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TWO BASIC QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED 
 

1. General impression with Chinese public interest lawyering? 

 

2. Best learning through this internship at ‘Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’ based in 

Beijing, China? 

 

 

P P L N Apoorva (4th Year BA LLB Hons) 

 

According to Miss Apporva, Chinese government has a tight control over everything due to 

which the lawyers have to be careful in the way they deal with cases that can be sensitive. She 

stated that her internship revealed that the lawyers in China have not much freedom as we have 

in India and there are so many hindrances and restricting over them to not indulge themselves 

in cases of public interest or which may lead to considerable public mobilization. She stated 

that this law firm made everyone to see the dark side of a rapidly developing economy as most 

of their clients were workers who got laid off their employment benefits. She further states that 

because of such stringent control by the government, the scope of Public interest litigation is 

lagging behind in China and need a much more liberal platform to grow further.  



 

Best part of her internship was to know that ‘Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’ also gives 

those students opportunity to study law who, due to various reasons, do not have access to a 

proper law college and have been left with their dreams to study and pursue law. Concluding 

her remarks, she stated that if someone wants a cross–culture information trading experience 

this is the internship to aim for. She was of the view point that ‘Zhichang Public Interest 

Lawyers’ is a successful and much required model of law firm which is a non- profit 

organization devoted for helping those who do not have access to lawyers who are willing to 

fight for their cause. She also got an opportunity to speak to many lawyers who spoke about 

the procedure of adjudication in China, also interact with other interns from Australia. In her 

view, this internship is a great opportunity to do comparative studies and to closely study the 

Chinese culture. She went to a Buddhist monastery which was a memorable experience. She 

also presented her native(Indian) culture and had many debates over various topics.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Swaranjali Agrawal 

 

For the purpose of this project, Miss Agarwal was the first person I interviewed about her 

internship at the first and leading Chinese public Interest Lawyers Organization named 

‘Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’ based in Beijing, China. She found the Chinese Public 

Interest Lawyering to be very flexible in nature but still needs further development as he 

pointed out that the policies are not much liberal as compared to other countries. The concept 

of Public Interest Litigations is holding a tight grip for last few years only in China and is being 

accepted more widely by the SPC in China.  

 

states that the lawyers and other staff working at the Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’ were 

very welcoming towards the interns and especially about them being the foreign interns, they 

had a very comfortable working and learning experience at such a prestigious organization.  

 

The best part about her internship was that the staff at the firm was very open to the new and 

different ideas. They did not turn her down even if her ideas were impractical or were different 

to them. She got to learn a whole new research method in China which is very helpful for her 

future work. This research method of connecting the law with the issues was very impressive 

and different from what she has learnt before this internship. She was eager to express and 

implement such skill in the practical life one day. According to her, the ZPIL international 

internship program was very diverse in nature as there were many interns from different 



countries also which also gave her an exposure to the law students from different origins and 

though interactions with them she got to expand her knowledge about the field of law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Meghna Palit 

 

According to Miss Palit, she felt that it looked like the system of Public Interest litigation in 

China is not much favored form of lawyering as the strict rules and other factors like l’ack of 

funding’ and the ‘laws by government’ makes it a difficult for the NGO’s and other lawyering 

agencies to work in this direction. She was of the view that China is still in need of good 

governance with respect to the system of public interest litigations and judicial activism. She 

also viewed it as a challenge for the Chinese government to control the world’s largest 

population along with ensuring the healthy development Index, competing the USA, UK and 

other developed nations’ economy.  

 

 

For her, the inside the organization experience was a different yet great altogether. She shared 

that she faced a couple of problems initially but it went smooth. She states that Chinese are not 

good with English in general but they had access to and downloaded apps like Pleco, Waygo 

and voice translators, which made social interactions like at the time of shopping and at other 

public places, easy and workable. She then stated that people at her office knew basic English 

so, it was fine to communicate with them during their working hours. Although, she loved the 

snowfall as it was her first snowfall. She said that she was amused by knowing two things: first 

is the love of Chinese people for their different variety of food and second is the dedication 

and hard work of people towards their work whether it be any profession. She learnt to give 

priority to one’s responsibilities before anything and to improve inner self by working 

consistently on oneself, from the Chinese traditional culture through this internship. 
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Aditi Dahiya 

 

Miss. Dahiya specifically started by stating that, through this internship, most importantly she 

got to know about and learn about the legal system there in China. She got to know about the 

hierarchy of courts in China that at lower level there are Courts of Special Jurisdiction then 

comes the Local people court which generally considers the civil and criminal nature of cases 

and then comes the apex court ‘the Supreme People’s Court(SPS) which is like the Supreme 

Court we have in India. She thinks that Chinese have good legal system so as to control and 

address the social issues as well as to control the number of cases in the country, which she 

came to know about only after this internship as she had a different picture about the system in 

China before. She was really surprised and really supported the fact that the Chinese court 

system is aligned and co-followed by the another National level agency named as ‘People’s 

Procuratorates’ which have their own legal system based on common law traditions and also 

stated that India should also have such a system which ensures fair Justice to be served to 

common men. She then mentions little bit about a Nanping Case, ruled on January 21, 2016 

putting fine of about 160 million yuan, related to illegal waste disposal activities by big 

industries polluting which were heavily polluting the environment. This was because of the 

effort of the All China Environment Federation, an Ngo endorsed by the government.  

  

Further, she had a couple of research assignments with the Australian co-interns assigned by 

the Associates working at the ‘Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’. She found the office 

ambience pretty friendly. She also got a chance to do research work under the Director of 

ZPIL. She shared that in China, people don’t use browsers like Google, Wikipedia or other 

social media including Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram so she and other interns had to 

use VPN so as to gain access to Google, Wikipedia which made their lives easier for the 

purpose of working for the purpose of working for the internship. She also took part in debates 

and talks on Women Rights there. She also had field trips to the mind boggling and the 

prestigious ‘Sheng Beijing District Court’ and further shared that the Beijing District courts 

are nowhere close to Indian district courts system, she visited to witness a hearing of the 

Chinese white powder case where the defendant was charged for dealing in drugs.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Avni Choudhary 

 

Miss Chaudhary stated that ‘Zhichang Public Interest Lawyers’ was well organized and an 

active legal platform that represented the rural, poor and unprivileged section of the society 

and has played a good role in raising the voices of the poor and needy. She further stated that 

through the system of Chinese Public Interest lawyering, the issues of the society are raised at 

the national level and the grass root reality of the situation in china is reflected before the media 

and the law authorities. She said that this system and activity of public interest lawyering has 

been implemented and practiced in a manner which is very difficult in China and the founding 

milestone to follow this practice in China was initially set up by the ‘Zhichang Public Interest 

Lawyers’ only which is helping Chinese people in a significant way.  



 

 

An opportunity for an Internship at ‘Zhicheng Public Interest Lawyers’ was a big and honorable 

learning experience for her. During this internship, she worked on several cases related to 

domestic violence, child rights, rights of old people, adoption and guardianship etc. Her work 

was predominately based on comparative research on legal statutes between India and China, 

as assigned by the Lawyers to her. She stated that the work at ‘Zhichang Public Interest 

Lawyers’ was collaborative, informative and imparted in a sense of assimilation with the 

Chinese culture and traditions; and the colleagues there were extremely helpful and friendly 

towards them(interns). 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Akanksha Khanna 

 

According to Miss Khanna, the work at the internship was much to her liking and area of 

interest as the concern and help for the poor people, old age people and other vulnerable 

sections of society is one of the most important thing for every nation and ZPIL is keen on 

doing it by following and adopting the procedure of the public interest lawyering which is 

similar to the system of filing Public Interest Litigations in India. The system of Public Interest 

lawyering and the the efforts made by originations like ZPIL are really important for the 

Chinese people because through this system only, the social problems are raised before the law 

authorities in Courts without the consideration of money from the parties in problem and with 

the sole motive of social justice. She thinks that there is a need of more policy reforms and a 

need of more government funding such organizations as the issues raised by them addresses 

and deals with a larger number of population(plaintiffs/defendants).  

  

Her internship at ZPIL was one of the most enriching experiences. She said that her internship 

indeed brought her to learn numerous new things and lessons for life. She stated that at first 

not knowing the local language of the people there was deterring but in time with the help of 

new friends from other countries and some Chinese locals, she came to know about various 

applications on the phone to converse in their local language. She stated that the culture in 

China is very diverse and have different cultures and traditional practices, which is much like 

in India. She also mentions that though her internship she got to experience a whole new and 

rich heritage (which is one of the world’s oldest civilizations) which fills into you the liveliness 

of the country as well as the people (once you get to know them). She then sums up by stating 

that comparative studies between different nations and issues was very insightful the and the 

overall the experience was one of the best, I have had till date.  
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SUMMARY 

 



 

As per the statements and views of the six of the above interviewees, collected through the 

question and answer session, I have come to an understanding that these interns had best time 

of their life while they were in Beijing working under China’s one of the most influential and 

well known Non-governmental organization. They got an opportunity to learn various new 

things while working with the largest Chinese Public interest law organization. I have come to 

understand that for Chinese government, it is a really big challenge to control a country with 

such a big number of population while also maintain highest GDP in the world. So, in the times 

of such tensions, to address the problems of the society, poor people, old aged citizens and 

other citizens who lack financial support and other legal measures, the organizations like ZPIL 

plays a big role for them by recognizing the problems faced by the society or other minority 

sections. The ZPIL takes the issues to before the Judiciary and reveals the reality about the 

situation of the vulnerable sections of the society. The ZPIL has set a precedent in the country 

that to further expand the scope of Public Interest Litigation in China, there is a need of 

dedication and hard work and a different mindset where ‘the welfare of the society’ is the 

preference of the organization. There are so many section in our society in China which needs 

the support of organizations like ZPIL like the Child rights, poor peoples, people living in 

villages: farmers’ rights and other so many controversial issues which comes up before every 

government as a result of the change in thinking and evolution of the humans. So, the overall 

motive behind the internship at ZPIL was to make people aware about how the efforts are being 

made successfully for the implementation of and practice of Public interest litigations in China 

by the efforts of such private organizations and the scope of PIL’s is being widened in Chinese 

tradition and culture. Its all about balancing the needs of the current generation and the 

suffering people in front of the greed of those who ignore the law and are super rich and to 

make this realize in the eyes of law, justifiably.  

 

 

 

  


