
Understanding
Indian Economy 
The constellation strives to investigate various micro- and macro-level issues
of contemporary relevance pertaining to Indian economic growth and
development. It will bring together meaningful research focusing on aspects of
the Indian economy, including the evolution of the economy from a historical
perspective, the measurement of poverty and inequality in household and
individual outcomes, labour market dynamics, and issues relating to Indian
agriculture, among others.

To achieve this, the constellation attracts economic historians, development
economists, applied microeconomists, macroeconomists, and other
academics interested in deepening their understanding of the Indian economy
through different lenses.



ABOUT IDEAS 

Lead

IDEAS Office of Interdisciplinary Studies serves as a university-wide incubator for
interdisciplinary research by providing an interdomain institutional space for cross-
pedagogical learning, while entrenching its core principles, ethos in core application of
interdisciplinary thought and praxis across social sciences. Through sustained engagement
with scholars interested in working beyond the narrow contours of their own disciplines,
IDEAS facilitates collaborations across JGU Schools and Institutes to create a novel research
ecosystem and thought architecture within each multidisciplinary researchconstellation.

IDEAS hosts interdisciplinary research constellations that produce working papers, reports
and scholarly publications, builds partnerships with civil society stakeholders and think-
tanks, holds research outreach events for scholars, practitioners, policy makers, and others,
and delivers cutting-edge trainingprogrammes for government, scholars, and third-sector
organizations.

ABOUT IDEAS 

 

Shamindra Nath Roy is an Assistant Professor in the IDEAS Program in JGU.
He works at the interface of urbanization and public policy. He is a mixed-
methods researcher research covers rural-urban transformations, urban local
governance, internal migration in India, labor and employment issues, and
socio-spatial inequalities in basic services in Delhi. His work is published in
Economic and Political Weekly, Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers, and in a number of book chapters, policy briefs and opinion
pieces. 

Prior to JGU, Shamindra worked as a development professional in the World
Resources Institute and Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. He has also
been a visiting researcher at CESSMA, Université de Paris, and has
undertaken research consultancies with the Asian Development Bank,
International Labour Organization, and the World Bank. He has also taught as
an Adjunct faculty at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Delhi.

 
Assistant Director and Assistant Professor, IDEAS
Prof (Dr.) Shamindra Nath Roy

Email: shamindra.roy@jgu.edu.in
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Shamindra holds an M.Phil and Ph.D in Regional Development with a
specialization in geography from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Publications

Agarwal, B., Roy, S.N. and Chakravarti-Sharma, S. (2026). Can Political
Representation Improve Forest Conservation? The Indian Experience. World
Development. 201, 107295.

Roy, S.N. and Maringanti, A. (2023). We just gotta do meta! MethodologicalAnxiety
of Geographyin India. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 48(1)
https://doi.org/10.1111/tran.12605

Kunduri, E., Roy, S.N. & Sheikh, S. (2021). Pandemic lessons: Delhi’squest to
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Economic & Political Weekly, 53(49), 70-79.

Chandrasekhar, S., Mukta Naik and S.N.Roy (2017). On triangulating datasets to
examine Indianson the move. Economic and Political Weekly. 52(47), 60-68.
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Book chapters

Roy, S.N. (2025). Migration and Urbanization. In ‘Migration Studies’. Routledge.
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Global South’. Edward Elgar Publishing, UK.
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in India’: 29-59. Lal  Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration. Govt. of
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Roy, S.N. (2021). Spatial Inequality of Basic Infrastructure in NCR, in Sanjay
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Cambridge University Press, UK. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108935654.006
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Dr. Avanindra Nath Thakur is a Professor of Economics at the Jindal School of
Government and Public Policy. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at the
interdisciplinary research unit IDEAS at O.P. Jindal Global University and a
Senior Fellow at Anadi Institute for Social Research and Action (AISRA). He
has completed his M.A., MPhil, and PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru University.
His Specialisation includes Development Economics, Economic Policies,
Applied Econometrics, Labour Economics, Agricultural Economics and Data
Science. His published works include research articles in many reputed
academic journals and chapters in books published by esteemed publishing
houses. Before joining J.G.U. in 2017, he taught at Delhi University Colleges
and Ambedkar University Delhi. He is also an editor of an international peer-
reviewed journal, “Socrates: A Journal of Public Policy, Public Administration
and Philosophy”. He has completed a full ten-course specialisation in “Data
Science with R” from John Hopkins University and a Specialization – in
“Statistics with R” from Duke University.
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Senior Research Fellow, IDEAS
Professor, JSGP
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Publications

Rajeshwari, T.S. Kavita, Sen, Ruchira and Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2026)
Leisure and self-care for Dalit women in India. Leisure Studies. pp. 1-23.
ISSN 0261-4367 (In Press)

Bajpayee, Kaushalya  and Thakur, Avanindra Nath  (2026) Medical tourism
thrives, rural mothers struggle. Deccan Herald.

Bajpayee, Kaushalya  and Thakur, Avanindra Nath  (2026) Undermining
India’s primary healthcare missions. 360info.
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Publications

Thakur, Avanindra Nath  (2026) The State, Market and Agrarian Crisis:
Political Economy of Agricultural Price in India. In: India's Political
Economy @75: Opportunities & Challenges of Development. The Political
Economy of the Asia Pacific . Springer Nature, Singapore, pp. 89-108. ISBN
9789819678822

Thakur, Avanindra Nath  and Chaudhary, Priyanshi  (2025) Decoding the
Recent Rise in Women’s Work Participation. The Indian Journal of Labour
Economics, 68. pp. 1455-1474. ISSN 0019-5308

Rajeshwari, T.S. Kavita, Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Sengupta, Indrani
(2025) Does a Mother’s Education Matter for Childcare in India? Evidence
from Time Use Survey. Economic and Political Weekly, 60 (34). pp. 42-49.
ISSN 2349-8846

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2025) Input Use and Socio-economic Status of
Farmers : a case of paddy cultivation in India. Indian Journal of
Agricultural Economics, 79 (3). pp. 686-694. ISSN 0019-5014

Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Chaudhary, Priyanshi (2025) Employment
Conditions, Structural Change, and Industrial Policy in Neoliberal India:
An Enterprise-level Analysis of Employment Status, 2004–2024. Agrarian
South, 14. ISSN 2321-0281

Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Chaudhary, Priyanshi (2025) What is behind
the recent rise in women’s workforce participation? Ideas for India, India.

Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Chaudhary, Priyanshi (2025) The Rise in
Female Labour and Work Force Participation Rates : reality or change in
methodology? The India Forum. pp. 1-6.

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2024) Impact of socio-economic factors on
agricultural prices: A Case study of paddy cultivation in India. The Indian
Economic Journal. ISSN 0019-4662 (In Press)
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Rajeshwari, T.S. Kavita, Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Ojha, Manini (2024)
Workplace maternity benefits elude 94% working Indian women.
IndiaSpend.

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2024) The Union Budget 2024 Needs Structural
Shift In Allocations. The Edition, India.

Rajeshwari, T.S. Kavita, Thakur, Avanindra Nath and Sengupta, Indrani
(2024) Mothers and the Labour Market : why India needs to re-imagine
child care now. The Wire, India.

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2024) Access to institutional credit and socio-
economic inequality: Implications for social justice in rural Bihar. In:
Development with Justice : The Bihar experience. Routledge, Oxon, pp.
206-217. ISBN 9781032626406

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2023) Public procurement, land ownership and
agricultural price variation across states: The case of paddy cultivation in
India. Agrarian South, 12 (03). pp. 319-351. ISSN 2321-0281

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2020) Economic Implications of Reverse
Migration in India. Journal of Migration Affairs, 3 (1). pp. 16-31. ISSN 2582-
0990

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2020) COVID-19 in Rural India - XL : impact on
rural workforce in Bihar’s Bharri, an update. News Click, India.

Thakur, Avanindra Nath (2020) COVID-19 in Rural India- XVIII : impact on
the rural workforce in Bihar’s Bharri. News Click, India.

Chaudhary & Thakur (2026), Labour Laws and the Trend of Security of
Tenure, Paid Leave, and Social Security Provisions of Workers in India: An
Enterprise-Level Analysis (2004–2024), Social Change, June, 2026. 
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Dr. Abhisek has a FPM degree in the Economics area from the Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) Ranchi. Prior to joining the doctoral course at IIM
Ranchi, he has completed MBA from ICFAI Business School, Kolkata and M.Sc.
in Economics, with a specialization in Econometrics & Statistics from Calcutta
University and acquired industry experience of over six years in various
capacities in the Indian banking sector.

His doctoral thesis titled “Essays on External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs)
in India” involves a macro and micro-level analysis on ECBs in the Indian
context. Besides exploring the push and pull factors impacting ECB flows to
India, various risks arising from corporates’ overseas borrowing and
associated corporate vulnerabilities are investigated in his doctoral thesis.

Abhisek has published research articles in peer-reviewed international
journals like the Journal of Asian Economics, Journal of Tax Administration,
Cogent Economics and Finance, and Economic & Political Weekly (all
classified under ABDC: B category). Besides publishing in academic journals,
he has presented in various national and international conferences and
published op-eds in reputed Indian business dailies like Mint, Financial
Express, and The Hindu Business Line.

Abhisek’s research interests are primarily in the areas of Open Economy
Macroeconomics, and economic policy, with reference to India and other
Emerging Market Economies (EMEs). He finds it fascinating to investigate
topics concerning capital flows and other issues related to capital account
management. He is particularly interested in the empirical analysis of the
impact, influence, and consequences of the various types of capital flows, like
External Commercial Borrowings (ECB), Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), and
Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI), both on the economy and firms, and the
implications arising thereof. Besides, he is also interested in issues relating to
the Indian Financial Sector, and a comparative perspective on liberalization
and its impact on goods, capital, and labour flows.
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Nandy, Amarendu and Sur, Abhisek  (2026) RBI Must Prevent Disorderly
Rupee Volatility. Outlook Business.

Sur, Abhisek and Nandy, Amarendu (2024) Targeted reforms needed to
attract more FDI. The Hindu/Businessline.

Nandy, Amarendu and Sur, Abhisek (2024) Fiscal policy in India : Trends,
challenges, and future directions. In: Perspectives on economics and
management : Essays in honour of Anindya Sen. Routledge, London, pp.
193-227. ISBN 9781003509721

Sur, Abhisek, Nandy, Amarendu and Ray, Partha (2024) Does foreign
currency borrowing make firms vulnerable? Experience of emerging India.
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Nandy, Amarendu, Sur, Abhisek and Kundu, Santanu (2020) Persistent
fiscal deficits and political economy transitions in India: An empirical
investigation. Economic and Political Weekly, 55 (8). pp. 34-41. ISSN
129976
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Minali Grover is an Assistant Professor at Jindal Global Business School. She
is a doctoral scholar in Economics at the Indian Institute of Management
Indore. She is also a GLO Affiliate at the Global Labour Organization (GLO)
and has been a Visiting Scholar at the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development
Research (IGIDR). Her broad research interest lies in Development Economics
and Public Policy with particular focus on labour economics, gender,
migration, education, and assortative mating. Her current work looks at
higher education interventions. 
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Assistant Professor, JGBS

Prof. (Dr.) Minali Grover
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Publications

Migration and educational assortative mating in India: how geographic
mobility shapes marriage markets, (with Ajay Sharma), Review of
Economics of the Household

Women’s inheritance rights reforms and impact on women’s
empowerment: evidence from India, (with Ajay Sharma), Review of
Economics of the Household

A Comparative Analysis of Earnings Between Internal Return Migrants and
Nonmigrants in India, (with Vasavi Bhatt and Shweta Bahl), Journal of
Public Affairs
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Aquil is a historian by training. He has secured his B.A. (Hons.), M.A. and
M.Phil. from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and is currently pursuing
his Ph.D. in the Centre for Historical Studies (CHS), JNU. He has taught
previously at the Jindal School of Art and Architecture, prior to moving to
JGLS.

Additionally, he has worked for Indian Institute for Dalit Studies, and has
experience in policy advocacy. He focusses on urban history, modernity,
history of gender, art and architecture, caste, public culture and citizenship.
He is currently working on tracing the urban history of Allahabad by using
both historical and interdisciplinary approaches and tools. Previously, he has
worked and published on the history of women’s writings and urban civic
consciousness in colonial north India. His forthcoming publication is going to
analyze the discrimination suffered by untouchables throughout Indian
history.

Aquil is also a Senior Research Associate at Centre for Law, Justice and
Society (CJLS) (March, 2022- Present).

Constellation Fellow

 
Research Fellow, IDEAS
Lecturer, JGLS

Prof. (Dr.) Mohammad Aquil

Email:maquil@jgu.edu.in

Publications

Thorat, Amit and Aquil, Mohammad (2021) Historic legacy of
untouchability and caste enslavement: A case of reparative justice.
Journal of Social Inclusion Studies, 7 (2). pp. 107-116. ISSN 2516-6123
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Dr. Sadananda Reddy is an Associate Professor at the Jindal School of
Psychology & Counselling. Dr. Reddy obtained his Doctoral Degree from the
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), and his
work centred around the Development and Feasibility Testing of a Supported
Education Programme for Students with Mental Health Issues. His pre-
doctoral work focused on Pathways to Psychiatric Care in Children and
Adolescents with First Episode Psychosis from the Central Institute of
Psychiatry (CIP), Ranchi. He was also a Research Fellow in the IMPACT
Project, NIHR (National Institute for Health and Care Research), funded
through the University of York, UK. Dr. Reddy has experience as an assistant
professor at Christ (Deemed a University), central campus Bengaluru. He also
worked as a Psychiatric Social Worker (PSW) in the Department of Psychiatric
Social Work at the NIMHANS, Bengaluru. He has presented several research
papers at national and international conferences and published several
papers in Scopus-indexed journals. Dr. Reddy was also Awarded an ICSSR
Research grant in 2023 for a project called "Exploring the Mental Health Help
Seeking Practices and Policies among Higher Educational Institutions in
Bangalore: A qualitative study". Dr Reddy is a Trainer, Educator, and Mental
Health Practitioner.
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Senior Research Fellow, IDEAS
Associate Professor & Programme Director of Research
Conference, JSPC
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Publications

Annapally, Sadananda Reddy, Malik, Kanika, Shilla, Yasmine A., Khanna,
Aditi, Kaurr, Ranya R. and Boban, Abbey (2025) Implementing
psychosocial interventions for teachers’ mental health: Protocol for
integrating scoping review with teachers lived experiences in LMICs. PLOS
ONE, 20 (1). ISSN 1932-6203
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Ritam Sengupta is Assistant Professor, Jindal School of Art and Architecture,
O.P. Jindal Global University. He specializes in the study of infrastructure,
energy, the environment and digital media through the lens of history, media
studes, and anthropology. His PhD thesis that he is developing now as a
monograph focuses on the ways in which colonial and postcolonial rule
impacted the development of electricity in Indian cities. His post-doctoral
research, initiated as part of a European Research Council project, revisits the
history of seasonality and agriculture in the Indian subcontinent. He has
otherwise studied digital infrastructure like data centres and laws of data
protection through a political economic and ethnographic lens. Some of this
work has come out in the form of a volume he co-edited, titled, Data Centres
as Infrastructure: Frontiers of Digital Governance in Contemporary India
(Orient Blackswan, 2022).
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Publications

Sinha, Nitin and Sengupta, Ritam  (2026) Introduction: time, temporalities, and
social practices in South Asia. [Editorials]

Sengupta, Ritam (2025) Skygazing at Cinematic Form : pinak banik’s ignorant
truthseeker. ASAP Art.

Sengupta, Ritam (2025) Immersion, Urbanity And Fantasy In All We Imagine As
Light. Outlook.

Sengupta, Ritam (2025) Nakshatras : marketing auspicious time. Timely
Histories.

Sengupta, Ritam (2024) Social Security and the Production of Digital Insecurity
in Contemporary India. POLICIES AND PRACTICES (167). ISSN 2348 0297
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Events Archive
 

 

The Office of Interdisciplinary Studies
(I.D.E.A.S.), O.P. Jindal Global
University, is pleased to host another
session of the Samāgana Working
Paper Series, featuring Dr. Shamindra
Nath Roy, Assistant Professor,
I.D.E.A.S.

Dr. Roy will present his working paper
titled "The Economic Geography of
Dispersed Urbanization and Rural–
Urban Linkage in the Global South:
Evidence from India." The paper
examines the evolving spatial
dynamics of urbanization in India,
highlighting the interconnectedness
between rural and urban regions and
their implications for economic
development in the Global South.

The session will feature Prof. (Dr.)
Bhuvaneswari Raman, Professor at
the Jindal School of Government and
Public Policy, as the discussant, with
Prachy Hooda, Lecturer at the Office
of Interdisciplinary Studies (I.D.E.A.S.),
serving as the moderator.

Samāgana Working Paper Series
The Economic Geography of Dispersed
Urbanization and Rural–Urban Linkage in the
Global South: Evidence from India
16  Oct, 2025th



 

As part of the Understanding Lok
Sabha Elections 2024 series, the
Office of Interdisciplinary Studies
(IDEASorganized the second panel
discussion titled "State of the Indian
Economy" on 14 April 2024. 
The panel featured distinguished
speakers M. K. Venu, Founder Editor
of The Wire; Sujatha Rao, former
Union Secretary, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare; Surajit
Mazumdar, Professor of Economics
at Jawaharlal Nehru University; and
Santosh Mehrotra, Research Fellow at
IZA Institute of Labour Economics
and Visiting Professor at the Centre
for Economic Development, University
of Bath. The discussion was
moderated by Prof. Avinandan Nath
Thakur, Professor at the Jindal School
of Government and Public Policy.

Roundtable Discussion: Understanding Lok
Sabha Elections 2024 – Panel 2: State of the
Indian Economy
14  April, 2024th



 

As part of the ISHET Online Lecture
Series, the Office of Interdisciplinary
Studies (IDEAS), hosted an online
lecture by Dr. Keith Tribe, Department
of History and Ethnology, University of
Jyväskylä. The lecture, titled
"Constructing Economic Science: The
Invention of a Discipline, 1850–1950,"
was held on 27 August 2024.

In conversation with Dr. Sharmin
Khodajji, Research Fellow at IDEAS
and Assistant Professor at Jindal
Global Law School, Dr. Tribe explored
the historical evolution of economics
as an academic discipline. The
discussion examined how economic
science emerged between 1850 and
1950 through intellectual debates,
institutional developments, and
methodological transformations,
offering participants valuable
historical insights into the
foundations of modern economic
thought.

ISHET Online Lecture Series: Constructing
Economic Science – The Invention of a
Discipline, 1850–1950
27  August, 2024th



 

As part of the ISHET Online Lecture
Series, the Office of Interdisciplinary
Studies (IDEAS), \ hosted an online
lecture titled "History and Methods in
Political Economy" on 12 August
2024. The session featured Dr.
Mathew Forstater, Professor of
Economics and Research Director at
the Binzagr Institute for Sustainable
Prosperity, who shared his insights
into the historical development and
methodological foundations of
political economy.

The lecture was conducted in
conversation with Dr. Ruchira Sen,
Senior Research Fellow at IDEAS,
Associate Professor, and Assistant
Dean (Admissions and Outreach) at
Jindal School of Journalism and
Communication (JSJC). 

ISHET Online Lecture Series: History and
Methods in Political Economy
12  August, 2024th



 

On 30 April 2025, the Office of
Interdisciplinary Studies (IDEAS)
hosted a session under the Sāmagāna
Working Paper Series: Understanding
Indian Economy on "Inflation
Inequality in India." The session
featured Dr. Prachi Bansal, Assistant
Professor at the Jindal School of
Government and Public Policy, who
presented her research on the
disproportionate impact of inflation
on different socio-economic groups in
India. Highlighting the structural
factors that intensify price shocks for
lower-income households, her work
sparked important discussions on
policy responses and data
representation. Dr. Rahul Menon,
Associate Professor at JSGP, served
as the discussant, while Prof.
Avanindra Nath Thakur moderated the
session and the engaging Q&A. The
event provided valuable insights into
one of India's most pressing
economic challenges and contributed
to ongoing debates in development
economics.

Sāmagāna Working Paper Series:
Understanding Indian Economy on "Inflation
Inequality in India."
30  April, 2025th



 

On 17th March 2025, the I.D.E.A.S.
Office hosted an insightful online
writing and research workshop titled
“Building an Academic Argument in
the History of Economic Thought” as
part of the ongoing “History and
Methods in Political Economy” series.
The session was led by Prof. Maria
Bach (University of Lausanne), known
for her book Relocating Development
Economics, and Shachi Seth from the
Centre for Writing Studies at O.P.
Jindal Global University. Moderated
by Sharmin Khodaiji (Assistant
Professor, JGLS, and Research Fellow
at I.D.E.A.S.), the workshop guided
students and early-career researchers
in framing compelling academic
arguments within the domain of
economic history. Emphasizing
methodological clarity and
interdisciplinary insight, participants
explored how to bridge theoretical
frameworks with robust writing
practices.

Building an Academic Argument in the History
of Economic Thought
17  March, 2025th



 

As part of its Nazariya Discussion
Series, the Office of Interdisciplinary
Studies (IDEAS), hosted a session on
21 March 2025 titled "State, Capital
Accumulation & Institutional
Trajectory of (De)Industrialization in
India." The discussion featured Dr.
Chirashree Das Gupta, Professor at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi, who examined the historical
and contemporary dynamics of India's
industrialization. Drawing on her
extensive research, she explored the
interplay between the state, capital
accumulation, and institutional
change, offering critical insights into
the political economy of industrial
development and deindustrialization
in India. The session fostered
engaging discussions on the
structural challenges shaping the
country's economic trajectory.

State, Capital Accumulation & Institutional
Trajectory of (De)Industrialization in India
21  March, 2025st
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