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By Ishita Dutta (October 2021) 

Mullah Muhammad Hassan Akhund has been appointed the Prime Minister 

of Afghanistan under the interim government, a position initially touted to go 

to Mullah Baradar, who was a well-known face of the Taliban's negotiating 

team in Doha. Akhund is the head of the decision-making body of the Taliban 

called Rehbari Shura. Mullah Muhammad Hassan is an influential figure in 

Afghanistan; he has lineage from Ahmad Shah Durrani, the founder of the 

Tribe. He was born in Pashmul, Kandahar province of Afghanistan.  His 

education is in Islamic seminaries in Afghanistan, he has authored several 

Islamic works, and he is very influential on the religious side of Islam. He did not 

complete his education in Islamic seminars and joined the war against the 

Soviets.  
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He started his political journey from Kandahar province from Shah Walikot 

district; he was a close associate and political advisor to Mullah Omar. He is 

much respected in the Taliban and gained prestige from his proximity to the 

movement's reclusive first leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar. Following 

paragraph 20 of resolution 2160 (2014), the 1988 Sanctions Committee makes 

accessible a narrative summary of reasons for listing individuals, groups, 

undertakings, and entities included in the 1988 Sanctions List. He is on the UN 

sanctions list because he was a "close associate and political adviser" to Omar. 

The United Nations said he had a reputation for being "one of the most 

effective Taliban commanders". Before this, he served as the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Foreign Minister during the first Islamic Emirate established by the 

Taliban in Afghanistan between 1996 and 2001. He served on the Taliban's 

shura councils. The traditional decision-making body comprises religious 

scholars and mullahs; an honorific is given to those trained in Islamic theology. 

During the shura meetings, he provided financial and logistical support to the 

Taliban. He built diplomatic relations with Pakistan, United Arab Emirates (UAE), 

and Saudi Arabia. 

 Mullah Mohammed Hassan 

Akhund is a Taliban veteran. He 

was one of the four founders of the 

Taliban, his close association with 

Mohammed Omar as an advisor, 

and he became a political face of 

the Taliban. He is probably best known as one of the infamous architects of the 

destruction of the famed Bamiyan Buddhas, destroyed by the Taliban in 2001. 

He has also been a close aide and adviser to the current Taliban leader, Mullah 

Haibatullah Akhundzada. His ties with Pakistan were note-worthy during 1996-

2001 as the foreign minister. His position in the interim government results from 

his contribution to the Taliban movement and his religious roots. He is well 

regarded across the Taliban, and he is close to Mullah Akhundzada.  

He is seen as a figure in power with a 

compromised position against Baradar 

and limited political motives. His 

political personality and leadership rule 

during the last Taliban rule made him an 

influential figure for Prime Minister. 
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