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The Importance of  Being Earnest: 
What Explains the Gender Quota Effect in Politics?
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The literature documenting the effect of electoral gender quotas on policy is extensive, and yet its potential mechanisms remain 
under-explored. In this paper, we examine the relative importance of differential preference of women leaders (supply) vis-a-vis 
greater demand expressed by women voters in the presence of female leadership in explaining the gender quota effect. We 
compile data on household level allocation of a politically salient good—toilets—for the entire rural population (over 25 million 
households) of Uttar Pradesh, the largest state of India. We argue and show that women exhibit a greater preference for toilets 
than men and this gender gap is signi�cantly larger for Muslims than Hindus. Additionally, women in female headed households, 
relative to male headed ones, are more likely to express greater demand.

We use the religious and gender identities of council presidents and household heads as proxies for toilet preference to 
disentangle demand and supply effects. Using a fuzzy regression discontinuity design, we �nd that gender quota among Muslim 
leaders has a large and statistically signi�cant positive effect on toilet provision, while for Hindu leaders it doesn't have any 
average effect. Hindu female leaders, however, allocate disproportionately more toilets to Muslim female headed households. We 
establish that greater demand expressed by households explains most of the heterogeneous effects of gender quota across 
Hindu and Muslim Sarpanches, while we do not �nd any evidence of the supply mechanism. Our results have important policy 
implications  and can reconcile the mixed evidence on the effects of gender quotas in elections.

ABSTRACT

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE FOR SOCIETY INITIATIVE 

SESSION 3

THURSDAY, 22 APRIL 2021
2:30 PM – 4:30 PM  IST

https://bit.ly/3mTEP2w
Password: JGU

Join us on 

SABYASACHI DAS
Assistant Professor of Economics
Ashoka University

SPEAKER

Sabyasachi Das is an Assistant Professor of Economics at Ashoka University. He has received his 
Ph.D. in Economics at Yale University. Prior to joining Ashoka he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi. His �elds of specialization are political economy, public 
economics, and applied microeconomics. For his research, he is primarily interested in 
exploring group inequalities that emerge from various democratic processes.

Organiser: Dr. Amlan Das Gupta, Associate Professor and Assistant Dean (Research), Jindal School of Banking & Finance 


