic development, but at the
same time they are also very sensitive about what China is doing in the North Natuna Sea and
how it's undermining ASEAN coherence and unity.
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But then again, it's hard to see Indonesia playing a straight-forward role of standing up to
China because Indonesia sees itself as the regional leader for a good reason and being leader is
taking a position that is not dramatically different from the diverse set of members in the
ASEAN, so I don't think Indonesia can ever openly stand up to the Chinese in the way that
countries like Vietnam can, for instance, or are engaging in already.

So, I think that misses the point. That's why I think minilateralism is a way forward and
sometimes it's interesting that Indonesia, on a bilateral basis, when it deals with fellow G20
powers or the Western G7 powers, it acts quite differently as opposed to when it deals with
China under the aegis of ASEAN. So, Indonesia has that kind of duality in terms of its foreign
policy for very understandable reasons; it has its own interests, it is a middle power in its own
right and at the same time, it's also the de facto leader, an undeclared leader, of ASEAN, so
reconciling those two identities is far from easy.

So, I think blaming Cambodia is unfair and I would say that, what has the ASEAN done for
Cambodia when it comes to, for instance the Mekong River issues, where China again is a
major source of problem. So, what are the archipelagic countries in Southeast Asia doing for
Indo-Chinese countries vis-a-vis with the Mekong River’s impending, if not already existing,
water crisis, where China is an upstream state that is creating a lot of trouble for downstream
states from Thailand and Vietnam to Cambodia.

So, this is what we're also missing in terms of our conversations and when we criticise
Cambodia, it's not like the Philippines or even Singapore, or even Malaysia and Indonesia are
so consistent, and robust in terms of their criticism of China. I think Vietnam is the only
country consistent on that and definitely you need more than that. As I have written in the
past, ASEAN minus X formula is one way, majority-based decision making I think should be
also applied not only in the economic realm in terms of negotiations of trade agreements, as
we saw in the case of after ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, but also on sensitive geopolitical
issues like the South China Sea, because obviously you cannot get ten members to agree 100
percent, and in fact it's unfair for Cambodia because Cambodia knows that China knows that it
has a de facto veto under the unanimity-based decision making process. So, any Beijing-
dependent country will be automatically under pressure to sabotage any robust ASEAN
statement that goes against China’s interest.

But once you remove the element of unanimity-based decision-making process, you have a
more accurate application of the concept of consensus, and then I think we can move towards
a more effective ASEAN. There's also weighted-majority voting model that the European
Union, for instance, has whereby voting is also determined by your demography, size, by your
interests, by the role you've played in the region. So, I think it's very important that ASEAN
becomes more flexible in terms of its modalities of decision-making processes, and we hope
that it's not only Indonesia always trying to carry the water for the entire region. I hope that
we'll have more visionary leaders in the future in countries like Philippines and Malaysia and
then hopefully for Vietnam to be more comfortable with also playing an active leadership role
within the ASEAN. I mean Vietnam was the enemy of ASEAN back in the day during the Cold
War, but over the past 30 years Vietnam has really grown into a middle power in its own right,
a major force in the region and a vortex of resistance to China. So, I think there's a lot of room
for ASEAN and to improve, but really, ASEAN minilateralism, in my opinion, is the only game
in town or at the very least it's the best way forward, unless ASEAN gets its act together and
shows sincere and determined openness to institutional reforms.
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- Vikas Nagal

On June 24, Myanmar’s military regime has appointed a new legal team – led by foreign minister U Wunna

Maung Lwin -to represent the country’s defense in the Rohingya genocide case at the International Court of

Justice (ICJ), Hague.

The newly appointed legal team has eight members. Among them are two currently serving lieutenant generals

– Yar Pyae and Myo Zaw Thein – and two are former military officers: U Wunna Maung Lwin (chairman of the

newly appointed legal team) and U Win Shein.

The remaining four members of the legal team are namely: Daw Thida Oo (attorney general), U Kyaw Myo

Htut (deputy foreign minister), Daw Khin Oo Hlaing (international criminal law expert and a legal advisor to

military junta), and U Ko Ko Hlaing (minister for international cooperation).

In 2017, a brutal military crackdown by Myanmar’s military forces led to the death and displacement of

thousands of Rohingya Muslims. After the crackdown by military forces, thousands of Rohingyas fled across

the border into neighboring Bangladesh. The genocide of Rohingya Muslims led to a global outcry and call for

an investigation by various human rights organizations.

After intense diplomatic activities especially by the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC), Gambia (member

of OIC) brought a case at the ICJ – known as the world court – accusing Myanmar’s military of committing

genocide against the Rohingya.

From Myanmar’s side, the then State Counselor Aung Sang Suu Kyi appeared in the ICJ to defend Myanmar’s

military. The so-called icon of democracy defended the blood-thirsty and internationally disgraced,

Myanmar’s military. But in February 2021, military officers staged a coup-de-etat and removed Suu Kyi-led

National League for Democracy (NLD) from power. The military junta also put Suu Kyi on house arrest and

brought sedition charges against her in court.

MYANMAR'S MILITARY JUNTA RESTRUCTURES LEGAL
TEAM TO DEFEND ITSELF AT ICJ IN ROHINGYA

GENOCIDE CASE
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-reorganizes-legal-team-for-icj-rohingya-genocide-case.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/rohingya-gambia-files-case-against-myanmar-at-icj/2017828


- Ishita Dutta

Several Hundred Myanmar residents in the UK gathered at the G7 summit in Britain against the coup in

Myanmar on June 12. The protest took place in the port town of Falmouth to seek concrete action from

the G7 leaders. The military coup in Myanmar has shaken the democratic system of Myanmar leading

to international pressure and demonstrations. The coup has impacted the lives of Myanmar and the

demonstration seemed action and not just discussion on the coup. A statement by G7 condemning the

coup does not help millions impacted by the coup in Myanmar, the action by world leaders has

disappointed people that marched on June 12 seeking action.

The international response to the military coup and deteriorating democracy in the country has

impacted Myanmar’s citizens adversely that resulted in an organized march with placards by the

residence in the UK. The military coup that took over the state on February 1 has become a leading

story in the world, with an increasing crackdown and many political prisoners in the jail have created

political turmoil in the country. The protest at the site of the Group of Seven highest points in Cornwall

has been a march with bulletins to pressurize G7 leaders to act against the military coup. 

The number of deaths due to the coup’s overthrown is increasing with passing days, 840 people have

been killed by the state and the deteriorating situation requires collective action by G7. The

demonstration called for action to save democracy in Myanmar, the demonstrators also raised

awareness about the issue with the help of international coverage, the rallies and chants gained attention

for a better Myanmar. The leaders adopted the ‘build back better world’ plan, the success of the

protestors is still unclear.
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PROTESTORS DEMONSTRATE AT THE G7 SUMMIT TO
SAVE MYANMAR'S DEMOCRACY

https://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/3137112/g7-summit-thousands-march-protest-over-climate-change-ethiopias
https://therisingyouth.info/g7-summit-protests-to-save-myanmars-democracy/
https://wap.business-standard.com/article-amp/international/protestors-demonstrate-at-g7-summit-to-save-myanmar-s-democracy-121061300234_1.html


- Harsh Mahaseth

Picture Courtesy: The Sun Daily

The World Health Organization (WHO) urged for a stricter and wider lockdown in Indonesia to

combat the surge in the number of cases of COVID-19. This move comes after the Indonesian

President, Joko Widodo, had earlier flagged easing the restrictions throughout the nation.

President Joko Widodo cited official data showing a fall in infections in recent days and a drop in

testing. Reuters notes the President saying, “If the trend of cases continues to decline, then on July 26,

2021, the government will gradually lift restrictions.”

WHO fears the increase in the number of infections and deaths and warned the nation not to ease

the restrictions. In the latest situation report, WHO advised Indonesia for strict implementation

of public health and social restrictions, calling for urgent action to address the COVID-19

Indonesia has become an epicentre for the global pandemic in the past month with a surge in the

COVID-19 cases. The cases have multiplied fivefold in the past five weeks, and the nation

recorded the highest death toll of 1400 casualties in a day.

"Indonesia is currently facing a very high transmission level, and it is indicative of the utmost importance of

implementing stringent public health and social measures, especially movement restrictions, throughout the

country," it said.

Most of the large sectors of the economy deemed essential have been exempt from many of the

lockdown measures. The current daily positivity rate averages 30%. According to WHO standards,

a level above 20% is considered to be of very high transmissibility. All but one of Indonesia’s

provinces cross the 20% positivity rate. In such circumstances, it would be better to tread with

caution and not ease the restrictions.
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INDONESIA MIGHT EASE RESTRICTIONS BUT THE
WHO URGES FOR TOUGHER RESTRICTIONS

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/indonesia-mulls-easing-lockdown-who-urges-tougher-restrictions-2021-07-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/indonesia-mulls-easing-lockdown-who-urges-tougher-restrictions-2021-07-22/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/searo/indonesia/covid19/external-situation-report-62_07-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=228d96cb_5
https://www.nationthailand.com/international/40003113
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- Ishita Dutta

A 6.1 magnitude earthquake hit Indonesia on 16TH June that impacted dozens of people and caused a

minor Tsunami. It hit the Maluku Tengah district with the epicenter at 67 km southeast of Maluku at 11:43

a. m. Jakarta time. The earthquake damaged houses and forced dozens of people to evacuate. The

earthquake impacted the Maluku province in Indonesia and triggered panic among the people. It did not

cause any immediate causalities, but several houses were destroyed.

People evacuated in large numbers fearing the aftereffects of the earthquake. The warning for the people

was to move away from the seashore, there were no warnings about the tsunami, and according to

Indonesia’s Meteorology and Geophysics Agency (BMKG), the tsunami that caused panic was triggered by

the movement of tectonic plates. The residents were required to move to a higher group fearing the

tsunami. 

Due to the Earthquake, many public facilities and buildings were damaged, the earthquake also triggered

tsunami evacuations that created periodic discomfort for the people. The people fearing the tsunami ran

up the hills and many faced the consequence of damaged houses after the earthquake. The warning

received by people over a message also created panic to evacuate the region. 

Villagers after a panic evacuation due to water entering coastal region of Maluku Tengah district saved

their lives, but it destroyed houses of a few but the residents were saved as the flee to higher grounds. The

surrounding regions felt the earthquake but no causalities are reported.
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EARTHQUAKE IN INDONESIA

https://www.wionews.com/world/61-magnitude-earthquake-hits-indonesias-maluku-islands-no-tsunami-warning-389215/amp
https://www.sentinelassam.com/amp/international/a-61-magnitude-quake-in-indonesia-543248
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/magnitude-61-quake-hits-near-indonesias-mollucas-islands-2021-06-16/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-06/16/c_1310011145.htm#:~:text=JAKARTA%2C%20June%2016%20(Xinhua),Indonesia%20Wednesday%2C%20an%20official%20said.&text=However%2C%20there%20were%20no%20immediate,after%20the%20earthquake%2C%20he%20said.
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-Rhea Rayidi

On June 16, four environmental activists from the Mother Nature group: Sun Ratha, 26, Ly

Chandaravuth, 22, Seth Chhivlimeng, 25, and Yim Leanghy, 32, were arrested for producing a video

recording of the discharge of sewage into the Tonle Sap river, close to the Royal Palace in Phnom Penh.

The founder of the group, Alejandro Gonzalez-Davidson, who is a Spanish national was also charged for

the act in absentia, since he was deported from Cambodia in 2015. The activists were charged with “lese

majeste: the act of insulting the King” and “conspiracy”, which could subject them to “between 5 and 10

years in prison, and fines of up to 10 million riels (US$2,500)”. The prosecution did not detail as to how

“the evidence collected by the police was an insult to the king”. 

This harsh action was met with disapproval from the Swedish embassy in Cambodia and by W. Patrick

Murphy, the US ambassador to Cambodia. Phil Robertson, the deputy Asia director for Human Rights

Watch, voiced concerns for the activists by stating that, “Cambodia’s highly politicized courts mean that

the environmental activists charged have no chance of getting a fair trial” and stressed on the fact that,

“only international pressure on the Cambodian government holds out the possibility of saving these

activists from unjust prison sentences”. However, Phay Siphan, the spokesman for the Cambodian

government, urged that “the government was simply applying the law”, rejecting opinions that expressed

disapproval.

CAMBODIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS
CHARGED FOR INSULTING THE KING
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- Vikas Nagal

On June 24, former President Benigno Aquino III of the Philippines died at the age of 61 due to diabetes and

kidney failure. The son of former senator Benigno Aquino Jr – whose assassination in 1983 led to a popular revolt

against the then-dictator Ferdinand Marcos and ultimately led to the downfall of his regime – and former

president Corazon Aquino, Mr. Aquino III served as President of the Philippines from 2010 to 2016.

In 1998, Mr. Aquino III was elected for the House of Representatives and served three terms till 2007. Following

the death of his mother in 2009, he decided to ran for President to protect his illustrious family legacy.

During his tenure as President, Mr. Aquino led his country through a period of sustained economic growth. From

2010 to 2015, the Philippines grew at a rate of 6.2 percent, which is the fastest growth rate among all the

Southeast Asia countries. Tax revenues shot up and unemployment fell to the lowest level. He also launched an

anti-graft campaign to root out corruption and the country’s ranking in Transparency International corruption

perception index improved from 139 in 2009 to 85 in 2014.

But his presidency was also marred by indecisiveness, especially during crises. For example, in 2010 after he took

office, a distraught ex-policeman boarded a bus with an assault rifle and held its passengers- all tourists from

Honk Kong- hostage. After hours of fruitless negotiation, a special commando unit stormed the bus to rescue

hostages. But when the dust settled, many passengers were found dead on the floor of the bus.

The Hong Kong government was incensed. It demanded compensation and an unconditional apology from

President Aquino himself. In response to demands from the Hong Kong government, Mr. Aquino refused to

apologize and said that the rescue attempt was not his call.

Mr. Aquino's government response during the super typhoon Haiyan and Scarborough shoal incident with China

also raised question marks on his leadership capabilities. Ultimately his indecisiveness during a crisis and lack of

economic benefit to poor peoples despite the high-growth rate during his presidency, paved the way for Mr.

Rodrigo Duterte to became President in 2016.
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EX-PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES, AQUINO
III, DIED BECAUSE OF KIDNEY FAILURE
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https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/former-president-benigno-aquino-who-led-the-philippines-through-a-period-of-prosperity
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/aquinos-six-year-legacy
https://www.wsj.com/articles/BL-SEAB-2701


- Vikas Nagal

A surging wave of Coronavirus infections and a dismal economy in Thailand has led to growing anger towards

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha. He came to power using the backing of the Thai military which has been a

constant threat to his credibility. Such protests are not new in Thailand but this time, some of Prayuth’s own

allies are calling for him to step down. 

At least three separate groups of protesters demanded the resignation of Prayuth. Most political parties in Thai-

parliament have initiated conversations to reform the military drafted constitution which enabled Prayuth to

keep office in the 2019 elections by allowing the nominated senate to vote for him. Clauses which provide that

the senate (which was appointed by Prayuth’s previous Junta), will vote for the prime minister alongside the

house of representatives have specifically come under flak, as they became Prayuth’s removal virtually

impossible. 

Several Activists have planned larger protests in Bangkok and our hoping to pressurize the Prime Minister to

bring substantial as the possibility of resignation remains bleak. Even hardliners like the “Yellow Shirt”

movement which are mostly royalist conservatives who defend the monarchy and state as a sacred institution

and vehemently opposed last years student’s agitation have blamed the government for mismanagement of the

pandemic and the dismal handling of the economy.

On the polar opposite of Thai political spectrum, the populist “Red Shirt” movement has also expressed its

dismay over the Prime Minister’s handling of the situation. Death tolls remain on the rise and testing and

contact tracing strategies have not been effectively implemented. Scholars have noticed the increasing public

pressure on the government and that such resentment would inspire confidence in outspoken critics of the

government.

However, Prayuth still holds the confidence of the Armed forces. Popular for his decisive image and Nationalist

sentiments, it would be difficult for civic society to negotiate with Prayuth. Maybe Thai protestors can borrow a

page from Myanmar’s book and can further involve the international community and its attention to counter-

act Prayuth’s Monopoly over civic discourses.

THAI PM PRAYUTH FACES NEW PROTESTS
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The sixth round of Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) between India and Indonesia was held virtually on June

25, 2021. During the meetings, under the framework of Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, several issues were

discussed to strengthen bilateral relations. Riva Ganguly Das, Secretary (East) led the Indian delegation, whereas

Indonesia was led by Abdul Kadir Jailani, Director General for the Asia Pacific and Africa, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs. The last round of consultations was on January 22, 2019, in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Cooperation in areas - such as political, defence, security and strategic, economic and cultural, were reviewed.

They also examined ways to promote people-to-people contact and strengthen their Shared Vision of Maritime

Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. The regional and international issues of mutual interest were also reviewed,

which included growing cooperation between ASEAN and India, the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI),

multilateral cooperation, International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure

(CDRI).

India and Indonesia share maritime borders at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands along the Andaman Sea.

Therefore, India regards Indonesia as a significant partner in securing its maritime borders. Indonesia is also a

crucial partner of India in Southeast Asia. The strategic location of Indonesia allows it to explore both the Indian

Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. It is essential to identify mutual strategic interests and develop a partnership with

Indonesia as a maritime power. Greater cooperation with Jakarta will ramp up India’s defence cooperation in the

Indo-Pacific and aid in combating all threats to security in the region. As Indonesia plays a crucial role in ASEAN,

India needs to strengthen its relations with the country. Improving ties with Indonesia will help India to boost its

Act East Policy and even supports its Indo-Pacific goals.

- Shivangi Dikshit
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INDIA AND INDONESIA REVIEW BILATERAL
RELATIONS UNDER COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIP FRAMEWORK
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- Rhea Rayidi

On Wednesday, June 23, the Foreign minister of Cambodia, Prak Sokhonn and Dominic Raab, Britain’s

Foreign Secretary, met in Phnom Penh to discuss the prospect of the two countries engaging in closer

economic cooperation. This visit, which is the first one by the country since the reopening of the British

embassy 30 years ago, is a part of Secretary Raab’s three-day visit to Cambodia, Vietnam, and Singapore.

It is also thought to be a “part of the UK's new emphasis” on the Southeast Asian region, as Secretary Raab

attested to in his tweet: “Here to boost trade, support Cambodia's energy transition, expand UK ASEAN

cooperation and as a force for good in the Indo-Pacific”. As Cambodia is this year’s ASEAN chair,

Secretary Raab hopes to propose that Britain could engage in a “dialogue partnership” with the bloc. 

Cambodia’s Supreme National Economic Council’s senior advisor, Mey Kalyan expressed gratitude for

Secretary Raab’s visit while emphasizing on the importance of the bilateral ties by saying, “as Cambodia is

a small and poor nation, updating and promoting more friendships is also the best chance to promote the

development of the nation as the government has said Cambodia always wants to welcome all friends. At

the same time, the UK also needs to make friends as it is just implementing Brexit”

However, since Secretary Raab’s visit coincides with the arrests of four local environmental activists for

lese majeste, human rights groups have made a plea urging him to intervene in the issue and help deliver

justice. A member of the Cambodian Centre for Human Rights appealed for Raab’s help: “We want the

foreign secretary to use his diplomatic influence to say these young people should be praised and not

silenced. Britain is the chair of the UN conference on climate change, and we hope the foreign secretary

will defend those who are trying to defend the Earth’s climate. The three face up to 10 years in prison if

found guilty of plotting, and up to five years in jail for royal insults. One of the four originally arrested

has been released.”
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TRADE TALKS TAKE PLACE BETWEEN CAMBODIA
AND BRITAIN
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- Shubh Sahai

In June 2021, Vietnam and Singapore agreed to set up joint working groups to develop bilateral agreements

concerning Digital economy. A Digital Economy Agreement establishes economic collaborations and trade

rules between two countries in the digital hemisphere. It can be understood as a common framework which

expedites processes such resolution mechanisms etc. in partner countries to provide a seamless digital

business experience. 

Singapore's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry (VFM) decided on reciprocal

acknowledgment of health certificates and express travel visas with the purpose of resuming safe travel

between the partner nations. The meeting focused on sustainable development in the post-covid era through

the Connectivity Framework Agreement which is an all- encompassing platform to address issues on

economic cooperation with the two partner nations. 

The cooperation extended to a variety of specific initiatives in Agro-processing, agriculture, e-commerce,

logistics and information solutions. The cooperation also aims at developing innovative and reduced carbon

footprint industrial parks namely the Vietnam Singapore Industrial Parks. 

Both parties deliberated on regional and global issues of concern and affirmed future cooperation and co-

ordination at regional and international forums such as ASEAN and UNO. Parties also discussed the

ratification of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and strategies for effective

implementation of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

Though while extending such cooperation between partner nations, at the regional and global level, both

parties acknowledged the need for clean energy, enhanced cyber security and sustainable development.

Parties discussed smart cities and role people’s engagement would play in deepening the ties between the

two partner nations. 

Vietnam especially stressed on its commitment to provide a conducive environment for Singapore investors

and welcomed the creation of new business and partnerships. Possibilities of Singapore extending support in

Vietnam’s manufacturing supply chain by opening its market to key Vietnam exports like footwear, textiles,

fishery, and agro-produce were also discussed. The meeting concluded with both parties affirming their

commitment to uphold peace and harmony in the region.
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VIETNAM-SINGAPORE DIGITAL ECONOMY
AGREEMENTS



A virtual discussion on the topic, "Future Scenarios for Leadership Succession in Post-Xi Era:

Outlook for Southeast Asia", chaired by Dr. Pankaj Jha, was successfully conducted on July

19, 2021.

Speaker: Richard McGregor,  Senior Fellow, Lowy Institute 

Find the recording  here.

RECENT ACTIVITIES
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https://youtu.be/QLTUC6mieAg


A virtual discussion on the topic, "China's Bely and Road Initiative in Southeast Asia: Using

Buddhism as a tool of Influence", chaired by Dr. Sreeram Sundar Chaulia, was successfully

conducted on June 23, 2021.

Speaker: Dr. Gregory Raymond, Lecturer in the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs

at The Australian National University. 

Find the report here.

RECENT ACTIVITIES
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https://jgu.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/jsia/A+REPORT+OF+THE+LECTURE+.pdf


Singapore Wants Every Home to be a 10 Minute Walk from a Park by 2030

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS, writes for Kathmandu Tribune 

Link-https://kathmandutribune.com/singapore-wants-every-home-to-be-a-10-minutes-walk-

from-a-park-by-2030/

Singapore plans to plant 1 million trees by 2030, in a bid to boost biodiversity. It is predicted that

around 90% of the mangroves in Singapore have been lost. As a small city-state, the nation has been

in a long predicament torn between urban development and protecting nature.

Bali: Revitalizing Tourism But at What Cost

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS, writes for Kathmandu Tribune

Link- https://kathmandutribune.com/bali-revitalizing-tourism-but-at-what-cost/

With the surge in COVID-19 cases worldwide, countries relying on tourism faced a huge economic

hit. While the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy of Indonesia introduced vaccine tourism

to rejuvenate the economy, the repercussions are yet to be unveiled. 

Malaysia, COVID-19, and the New Fake News Ordinance: Is there a Reason to be Apprehensive?

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS writes for Modern Diplomacy

Link-https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2021/07/02/malaysia-covid-19-and-the-new-fake-news-

ordinance-is-there-a-reason-to-be-apprehensive/

On 11 March, 2021, the Emergency (Essential Powers) (on disseminating misinformation No. 2)

Ordinance 2021 (“The Ordinance”) was issued on the basis of Article 150 (2B) of the Federal

Constitution  (“Constitution”) by the Malaysian King (“Yang di-Pertuan Agong”). The Ordinance

seeks to regulate misinformation on COVID-19 through the re-enactment of the Anti-Fake News

Act 2018 (“AFNA 2018”), while the country is in a nationwide state of emergency. 

IN THE NEWS: OUR TEAM DURING THE MONTHS OF
JUNE AND JULY 
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Understanding the Different Thinkers and the Issue of Compliance in ASEAN

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS writes for Modern Diplomacy

Link-https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2021/06/24/understanding-the-different-thinkers-and-the-

issue-of-compliance-in-asean/

Over the years the issue of compliance has been seen through various lenses with its role and

function in international law evolving. There has been a transformation in the characterization

of compliance with international law which has restructured the maturities and complexities of

it.

The Introduction of Amicable Divorce in Singapore: Adding Alternatives to the Irretrievable

Breakdown of Marriage

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS writes for Kathmandu Tribune

Link-https://kathmandutribune.com/the-introduction-of-amicable-divorce-in-singapore-

adding-alternatives-to-the-irretrievable-breakdown-of-marriage/

The Government of Singapore is considering the introduction of an option to allow couples to

divorce through amicable means. This new process could be opted for without citing any fault

in the marriage, such as irretrievable breakdown of marriage proved through adultery,

unreasonable behavior, desertion, or separation.

#StopAsianHate: A Call for Support, A Call for Equality

Harsh Mahaseth, Research Analyst at NKCSEAS writes for Kathmandu Tribune

Link-https://kathmandutribune.com/stopasianhate-a-call-for-support-a-call-for-equality/

Every May, Google celebrates the contributions made by Asian and Pacific Islander Americans.

However, over the past year, “Asian hate crimes” have increased around the world, and “Asian

hate crimes” have become the most searched type of hate crime in the USA. In the past year,

during the pandemic, there has been a troubling increase in the reports of violence against the

Asian community. There are many reports of violence against Asian seniors. 

IN THE NEWS: OUR TEAM DURING THE MONTHS OF
JUNE AND JULY 
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https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2021/06/24/understanding-the-different-thinkers-and-the-issue-of-compliance-in-asean/
https://kathmandutribune.com/the-introduction-of-amicable-divorce-in-singapore-adding-alternatives-to-the-irretrievable-breakdown-of-marriage/
https://kathmandutribune.com/stopasianhate-a-call-for-support-a-call-for-equality/
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