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Report 

Xinhua News Agency and Communication University of China (CUC) organised an 
“International Think Tank Experts’ Short-term Visiting Programme” in Beijing and Zhejiang 
province from November 10 to 20, 2019. This study programme aimed to raise awareness 
and develop knowledge on Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the trans-continental project 
initiated by China in 2013 linking the country to destinations in the Eurasian region through 
infrastructural development projects. Scholars, policy makers and other experts from across 
the world visited China to join this short-term study programme on BRI. Centre for China 
India Studies (CICS), JGU was invited to nominate a scholar to join this fellowship; Dr. 
Suruchi Mazumdar, assistant professor and assistant dean of Jindal School of Journalism and 
Communication (JSJC), represented JGU in this programme as per recommendation of CICS.   
Participants joined this fellowship from more than 50 countries including Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, South Africa and Egypt that are part of China’s BRI project as well as 
Tunisia and India that are not a part of this transcontinental initiative. The first part of the 
project was held in Beijing where the international delegation visited renowned institutions 
like CUC and China Institute of International Studies (CIIS) and interacted with scholars 
from China for a better understanding of China’s goal and rationale in launching this 
initiative. In the second leg of the programme, the fellows visited the premises of tech 
companies and “social enterprises” in Ningbo, Hangzhou and Huzhou in Zheijiang province, 
which remain essential to the BRI project. Participants also attended an international forum 
titled “The Significance of China’s Social Governance to the World” in Zhili town in Huzhou 
in Zheijiang province on November 18, 2019. The delegation also had the opportunity to 
travel by China’s high speed railway that ran at a speed of 300 km per hour to cover the 
distance from Huzhou to Beijing in only five hours. The high speed railway in the particular 
sector was operated by a Shanghai-based corporation. 

 

Beijing: November 11 to 14, 2019 

The fellowship was inaugurated with an opening ceremony at Xinhua News Agency and a 
visit to Xinhua History Exhibition Hall. The inauguration ceremony was presided over by 
Gong Xixiang, Secretary General and Director of the General Affairs Office, Xinhua News 
Agency; Liao Xiangzhong, President of Communication University of China; Gerrishon 
Kirimi M’Ikiara, Associate Director at the Institute of Diplomacy and International Studies, 
University of Nairobi; and Hu Bilang, Dean of the Belt and Road Research Institute of 
Beijing Normal University. A Belt and Road Studies Network was established to mark the 
70th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the 60th anniversary of the 
CUC. Professor Liao Xiangzhong said in his speech that while the United States imposed 
protectionist trade policies, the BRI Studies Network valued openness and aimed to create an 
international community of scholars engaged in expert study of this initiative. Professor Hu 
Bilang highlighted the importance of digital economy in China’s BRI project. The speakers 



emphasised that economic growth and partnership, the values of multiculturalism and 
economic globalisation remain at the heart of BRI.  

 

 

Group photo with Professor Zhang Weiwei at the CUC 

 

A photo-exhibition at the History Museum of Xinhua News Agency documented the 
development of communication technologies in China from the 1950s to the present day and 
Xinhua’s evolution to a global news agency. The exhibition included photographs as well as 
old communication gadgets such as typewriters, camera and telegram; many of the exhibits 
showed the importance of international reporting in Chinese diplomacy.  

 

 

 



 

Photographs and other exhibits at History Museum of Xinhua News Agency 

In an inaugural lecture at the CUC titled, “70 Years of Achievements in China: How 
‘the Belt and Road Initiative’ will Contribute to the making of a better world?”, Professor 
Zhang Weiwei of China Institute, Fudan University said that China is currently transitioning 
through its fourth phase of industrial revolution after revolutions in manufacturing, telecom 
and internet communication. Big data, artificial intelligence (AI) and quantum 
communication form the backbone of the country’s development at the current phase of 
development. Professor Zhang also added that while Internet was discovered and later on 
used by the West as a political tool to encourage counter-insurgency and regime change in 
the name of information freedom, China views Internet technologies as a tool to improve 
people’s livelihood and support development. It was reiterated that China intends to share its 
economic success with the outside world through a project like the BRI.   

In the second lecture of the programme at the CUC titled, “Belt and Road: Building 
the Community of Shared Future for Mankind”, Professor Hu Bilang, Member of the Council 
of BRI Studies Network and Dean of BRI Institute at Beijing Normal University, shared 
China’s economic rationale for a project like BRI. Challenging Western discourses that tend 
to see BRI as a military, imperial project of the Chinese state, Professor Bilang said that 
China aims to make trade routes with Central Asian and Latin American countries for the 
import of oil, natural gas, iron ore, soyabean, coffee and other agricultural and natural 
resources. Professor Bilang also said that poor countries in the region would benefit from 
infrastructural projects and a digital economy.  

 

 

Professor Hu Bilang interacting with the delegation 



 

The delegation also visited the China Institute of International Studies (CIIS) for an 
interactive session with Qi Zhenhong, member of the council of Belt and Road Studies, and 
Rong Ying, Vice President of CIIS. Discussing the challenges of countering Western 
imperialism, Professor Zhenhong said that China believes in peaceful rise unlike Western 
powers. Responding to critiques of cyber security raised by the United States against Chinese 
Internet and technology companies, experts at the CIIS said that in Europe countries such as 
Germany have already used products of the telecom company Huawei and that so far there 
have been no complaints of violation of security.  

 

 

Group photo at CICS 

 

Professor Gu Xueming, Dean of Chinese Academy of International Trade and 
Economic Cooperation, in a presentation shared details of the infrastructural development, 
health and smart city projects undertaken as part of the BRI in countries such as Sri Lanka, 
Ethiopia, Djibouti and Iraq. Professor Xueming said that with total investment of 10 billion 
dollars the BRI projects have seen mixed results so far. Even though India is not part of BRI, 
China and India share strong economic ties. Professor Xueming said that there remains great 
potential of cooperation between the two countries in the software sector. The first leg of the 
programme ended with a visit to the premises of China Railway Construction Corporation 
Limited, a key partner in BRI project. The fellows also visited an exhibition that documented 
the history and development of railways in China. Wu Minsu, Vice Dean of the Faculty of 
Journalism and Communication at CUC, spoke about the changes in China’s social life in a 
presentation titled “Changes taking place in China over the past 70 years.”  

 

Ningbo, Hangzhou and Huzhou: November 15 to 19, 2019  

The visit to Zhejiang province was in particular an illuminating experience for the delegation 
as places like Ningbo, Hangzhou and Huzhou showcased the miracle of Chinese 
development. The second leg of the fellowship programme primarily entailed visits to the 
backrooms of Chinese technology. 

 



 

Cityscape of Ningbo, Zhejiang province  

Ningbo 

The day-long trip in Ningbo started with a visit to the premises of Konfoong Materials 
(KFM) International, a company that manufactures semi-conductors and other raw materials 
required to make chips for mobile phones, laptops and other electronic gadgets. Started in 
mid-2000s by a group of young scientists who returned to China after working overseas, 
KFM has clients across the developed world including Texas Instruments and Micron 
Technology in the United States. A representative from the company said that the current 
trade embargo imposed by the United States government made little dent to the company’s 
bottom line as it enjoyed long-lasting ties with partners in the private sector. The fellows also 
visited Robotics Intelligence Valley, an exhibition centre that showcased different types of 
robots currently used in China for manufacturing, customer service and homecare purposes. 

  

 

Mobile phone chips at KFM 

 

  

International business footprint of KFM  



 

 

Robotics 

The Ningbo trip concluded with a visit to the largest commercial port of the town. 

 

 

Commercial port at Ningbo, strategic point for BRI projects 

 

Hangzhou 

The next stop was Cloud town, a futuristic township of China’s biggest technology company 
Alibaba that has massive global footprints. This township, originally a centre for textile 
manufacturing, evolved into a centre of big data and cloud industry since 2012 with generous 
support from the municipal, provincial and central governments. Alibaba’s cloud town that 
was built over 13.8 km area over just 85 days displays the latest technology of cloud 
computing and big data and futuristic models such as flying cars that would become a reality 
by 2050. The township also houses a university, a Chinese cultural centre and the research 
development unit of Foxconn that is known for manufacturing the Apple iPhone. The visit 
concluded with a visit to the Museum of Inspiration that documents and showcases the 
evolution and advancement of technology in China since the early days of computer in the 
1990s to the latest Internet technology that operates smart cars and promises to offer free Wi-
Fi to the entire world through satellite communication and space-based network. The exhibits 
demonstrated how common people can benefit from technology. For instance, cloud 
computing can change the lives of ordinary rail road workers who can send emergency alerts 
to co-workers by using this technology and thus maintain safety of railway tracks. One 
exhibit displayed the evolution of mobile phones from the humble button phones to the 
advanced integrated devices of the present day.  

 



 

Alibaba Cloud town 

 

 

Exhibit at the Museum of Inspiration 

 

Display of Cloud computing 

 

Huzhou 

The delegation visited Yu in Anji, a tiny mountainous village that developed into an eco-
friendly tourist destination over a decade and half, with home-stay facilities run by locals. 



The success story of this little village is presented as an example of China’s efficient social 
governance model.   

 

 

Yu, a tourist destination 

 

Zhili: Inside the backrooms of 5G 

Zhili town in Huzhou, known for children’s wear, transformed from a traditional industrial 
hub to a tech manufacturing centre over a decade or so.  

 

 

Zhili town, a tech hub 

 

The delegation visited Tony Tech, a company that manufactures electronic wires for 5G. 
Tony Tech started off with children’s wear but over time evolved into a technology hub. 

 



 

Inside Tony Tech 

 

 

From making children’s wear to 5G: Tony Tech’s journey  

 

The fellows also attended a day-long international forum on the global significance of 
China’s social governance in Zhili town. Scholars and representatives of the provincial 
government reiterated that big data and people to people connection remain at heart of the 
country’s social governance model. Some of the international visiting fellows were invited to 
speak at this international meet. The study tour concluded in Beijing with a closing ceremony 
at the CUC. Fellows were presented with certificates to mark their participation in the 
programme.    

 

   

Fellows at an international meet on China’s social governance in Zhili town 


