
JSBF NIFTI LECTURES
NEW IDEAS IN FINANCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

We, the Robots? Regulating Artificial 
Intelligence and the Limits of  the Law

on

Should we regulate arti�cial intelligence? Can we? From self-driving cars and high-speed trading to 
algorithmic decision-making, the way we live, work, and play is increasingly dependent on AI systems 
that operate with diminishing human intervention. These fast, autonomous, and opaque machines 
offer great bene�ts — and pose signi�cant risks. This talk, drawing on the book by the same name, will 
examine how our laws are dealing with AI, as well as what additional rules and institutions are needed 
— including the role that AI might play in regulating itself. Drawing on diverse technologies and 
examples from around the world, the book offers lessons on how to manage risk, draw red lines, and 
preserve the legitimacy of public authority. Though the prospect of AI pushing beyond the limits of the 
law may seem remote, these measures are useful now — and will be essential if it ever does.

Simon Chesterman is Dean and Provost's Chair Professor of the 
National University of Singapore Faculty of Law and Senior Director 
of AI Governance at AI Singapore. He is also Editor of the Asian 
Journal of International Law and Co-President of the Law Schools 
Global League. He is the author or editor of twenty-one books, 
including We, the Robots? Regulating Arti�cial Intelligence and the 

Limits of the Law (CUP, 2021); Law and Practice of the United Nations (with Ian Johnstone and David M. Malone, 
OUP, 2016); One Nation Under Surveillance (OUP, 2011); You, the People (OUP, 2004); and Just War or Just Peace? 
(OUP, 2001). He is a recognized authority on international law, whose work has opened up new areas of research 
on conceptions of public authority – including the rules and institutions of global governance, state-building 
and post-con�ict reconstruction, the changing role of intelligence agencies, and the emerging role of arti�cial 
intelligence and big data. He also writes on legal education and higher education more generally, and is the 
author of four young adult �ction novels including the Raising Arcadia trilogy.
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