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Mawlawi Abdul Hakim Sharie, also known as Abdul Hakim Ishaqzai and 

Abdul Hakim Haqqani,1 is the Acting Minister of Justice (Chief justice) for the 

Taliban government in Afghanistan. He is considered the 'second-most 

prominent cleric in the Taliban, with considerable influence over the youth and 

members.2 He was the chief negotiator for the intra-Afghan talks3 in Doha and 
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September 2021) <https://eeradicalization.com/whos-who-in-the-new-government-of-afghanistan/> accessed 14 
September 2021. 
3 John Foulkes, ‘Who Is Taliban Negotiator Mullah Sherin Akhund?’ (Jamestown, 1 April 2021) 

<https://jamestown.org/brief/who-is-taliban-negotiator-mullah-sherin-akhund/> accessed 14 September 2021. 
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is believed to be the shadow justice minister for the Taliban during the 

insurgency.4 Overall, he has always held a place among the leading clerics of 

the Taliban.5 Hakim Sharie belongs to the Band-i-Taimur village (Maywand 

district) in the Kandahar province, which is considered the Taliban's spiritual 

homeland.6 He was born in 1967 and belonged to the Ishaqzai tribe, a sub-

tribe of the powerful Durrani tribe among the Pushtuns.7 

Hakim Sharie completed his education at Darul Uloom Haqqania, 

where he later taught during the first Islamic Emirate (1996–2001). Located in 

Pakistan, this Deobandi Islamic seminary is home to many founding members 

of the Taliban.8 This and other cleric-based seminaries have for good reasons 

been described as 'universities of jihad' that deliberately produce foot soldiers 

for radical Islamists movements through indoctrination.9 An additional layer of 

complication is added through Pakistan's governmental support of such 

seminaries, leaving many to regard these as testaments of Pakistan's nurturing 

of the Taliban.10 

 After completing his stint at the seminar, Hakim Sharieis said to 

have moved to Sangin in Helmand, where he became a prayer leader (imam) 

at a mosque, following which he joined the Taliban.11 His role in Islamic Emirate 

from 1996 to 2001 was two-fold, where he served in the judiciary at the courts 

 
4 Thomas Joscelyn and Billy Roggio, ‘Taliban’s Government Includes Designated Terrorists, Ex-Guantanamo 

Detainees | FDD’s Long War Journal’ (8 September 2021) 
<https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/09/talibans-government-includes-designated-terrorists-ex-
guantanamo-detainees.php> accessed 16 September 2021. 
5 Christine; Adili Roehrs and Afghanistan Analysts Network, ‘Two Parties Too Wary for Peace? Central Questions for 

Talks with the Taleban in Doha’ (https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/two-parties-too-
wary-for-peace-central-questions-for-talks-with-the-taleban-in-doha/, 11 September 2020) 
<https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2038186.html> accessed 14 September 2021. 
6 ‘Taliban’s Rise Masks Pashtun Assertion in Af-Pak’ (Sify) <https://www.sify.com/news/talibans-rise-masks-pashtun-

assertion-in-af-pak-news-national-viyi4thfjfihi.html> accessed 16 September 2021. 
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2021. 
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seminary-proud-of-taliban-alumni/articleshow/79260767.cms> accessed 14 September 2021. 
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10 ibid. 
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in Kandahar12, and as previously mentioned, taught at his controversial alma 

mater, Darul Uloom Haqqani.13 Subsequently, during the 20-year insurgency, 

he ran his seminary (madrassa) in Quetta (Ishaqabad)14 . He remained in 

Pakistan before emerging last year, during which he lost two of his sons and a 

nephew to a bombing of his seminary.15  Throughout the first Islamic Emirate 

and the following insurgency, he kept a low profile till he was thrust into the 

public eye on account of his position as a negotiator in Doha given his record, 

Sharie is speculated to adhere to the Taliban's conservative interpretation of 

the Sharia, appointment as a minister is thus theorised as a ploy to persuade 

and please the immoderate factions of the Taliban. It may further be 

connected to the need for asserting control by Chief Hibatullah Akhundzada, 

who, along with others from the negotiating team, presumably come from the 

Quetta Shura.16 This connection precipitates from Hakim Sharie's closeness to 

Chief Hibatullah Akhundzada,17 who recently announced the regime's 

compliance with Sharia (Islamic) law, which they claim is not in contravention 

with international statutes.18  

The other implications of his appointment further the general critique of 

an unsurprising all-male appointment, with the most significant concern 

regarding the application of Sharia Law, given its prior narrow interpretations 

and meting out of medieval punishments during the first Islamic Emirate.19 Thus, 

Mawlawi Abdul Hakim Sharie's importance as a scholar20 and his ethnic 

background as a Pashtun21 may be speculated to provide a sense of 
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legitimacy within the ranks of the Taliban. However, the appointment of a 

'hardline' cleric to such a position calls into question the Taliban claim of having 

transformed on questions of law and governance.  

 

 


