
IDEAS Office of Interdisciplinary Studies serves as a university-wide incubator
for interdisciplinary research by providing an interdomain institutional space for
cross-pedagogical learning, while entrenching its core principles, ethos in core
application of interdisciplinary thought and praxis across social sciences.
Through sustained engagement with scholars interested in working beyond the
narrow contours of their own disciplines, IDEAS facilitates collaborations across
JGU Schools and Institutes to create a novel research ecosystem and thought
architecture within each multidisciplinary research constellation. 

IDEAS hosts interdisciplinary research constellations that produce working papers,
reports and scholarly publications, builds partnerships with civil society stakeholders
and think-tanks, holds research outreach events for scholars, practitioners, policy
makers, and others, and delivers cutting-edge training programmes for government,
scholars, and third-sector organizations.
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The constellation is an interdisciplinary research group who draw on urban studies,
social psychology, science and technology studies (STS), and sociology to understand
the complex interplay between technology, inequalities, and social justice within the
ever-evolving landscape of urban spaces. Urbanization, while providing opportunities,
has also seen rising concerns related to health, housing, education, and water,
exacerbated by existing social relations of gender, caste, class, religion, and ability.
The constellation aims to understand urban development through a critical lens,
focusing on the processes of urbanization and globalization that shape the experiences
of urban residents? Furthermore, it aims to explore questions such as understanding
the challenges and possibilities of technology in enabling people’s access to health,
and studying the role of public spaces in exacerbating or challenging social
inequalities.

The overarching questions that guide our research are:
 

How do we understand urban development through a critical lens? How have
processes of urbanisation and globalisation shaped the experiences of urban
residents?
What role does the nexus between state, capital, and technology play in labour
surveillance?
What are the challenges and possibilities of technology in enabling people’s
access to health?
How does the design of public spaces in our cities exacerbate or challenge
existing social inequalities?
How might we envision a city that cares, despite the atomisation and anonymity
that is inherent to cities?



PROF. (DR.) GAYATRI BALU

Email: gayatri.balu@jgu.edu.in

Assistant Director and Assistant Professor,
IDEAS

Gayatri Balu is an academic and researcher specializing in gender studies, feminist
politics, and development. She served as an Assistant Professor at the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences, Mumbai, where she taught courses on Gender and Public
Policy and South Asian Women's Literature. Gayatri holds a PhD in Gender
Studies from Jawaharlal Nehru University and has an extensive professional
background, including roles at IIT Delhi, the Society for Social and Economic
Research, and the Odisha Livelihoods Mission. Her research explores gender and
religion, as well as gendered labor dynamics. Her work also addresses critical issues
such as gender imbalances in STEM and women's land ownership rights, earning
her recognition, including the Vina Mazumdar Memorial Fund Award. She is an
active contributor to scholarly discourse, with publications in prestigious journals
and participation in national and international conferences.

Forthcoming, July, 2026. Beyond the 'Goddess': Everyday lives of women
Velichappads in Kerala. In D. A. Dungdung, R. Patgiri, & P. Kumar (Eds.),
Sociology of Gender in India. Cambridge University Press.

2025. Book review: Sadhna Arya and Lata Singh (Eds), Feminist Movements in
India: Issues, Debates, Struggles. Social Change, 0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/00490857251408975
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2025. Book Review of ‘Revolution Within: Nampudiri Women as Agents of
Social Reform in Kerala (2024) ’, Author: Anandi, T K, Publisher: Tulika Books in
Economic and Political Weekly. LX (45),32-
33.https://www.epw.in/journal/2025/45/book-reviews/repositioning-women-
revisiting-reforms.html

2025. Beyond subjugation and subversion: Spectatorship, shifting practices, and
the evolving politics of the Kodungallur Bharani festival in Kerala, South India.
Social Compass, 72(4), 533-550. https://doi.org/10.1177/00377686251387810

2024. Reassessing Responses and Reimagining Needs: Nattukar and Dowry
Deaths in Kerala. Social Scientist, 52 (7-8), 47-58.  

2024. Living on the Margins, Working in the Planned: Domestic Workers
Traversing to/Between Squatter Settlements and Planned Colonies in South and
South-West Delhi. Society and Culture in South Asia, 10(2), 177–196.
https://doi.org/10.1177/23938617241256239

2022. Masculinity and Marriage: Interrogating Possession Among Velichappads of
Kerala. Men and Masculinities, 25 (5), 765-781.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1097184X221104101 

2021. In Search of Writing. Economic and Political Weekly, 56(52), 80–
81.https://www.epw.in/journal/2021/52/postscript/search-writing.html
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Najam Us Saqib is an Assistant Lecturer and Assistant Director at the Office of
Interdisciplinary Studies (IDEAS) and Assistant Director at the Centre for New
Economics Studies (CNES), O.P. Jindal Global University. His research focuses on
postcolonial caste politics, decolonising caste, identity formation, and the politics
of marginalisation, with a particular emphasis on subaltern and excluded
communities in South Asia.

His ethnographic and interdisciplinary scholarship has appeared in leading
academic publications, including the journal Contemporary Voice of Dalit and
Economic and Political Weekly (EPW). He is the co-author of the book Identity,
Dispossession and Resilience of the Subaltern: A Study of Marginalised
Communities in Kashmir. He is also the co-editor of the book The Practice of
Visual Ethnography: Examining Identity and Lived Experiences of Marginalised
Communities.

Beyond academic publishing, he has written extensively on politics, development,
democracy, caste, and social justice for public-facing platforms, including The
Wire, The Quint, and East Asia Forum. He engages with contemporary debates
on governance, democracy, social exclusion, and the experiences of marginalised
communities in India and South Asia.
His broader research interests include caste and social stratification, identity
politics, Muslim political thought, development studies, visual ethnography, and
the lived experiences of vulnerable and marginalised communities in conflict-
affected and postcolonial societies.

CO-LEAD

India’s opposition in disarray after BJP’s Delhi victory. East Asia Forum (EAF)
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/04/04/indias-opposition-in-disarray-after-bjps-delhi-
victory/
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The Unplanned City: How Marginalised Voices Are Silenced in Name of Urban
Development. The Wire. https://thewire.in/urban/the-unplanned-city-how-
marginalised-voices-are-silenced-in-name-of-urban-development

In Era of Bulldozer Raj and Forced Evictions, Reality of Urban Slums Paints a Bleak
Picture. The Wire. https://thewire.in/urban/in-era-of-bulldozer-raj-and-forced-
evictions-reality-of-urban-slums-paints-a-bleak-picture

As Flooding Wreaks Havoc Across Cities, a Nudge for Urban Policy to Address
Climate Change. The Wirehttps://m.thewire.in/article/environment/as-flooding-
wreaks-havoc-across-cities-a-nudge-for-urban-policy-to-address-climate-
change/amp?utm=relatedarticles

 
Iran remembers: Intruders can’t be liberators. Deccan Herald
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/iran-remembers-intruders-can-t-be-liberators-
3601249

Decoding the Socio-Legal Implications of Delimitation. The Wire
https://thewire.in/politics/decoding-the-socio-legal-implications-of-delimitation.

The Hanji Fishing Community in J&K Is Struggling to Survive. The
Wirehttps://thewire.in/books/the-hanji-fishing-community-in-jk-is-struggling-to-
survive

Delhi's Political Earthquake: How AAP's Fortress Crumbled, One Seat A Time. The
Quint https://www.thequint.com/opinion/delhis-election-results-2025-bjp-ends-27-
year-drought-as-aap-fortress-crumbles-political-earthquake

 
Research Articles

Navigating modernity: Urban governance, traditional livelihoods, and the Hanji
community in Srinagar's smart city initiative. Economic & Political Weekly, 60 (8). ISSN
0012-9976 https://www.epw.in/journal/review-urban-affairs/navigating-modernity.html

Books
 

Identity, dispossession and resilience of the subaltern: A study of marginalised
communities in Kashmir. Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series . Routledge.
ISBN 9781041027232 https://www.routledge.com/Identity-Dispossession-and-
Resilience-of-the-Subaltern-A-Study-of-Marginalised-Communities-in-
Kashmir/Hassan-Mohan-Wani-UsSaqib/p/book/9781041027232

 
The Practice of Visual Ethnography: Examining Identity and Lived Experiences of
Marginalised Communities. (In Print) ISBN 978-981-95-4647-
https://link.springer.com/book/9789819546473



Dr. Preethi Krishnan is an Associate Professor at the Jindal Global Law School. She
received her Ph.D. in Sociology from Purdue University in 2019. Before joining O P
Jindal Global University, she was an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Western
Carolina University. Her primary areas of interest for research and teaching include
inequality, social movements, development, globalization, violence, and the state. In her
research, the overarching question she asks is how state-society dynamics influence
social change. She addresses this question through two thematic projects. First is her
project on the Integrated Child Development Services (Anganwadi) where she examines
how structures of gender, caste, and class influence how women claim entitlements for
care and food. The second thematic project involves domestic violence in India. In this
project, she examines how the supreme court interprets domestic violence laws and
impacts gender justice while adjudicating cases. In another collaborative project, her
research explores how women navigated violence during the Covid-19 pandemic.

She has published in Mobilization, Advances in Gender Research, The Global South,
Current Sociology, Indian Anthropologist, and Contemporary Perspectives in Family
Research.

Our Work will be Far, and the Roads are Unsafe: Housing Insecurity through an
Intersectional Lens (2026)

Gender, Power, and Economic Inequality in the Global South, Routledge, pp. 178-
190. (with Namesh Kallimsetty and Gati Kochar) [Book Chapter]

Krishnan, Preethi , Killemsetty, Namesh  and Kochar, Gati (2026) Our Work Will
Be Far, and the Roads Are Unsafe: Housing Insecurity through an Intersectional
Lens. In: Gender, Power, and Economic Inequality in the Global South: An
Intersectional Approach. Routledge, New York, pp. 178-190. ISBN 9781040550014

DR. PREETHI KRISHNAN
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Associate Director, IDEAS
Associate Professor, Jindal Global Law School
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Anganwadi as a social reproduction site: Dalit feminist resistance to gender,
caste and class  (2025)Contributions to Indian Sociology 58(3), 360-
385.https://doi.org/10.1177/00699659251356312 

It’s Power, Not Pandemic: How Identifying Power Structures Enables
Emotional Resilience during Crisis Caregiving (2023) Transcending Crisis by
Attending to Care, Emotion, and Flourishing, Routledge, pp. 144-164. (with Priya
Pillai, Suchitra Venkatachalam, and Payten Kleinhenz) [Book Chapter]

Measuring Violence, Erasing Struggles: Hermeneutical Injustice in Domestic
Violence Research. (2022) Gender: Visibility and Erasure (Advances in Gender
Research, Vol 33), Emerald Publishing Limited, pp. 165-179.
https://doi.org/10.1108/S1529-212620220000033017    

Intersectional Grievances in Care-work: Framing Inequalities of Gender,
Class, and Caste (2020) Mobilization: An International Quarterly 25(4):493-512. 

Agenda Setting and Agenda Building: Intersections of Gender and
Engendering Caste and Class in the Indian Women’s Movement (2019) Pp
55-65 in Women’s and Gender Studies in India: Crossings edited by Anu
Aneja. New York: Routledge.  (with Mangala Subramaniam) [Book Chapter]

Mainstreaming Gender, Endangered, Ungendered? Analysis of Media
Reports of the 2012 Case of Rape in India. (2018) Gender and the Media: Women’s
Places (Advances in Gender Research, Vol. 26), Emerald Publishing Limited, pp.
125-140 (with Soma Chaudhuri and Mangala Subramaniam)

Stranded between the Law, Family, and Society: Women in Domestic
Violence and Rulings of India’s Supreme Court (2016)Current Sociology 64(4):
603-619.(with Mangala Subramaniam)

Gender, Domestic Violence, and Patterns of Conviction: Analysis of India’s
Supreme Court Rulings (2015) Contemporary Perspectives in Family Research 9: 45-
72 (with Mangala Subramaniam)
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Understanding the State: Right to Food Campaign in India (2014)The Global
South 8(2): 101-118 (with Mangala Subramaniam)

Women’s Movement Groups in State Policy Formulation: Addressing Violence against
Women (2014) Indian Anthropologist  44(1): 37-52 (with Mangala
Subramaniam and Christopher Bunka)

Gender, Caste, and Class: Structural Violence in India (2014)pp 240-248 in
Routledge International Handbook of Race, Class, and Gender edited by
Shirley Jackson. UK: Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group). (with Mangala
Subramaniam) [Book Chapter]
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PUBLICATIONS:

Vidya Subramanian is an interdisciplinary scholar whose research interests lie at
the intersection of technologies and societies. Her research is loosely framed by
two large issues: the first is of the colonization of the everyday so-called real world
by the digital; and the second is how power permeates and is implicated in such
technologies. Her work has straddled several academic fields such as Science,
Technology, and Society (STS), Sociology, Media Studies, and Sports Studies.
Prior to joining Jindal Global Law School, she has held postdoctoral positions at
Harvard University and IIT Bombay, after having completed her PhD from the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) New Delhi. Her first book, based on her
doctoral work Speeding Up Sport: Technology and the Indian Premier League
was published in 2022.
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Sinha, Chetan  (2026) Transforming Psychological Jurisprudence: Beyond Passivity
and Determinism. Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science, 60 (1): 25.
ISSN 1936-3567

Sinha, Chetan  (2026) Transformative Social Psychology: Towards Social Change
and Justice. Taylor and Francis, London. ISBN 9781040873687
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Sinha, Chetan  (2025) Gatekeeping the discipline Re-entering ‘Social Psychology as
History’. Psychological Studies. pp. 1-7. ISSN 0033-2968 (In Press)
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Dr Chetan Sinha holds PhD in Social Psychology from Jawaharlal Nehru
University. Before joining JGU, Dr Chetan taught graduate and postgraduate
students in different institutions such as AIPS-Amity University and the
Department of psychology, at Christ University Bengaluru. He has also worked as
a post-graduate teacher of psychology. At present, he teaches subfields of
psychology at Jindal Global Law School to Law students. His academic interest
broadly connects to critical social psychology, educational psychology, political
psychology, and the interdisciplinarity between psychology, the brain, and law.
His approach is derived from social identity theory, social representation theory
and critical pedagogy. Specifically, he ventures into the critical aspects of social
cognition, leadership, and power. Chetan has published a book “Power dynamics
in education: Shaping the structure of school education in India” from Routledge.
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Sinha, Chetan (2025) Beyond the Chains of Technology: social justice and the
psychology of revolutionary education. Integrative Psychological and
Behavioral Science, 59 (2): 52. ISSN 1932-4502

Sinha, Chetan (2025) The authentic leader in the neoliberal times:
Development, identity dominance and the politics of “doing” in India.
Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science, 59 (2). ISSN 1932-4502

Sinha, Chetan (2025) The social context of consciousness: an integrative
framework for neuroscience, psychology, and law. Integrative Psychological
and Behavioral Science, 59 (1). ISSN 1932-4502

Sinha, Chetan (2024) How does the brain matter for the dignity of mind and
law? Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science, 59 (1): 4. ISSN 1932-
4502

Sinha, Chetan (2024) Interpreting neuroscientific evidence in the legal
domain: Do the stereotypes come in? Integrative Psychological and Behavioral
Science. ISSN 1932-4502 (In Press)

Sinha, Chetan (2024) Critical psychology and the brain: Rethinking free will
in the legal context. Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science. ISSN
1932-4502 | 1936-3567

Sinha, Chetan (2023) Beyond dehumanized gender identity: Critical reflection
on neuroscience, power relationship and law. Integrative Psychological and
Behavioral Science. ISSN 1936-3567 | 1932-4502 (In Press)

Sinha, Chetan (2023) Making sense of law: Critical reflection on neuroscience,
socialisation, and self. Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science. ISSN
1936-3567 (In Press)

Sinha, Chetan (2023) Power dynamics in education: Shaping the structure of
school education in India. Routledge, London. ISBN 9781003378297

Sinha, Chetan (2022) Book Review-Girishwar Misra, Nilanjana Sanyal and
Sonali De, Psychology in Modern India: Historical, Methodological, and
Future Perspectives. Springer Nature, 2021, 534 pp., €129.99. ISBN:
9789811647048. [Book Review] (In Press)

Sinha, Chetan (2022) Liberating data: Politics of reality in interdisciplinary
social psychology. Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science. ISSN
19324502 (In Press)

https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9649/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9649/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9649/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9367/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9367/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9128/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/9128/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/8911/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/8911/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7800/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7800/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7326/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7326/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7025/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/7025/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5757/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5757/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5755/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5755/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/4694/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/4694/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/4694/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/4694/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/10/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/10/


Sinha, Chetan (2022) Interpreting evidence and the brain in legal domain: Do
the stereotypes come in? [Preprint] (Unpublished)

Sinha, Chetan (2022) Social context of the brain and law: Is consciousness
social? [Preprint] (Unpublished)

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Making sense of law: Reflection on neuroscience,
socialization and self. [Preprint]

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Critical psychology and brain: Rethinking free will in
the legal context. [Preprint]

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Dehumanized gender identity: Critical reflection on
neuroscience, power relationship and law. [Preprint]

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Knowledge about family and school contribution in
academic achievement: The context of schooling and social representations in
India. Journal of Education, 203 (1). pp. 154-172. ISSN 00220574

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Collective for what? Humility and compassion is the
need of time. Counter Currents.

Sinha, Chetan (2021) Ganges water and myths of immunity from coronavirus.
Mainstream, 59 (19). pp. 1-3.

Menon, Karishma, Malu, Bhasker and Sinha, Chetan (2020) Development and
validation of emotion recognition software in the Indian population.
Psychological Studies, 65 (4). pp. 489-496. ISSN 0033-2968

Sinha, Chetan (2020) Authentic leadership, power and social identities: A call
for justice in Indian higher education system. Higher Education for the
Future, 7 (2). pp. 147-168. ISSN 23476311

Sinha, Chetan (2020) Dalit leadership, collective pride and struggle for social
change among educated dalits: contesting the legitimacy of social class
mobility approach. Contemporary Voice of Dalit, 12 (1). pp. 52-70. ISSN
2455328X

Sinha, Chetan (2019) The Politics of data and reality: Construction of cause in
interdisciplinary social psychology. [Preprint]

https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1787/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1787/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1787/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1792/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1792/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1669/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1669/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1663/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1663/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1660/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1660/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1131/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1131/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1131/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5099/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/5099/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1569/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/208/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/208/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/329/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/329/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/146/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/146/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/146/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1888/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1888/


Sinha, Chetan (2019) How does Brain Matter? The case of dignified mind and
law. [Preprint]

Sinha, Chetan (2019) What if discipline is not interdisciplinary? The case of
social psychology in India. Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science,
53 (3). pp. 504-524. ISSN 19324502

Sinha, Chetan (2019) Mood of the consumer: collective choice, culture, and
social class. In: Optimizing millennial consumer engagement with mood
analysis. IGI Global, Pennsylvania, pp. 267-279. ISBN 9781522556909

Sinha, Chetan and Kumar, Mohit (2018) Conceal or not? Management of
dehumanized work identity among lower caste domestic workers and non-
domestic scavenging workers. South Asian Journal of Human Resources
Management, 5 (2). pp. 173-193. ISSN 23220937

Sinha, Chetan (2017) Note on History of psychology in India: problems and
prospects. History of Psychology, 20 (1). pp. 126-128. ISSN 10934510

Sinha, Chetan (2017) Measurement issues of the social class in social
psychology of education: Is it a category mistake? Polish Psychological
Bulletin, 48 (4). pp. 481-488. ISSN 0079-2993

Sinha, Chetan (2017) Note on “History of psychology in India: Problems and
prospects”. History of Psychology, 20 (1). pp. 126-128.

https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1887/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1887/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1887/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/247/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/247/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1922/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/1922/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/328/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/328/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/328/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/328/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/328/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/850/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/850/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/2859/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/2859/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/2906/
https://pure.jgu.edu.in/id/eprint/2906/


Upcoming in September 2025 : Sheher mein Gaon : Delhi through its urban villages,
Penguin Randomhouse

Chauhan, E. (2024). Making of the Marginal: Gender in a New Education City.
Contemporary South Asia.

Between Progress and Patriarchy: Gender Dynamics in Sonipat's Transformation,
TheWire (2024)

What Goes In The Making And Unmaking Of India’s National Heritage?, Outlook
India (2023)

Living in the peripheries: The ignored industrial housing of Delhi, The Indian Express
(2023)

How DDA built the middle-class dream and shaped modern Delhi, The Indian Express
(2023)

Delhi’s every ‘just another old building’ could be an Art Deco gem, The Indian Express
(2023)
The rise and decline of the havelis, The Indian Express (2023)

Decoding Collective Action Dilemmas in Historical Precincts of Delhi. Sustainability

Re sidents’ Motivations to Participate in Decision-Making for Cultural Heritage
Tourism: Case Study of New Delhi. Sustainability

Chauhan, E. (2022). Decoding Collective Action Dilemmas in Historical Precincts of
Delhi. Sustainability

PUBLICATIONS:
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Dr. Namesh Killemsetty comes with over a decade of academic and corporate
experience. Bridging his backgrounds in civil engineering and public policy, he is
a transdisciplinary scholar with a focus on urban governance, housing, and
community rights for marginalized populations. Prior to joining MIT-WPU, he
was previously working as an Associate Professor and Dean for Academic Affairs
at the Jindal School of Government and Public Policy, O.P. Jindal Global
University. Dr. Killemsetty holds a Ph.D. in Public Policy from the University of
Massachusetts Boston (2021), an M.S. in Public Policy from the same institution,
an M.Tech in Infrastructure Management from CEPT University, and a B.Tech
in Civil Engineering from MNNIT Allahabad. Prior to his doctoral studies, he
gained practical experience in the civil engineering industry, working with the
Mumbai Metro and Jindal Steel and Power Limited. Dr. Killemsetty’s research is
predominantly ethnographic, conducting extensive fieldwork across multiple
Indian states including Odisha, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, and Delhi. By
integrating theories from Urban Studies, Policy Analysis, Operations Research,
and Decision Sciences, he creataes participatory approaches to policymaking that
examine urban marginalization through lenses of gender, identity, class, and caste.
Dr. Killemsetty's scholarly contributions have been widely recognized, including
the 2021 Urban Affairs Association Alma H. Young Emerging Scholar Award and
a global research award from the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, USAID, and the World Bank Group. In his academic role, he has taught
courses on GIS in Policy Analysis, Project Management, Research Design,
Statistics, and Qualitative Research Methods.
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1.amazonaws.com/jsgp/Killemsetty_JJPP-Volume-6-Issue-I.pdf 
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Human Development Index (HDI) for cities

We propose a "People's HDI" focusing on resident experiences. Going beyond income and
health, it will measure factors like access to technology, accessibility, safety, and community
engagement. This resident-centric approach aims to identify thriving urban spaces and inform
policies that prioritise well-being for all, especially the marginalised.

Preethi Krishnan, Vidya Subramanian, Namesh Killemsetty, Chetan Sinha

Sidestepping Aarogya Setu: Exploring Non-Adoption in India's
Covid-19 Tech Landscape
This project intends to investigate how digital interventions for health play out in an urban
space, by studying the nature of non-adoption of Aarogya Setu. As the Covid-19 pandemic
raged on in India, and the use of the app became mandatory in several settings (air travel, entry
into some offices, etc), several people did not use the app for reasons of privacy and quality of
the app, several others did not use or have cellphones and therefore could not use the app, and
yet others simply did not need to use it. The use of this app in a tightly controlled situation
such as the Covid-19 lockdown can provide useful insights into the public attitudes in India to
the politics of technologies.

Vidya Subramanian

PROJECTS

Exploring the Significance of Spaces for Urban Underprivileged
Children

Through this project, we plan to examine play spaces as experienced by children from
construction workers, safai karamcharis, and slum dweller families as compared to those
occupying gated community parks within our cities. Without traditional public parks,
economically disadvantaged children utilize alternative spaces for play around their
neighbourhood, imbuing meaning into those environments, even in resource-limited contexts.
We examine how environments – gated communities and alternative spaces – influence how
children navigate play and community and the crucial role of city planning in children’s lives.

Namesh Killemsetty, Chetan Sinha, Preethi Krishnan, Vidya Subramanian



Delhi Evictions: Reshaping Space, Displacing Lives

This project investigates the socio-spatial impact of evictions in Delhi over the past decade. It
explores the complex interplay between urban development, forced displacement, and global
economic forces driving these evictions. Through a mixed-methods approach, the research will
analyse past large-scale evictions using secondary literature. This analysis will map
demographic shifts caused by these evictions and identify areas most affected. To capture the
lived experiences of these evictions, the study will then delve deeper through ethnographic
research in select case study slums. By engaging with communities displaced or facing
imminent eviction, the project aims to capture their narratives and understand the long-term
repercussions of evictions on their lives. This combined approach will shed light on the spatial
dimensions of urban inequality in Delhi, revealing how evictions not only displace people but
also reshape the city's social and economic landscape.

Namesh Killemsetty

Claiming Care Claiming Equality

This project examines the Anganwadi as a social reproduction site where inequalities of gender,
caste, and class are both reinforced and challenged. The project addresses the question: How
does gender, caste and class structures influence how women claim entitlements of care from
the state? Ethnographic fieldwork for this project was conducted in Anganwadis in Tamil
Nadu. Primary data for this study includes (1) ethnographic notes and observations at the
Anganwadis, official meetings, and rallies (2) semi-structured interviews with Anganwadi
workers, mothers, Anganwadi union leaders, and state representatives. (3) archival data,
including policy documents, training manuals, newsletters, government orders, and documents
from the Anganwadi workers union.

Preethi Krishnan



Invisible Margins: Socio-Economic Deprivation and the Politics of
Slum Classification in Srinagar
This study examines how slums in Srinagar are simultaneously recognised and obscured within
policy frameworks and urban governance. Using household-level deprivation indicators and the
Slum Severity Index across 78 slums, the study aims to reveal widespread multidimensional
poverty across the city, highlighting the politics of classification, visibility, and tenability in
conflict-ridden urban geographies.

By Dr. Namesh and Saqib

Our Work will be Far, and the Roads are Unsafe: Housing Insecurity
through an Intersectional Lens

ONGOING PROJECTS

Bookshelves to Bandwidth: The Changing Life of Libraries in India
This project studies how libraries are increasingly becoming digital hubs, not only through
digitised catalogues and e-books, but also as access points for government-backed digital learning
platforms, knowledge repositories, or simply as places offering free WiFi. Rather than imagining
a complete transformation, it traces the subtle ways in which digital access is reshaping the
everyday meaning of libraries: from reading rooms to nodes of online connectivity, from book
borrowing to digital browsing, and from study spaces to leisure and browsing rooms. At the same
time, library infrastructure in the country remains unevenly distributed across regions. The study
maps how these shifts unfold in practice across metropolitan centres and smaller towns, and how
communities engage with the changing nature of libraries, if such forms of access exist at all. By
examining access to these transforming spaces alongside relevant policies, the project reflects on
both the possibilities and the tensions of reimagining libraries as spaces of digital access in
contemporary India, foregrounding the larger question of equity.

By Dr Gayatri Balu and Dr Vidya Subramanian

This project examines how housing insecurity shapes the lives of Muslim migrant domestic
workers in Gurugram. Through interviews and focus groups, it explores intersections of gender,
class, migration, and religion. Emerging findings reveal housing as safety, rest, religious freedom,
and community, while exposing systemic neglect and calling for inclusive urban policies.

By Dr. Namesh and Dr. Preethi Krishnan
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The event was organized as an E-Symposium on Urban
Development: Injustices and Resistances in Our Cities

04  May, 2024 th

The organized symposium engaged
critically with urban development as a
pathway of injustice and resistance.

In the first panel of the symposium, please
join for a critical conversation with Anuj
Behal, Journalist, Researcher and Urban
Planner and Dr. Amit Patel, Associate
Professor of Public Policy, University of
Massachusetts Boston, on how evictions
worsen the adverse conditions that people
live in.
In our second panel, Tikender Singh
Panwar, Former Deputy Mayor of Shimla
City, Rikta Krishnaswamy, Delhi-NCR
Coordinator of the All India Gig Workers
Union, and Dr. Khalid Wasim Hassan,
Assistant Professor, Central University of
Kashmir discussed urban development
through a critical lens.

EVENTS ARCHIVE

Watch Here:
https://www.youtube.com/live/E2q3oDH1q3g?si=bAx_G8LCgkNkxtvP
https://www.youtube.com/live/v4Tamv4qz6k?si=Pas1pShqLbaClQF2

https://www.jguideas.in/symposium
https://www.jguideas.in/symposium
https://www.jguideas.in/symposium
https://www.youtube.com/live/E2q3oDH1q3g?si=bAx_G8LCgkNkxtvP
https://www.youtube.com/live/E2q3oDH1q3g?si=bAx_G8LCgkNkxtvP
https://www.youtube.com/live/v4Tamv4qz6k?si=Pas1pShqLbaClQF2


Samagana : Working paper series, Anganwadi as a Site for
Resistance

05  May, 2024 th

Sāmagāna: Working Paper Series
featured a compelling discussion on
“Anganwadi as a Site for Resistance” by
Dr. Preethi Krishnan, Associate
Professor at JGLS and Assistant Director
& Senior Research Fellow at IDEAS.
The session explored how Anganwadi
workers challenge unequal caste and
gender structures in their everyday work
as unionised caregivers, while navigating
social reproduction and contesting
entrenched norms within communities,
the State, and even among workers
themselves. The discussion was enriched
by reflections from discussant Dr.
Chetan Sinha, Professor at JGLS and
Senior Research Fellow at IDEAS.



IDEAS Open House 2024

05  June, 2024 th

On 5 June 2024, IDEAS hosted an Open
House for doctoral students and early
career researchers, offering participants
an opportunity to learn more about the
programme’s interdisciplinary approach
to research, teaching, and public
engagement. Conducted online via
Zoom, the session attracted aspiring
scholars interested in exploring academic
and research opportunities within the
IDEAS community.

The Open House featured insightful
discussions with Prof. Deepanshu
Mohan, Dean, IDEAS, and Director of
the Centre for New Economics Studies,
and Dr. Nimesh Kilimisetty, Assistant
Director (Research) and Senior Research
Fellow, IDEAS. The speakers shared
their perspectives on interdisciplinary
scholarship, research pathways, and the
evolving role of social sciences in
addressing contemporary global
challenges.



Nazariya: A Critical Dialogue Series
“Psychology for Social Change: Why Do We Need a
Critical Psychology of Caste?”

26  April, 2024 th

This event brought together a distinguished group of psychologists, political
scientists, and educators to examine caste through psycho-political and
interdisciplinary lenses. Panel I explored caste identity, emotions, and justice,
while Panel II addressed the psychology of caste in higher education. Speakers
included scholars from Jawaharlal Nehru University, OP Jindal Global University,
Kamala Nehru College, and Symbiosis Law School. The panels were moderated
by Dr. Chetan Sinha and Dr. Swapnil Dhanraj, both senior researchers at IDEAS.
The event emphasized the need to integrate caste analysis into psychological and
educational frameworks for inclusive social transformation.



Urban Studies Symposium 

05  May, 2026 th

The Research Constellation on Justice,
Urban Systems and Technology (JUST)
at IDEAS, O.P. Jindal Global University,
organized the Urban Studies Symposium
on 5 May 2026 in a hybrid format. The
symposium brought together scholars,
researchers, and practitioners to engage
in critical discussions on contemporary
urban challenges and the evolving field
of Urban Studies.

The event explored themes related to
urbanization, governance, infrastructure,
inequality, and the social dimensions of
city life. Through a series of
presentations and panel discussions,
participants examined how cities are
shaped by economic, political, and
technological transformations, while also
addressing issues of justice, inclusion,
and sustainability.
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