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The Office of Interdisciplinary Studies (I.D.E.A.S.) at O.P. Jindal Global University is a university-
wide incubator for interdisciplinary research, innovative pedagogy, and collaborative scholarship
across (and beyond) JGU’s various Schools and Institutes. 

The M.Sc. in Development Studies or M.Sc. Development Practice is a flagship program designed to
critically engage with the complex and interlinked challenges facing countries in the Global South,
such as jobless growth, climate crises, and social inequality, to name a few. 

The program emphasizes theoretical rigor, interdisciplinary inquiry, and intensive field based
engagement to learn and prepare students for socially impactful careers in areas of development
research and practice.

The Masterclass seminar series at IDEAS, JGU is a critical part of the MSc Development Practice
program and its knowledge dissemination. 

Each of the seminar sessions are designed to help students connect what they learn in the classroom
with real-world experiences in development, policymaking, academia, and social work. Scholars from
all over the globe will be involved in offering lessons as part of their experience in this series.

Each week, students shall also have the opportunity to engage with experienced professionals,
researchers, and practitioners whose work and research span diverse regions and contexts, bringing
immense knowledge and nuanced perspectives on how development unfolds in varied settings.

There are two types of Masterclasses offered: in-person sessions on Wednesdays and online sessions on
Saturdays. The in-person Masterclasses take place on Wednesdays from 3:00 to 4:30 PM at the Taj
Mahal facility of Jindal International Academy. 

While they are a core part of the MSc program, these seminar sessions are also open to other JGU
students and interested participants from outside the university, especially those based in the Delhi-
NCR region. 

In addition to these in-person sessions, IDEAS also hosts online Masterclasses on Saturdays, featuring
international faculty, researchers, and experts. These speakers come from different parts of the world
and work across a wide range of development-related fields and themes: from climate change,
migration, and gender justice to global health, decoloniality, and public policy. 

The Saturday sessions allow students to engage with global perspectives and research, and to reflect on
how development debates and practices differ across contexts. 

Together, the Masterclass aims to broaden the horizons of a students' learning and understanding of
development as practice and expose them to the multiple ways in which change can be realised on the
ground. 

These sessions, beyond the regular course work, is an important space for critical reflection, dialogue,
and learning, enabling students to connect theory with practice and to imagine their own roles in
shaping the future of development

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/
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Assistant Professor in Economic and Social History
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

Leverhulme Early Career Fellow at University of Oxford

Senior Fellow, Center for Policy Research, New Delhi 

Distinguished Professor, Chairperson, M.A. Rural Management, School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar University

For more info :  https:// jgu.edu. in/ideas/

Dr. Maanik Nath 

Dr. Amogh Dhar Sharma

Dr Partha Mukhopadhyay

Dr. Mihir Shah

Former Member of the Planning Commission, Government of India

CAPITAL SHORTAGE: CREDIT AND INDIAN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT, 1920-1960

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THEORY IN DEVELOPMENT
PRACTICE?

BOOK TALK ON "THE BACKSTAGE OF DEMOCRACY:
INDIA'S ELECTION CAMPAIGNS AND THE PEOPLE WHO
MANAGE THEM"

IS LIBERALIZATION, PRIVATIZATION, AND
GLOBALIZATION (LPG) THE PANACEA FOR INDIA’S
MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEMS?

MasterClass

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/
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17
SEP, 2025

Department of Sociology, South Asian University
Dr. Ravi Kumar

RESKILLING AS DEVELOPMENT? THE "SKILL FIX" IN
LABOUR, EDUCATION AND INDIA'S DEMOGRAPHIC
QUESTION

06
SEP, 2025

Assistant Professor in Gender, Development and Globalisation Department of Gender
Studies, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

Dr. Sharmila Parmanand

SAME BUT DIFFERENT: CARE, DOMESTIC WORK, AND
SEX WORK IN THE GENDERED POLITICAL ECONOMY

19
SEP, 2025

Distinguished Visiting Professor, Kautilya School of Public Policy and Visiting Senior
Fellow at ODI

Dr. Rathin Roy

UNEQUALISING PROSPERITY AND POLITICAL
ASYMMETRY: A PENINSULAR TELLING OF THE BIG
DISCORD IN INDIA'S CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL
ECONOMY

20
SEP, 2025

Professor of Social Anthropology, Department of International Development,
University of Oxford, UK

Professor of Conflict Studies, Department of International Development,
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

Dr. Ruben Andersson 

Dr. David Keen 

BOOK TALK ON "WRECKONOMICS: WHY IT'S TIME TO
END THE WAR ON EVERYTHING"

BOOK TALK ON "WRECKONOMICS: WHY IT'S TIME TO
END THE WAR ON EVERYTHING"

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/


24
SEP, 2025

Group Director, Bharti Enterprises, Former Ambassador of India to the WTO, Former
Secretary Telecom, GOI

Mr. JS Deepak

TRADE WARS: THE WHY, WHEREFORE & WAY FORWARD
FOR INDIA

27
SEP, 2025

Associate Professor of History, University of Notre Dame, USA

For more info :  https:// jgu.edu. in/ideas/

Dr. Nikhil Menon

BOOK TALK ON “PLANNING DEMOCRACY: MODERN
INDIA'S QUEST FOR DEVELOPMENT”

11
OCT, 2025

Founder Centre for Budget and Policy Studies, Former Professor and Vice Dean of
Jindal School of Government and Public Policy

Dr. Vinod Vyasulu

INDIA'S 73RD AND 74TH CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS: SOME REFLECTIONS

29
OCT, 2025

Professor, Jindal School of Government and Public Policy and Director, Centre for
Complexity Economics and Applied Spirituality for Public Policy (CEASP)

Prof. (Dr.) Naresh Singh

DISRUPTING CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF
DEVELOPMENT

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/planning-democracy/86CC2BAAF782ECFB0CAB433F94D5EF14
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/planning-democracy/86CC2BAAF782ECFB0CAB433F94D5EF14


10
JAN, 2026

Senior Lecturer, City St George's, University of London
Ms. Sandhya Drew

DO HUMAN RIGHTS UNDERMINE EMPOWERMENT?

For more info :  https:// jgu.edu. in/ideas/

24
JAN, 2026

Researcher, writer and educator
Dr. Jessica Field

EVICTION: A SOCIAL HISTORY OF RENT

28
JAN, 2026

Founder and Director of ResGov and Senior Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Policy
Research

Ms. Avani Kapur

FOLLOWING THE MONEY: HOW PUBLIC FINANCE
SHAPES DEVELOPMENT OUTCOMES

07
FEB, 2026

Director, Foundation for Agrarian Studies, Bengaluru, India
Dr. Sandipan Baksi

THE ROLE OF AGRARIAN STRUCTURE IN DIFFUSION OF
AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGIES

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/


03
MAR, 2026

Associate Professor, School of Geography, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Nottingham, UK, British Academy Wolfson Fellow (2023-2025)

Dr. Tom Cowan

AGRARIAN CITY MAKING IN GURGAON

For more info :  https:// jgu.edu. in/ideas/

16
MAY, 2026

Assistant Professor, Urban Studies and Deputy Dean, International Affairs Division, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar University Delhi'

Dr. Shekhar Tokas

A CENTURY OF COLONISATION: WHO BUILT DELHI,
WHO LOST THE LAND?

13
JUN, 2026

Data journalist, Hindustan Times 
Mr. Nishant Ranjan

TURNING NUMBERS INTO STORIES: DATA JOURNALISM
FROM THE NEWSROOM PERSPECTIVE

https://jgu.edu.in/ideas/
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