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Profiling the Taliban V  

By Ishita Dutta (October 2021) 

On 7 September 2021, the Taliban announced the first members of a new 

"acting" government, three weeks after sweeping into full power with the 

takeover of Kabul on 15 August. Amir Khan Muttaqi was appointed as 

Afghanistan's acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. Amir Khan Muttaqi is the acting 

foreign minister, born in 1970 in And Ali District. Amir, a senior leader and a 

politician who was in the Qatar office for the Taliban. He is a senior leader of 

the Taliban who severed as the minister of Information and Culture. He has 

been a key player in strategizing against the United States during the last two 

decades. After 2001, he went into hiding in Peshawar, Pakistan.  
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He was offered a key post in the interim government because of the 

leadership position as the head of the Taliban’s Invitation and Guidance 

commission responsible for persuading many members of the Afghan police 

and army to surrender. He serves as the information and culture minister during 

the Taliban government in 1996-2001 and also as the education minister of 

Afghanistan. He was the chief of staff to the supreme leader in the Qatar 

delegation and played an important role in negotiations. He has been one of 

the consistent political figures who has worked in psychological warfare are 

propaganda since the 1990s. He among other officials were also key leaders 

in back-channel diplomatic talks with the United States over the years and a 

senior figure innovated in transition and negotiations in Kabul.  

He was a member of the Taliban 

Supreme Council as of June 2007. 

He was the Taliban representative 

in United Nations-led talks during 

the Taliban regime and later 

represented the Taliban in peace 

talks with the United States. He 

was part of Maulvi Mohammad 

Nabi Mohammadi’s group during 

the Afghan jihad but later joined 

the Taliban movement when it emerged. Due to his active role in the Taliban’s 

negotiations, he was involved in non-Taliban politicians to form a government 

and has been the leading figure since May 2021. His role as the negotiator was 

seen even before the Taliban’s takeover on 15th August 2021. He went to 

Pakistan after the formation of the interim government to discuss the 

economic, social, and political future of Afghanistan-Pakistan relations.  
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