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SYMBOLIC VERSUS SUBSTANTIVE
LEGITIMACY MANAGEMENT:

THE ROLE OF ESG AWARDS IN
SHAPING FIRMS' ESG DECOUPLING

Mr. Abhinay Nedunuru is a Lecturer at Jindal
Global Business School. His research focuses on
corporate ESG strategy, performance feedback,
ESG decoupling, and firms' symbolic versus
substantive sustainability responses. His doctoral
dissertation examines how organizations
respond to ESG-related drivers. He has published
in Business Strategy and the Environmentand the
International Journal of Disclosure and
Governance, and has presented his research at
leading academic conferences, including the
Academy of Management and the British
Academy of Management. Before entering
academia, he accumulated several years of
managerial experience in the insurance industry,
spanning strategy, business development,
operations, product launches, and team
leadership.
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