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Changing How We Elect the President of India

OPINION
Vinod Vyasulu

Introduction

The President of India is the head of state of the Republic of India. The President is the formal
head of India’s executive, legislature and judiciary and is also the commander-in-chief of the
Indian Armed Forces. The government acts in his name. Until the President signs a bill passed
by both houses of parliament, it does not become law. The President appoints not only the Chief
Justice of India but also the Prime Minister and the members of the council of ministers who
advise her. In emergencies, as when there is no clear majority in the Lok Sabha, the President
possesses discretionary powers. The President is a symbol of the nation-state; the manner of
her election therefore matters. At present, the constitutional procedure is as follows.

The Present System

The electoral college for electing the President consists of the people’s elected representatives.
Article 54 of the constitution states: ‘The President shall be elected by the members of an
electoral college consisting of [a] the elected members of both houses of parliament; and [b] the
elected members ofthe legislative assemblies of the states” (Article 54 Constitution of India)

Whatis the value of an elected member’s vote? Article 55, dealing with the manner of election of
the President, states: ‘[1] As far as practicable, there shall be uniformity in the scale of
representation of different states in the election of the President. [2] To secure such uniformity
among the states inter se as well as parity between the states as a whole and the union, the
number of votes which each elected member of parliament and the legislative assembly of each
state is entitled to cast at such election shall be determined in the following manner: [a] Every
elected member of the legislative assembly of a state shall have as many votes as there are
multiples of one thousand in the quotient obtained by dividing the population of the state by the
total number of elected members of the assembly. [b] If, after taking the said multiples of one
thousand, the remainder is not less than five hundred, then each member’s vote in sub-clause
[a] shall be further increased by one.[c] Each elected member of either house of parliament
shall have such number of votes as may be obtained by dividing the total number of votes as may
be obtained by dividing the total number of votes assigned to the members of the legislative
assemblies of the states under sub-clauses [a] and [b] by the total number of elected members
of both houses of parliament; fractions exceeding one half being counted as one and other
fractions being disregarded. [3] The election of the President shall be held in accordance with
the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote and the
voting at such election shall be by secret ballot.

All our Presidents, from the first, Dr Rajendra Prasad, to the recently elected Shrimati Droupadi
Murmu, have been elected in this manner. That the system can throw up surprises can be seen
in the manner in which the official candidate of the Congress Party, Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy, lost
the 1969 General Election to a ‘rebel’ candidate [also from the Congress], Shri V. V. Giri, who won
inarunoff. Overall, the system has stood the test of time. Why then should itbe changed?

The Need for An Amendment

The 73" and 74" amendments of the constitution brought in ‘local self-governments’ in rural
and urban areas. India is a ‘Union of States’. These two amendments deepened Indian
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democratic federalism. There is now a third, sub-State tier of representative, constitutional
government. In urban areas, there are municipalities and city corporations. In the rural areas,
there are district, block and gram panchayats. These ‘self-governments’ have been regularly
elected after the two amendments came into effectin 1992. They are now well established. The
federal structure is believed to be part of the basic structure of the constitution that the
Supreme Courtruled cannot be amended by parliament. India is today effectively [if not legally]
a ‘Union of States, Municipalities and Panchayats’. But there has been no corresponding change
in Article 54. Should these elected representatives of the people not have a role in electing
future Presidents?

If one goes by the spirit of the constitution, elected representatives at all levels of government
together constitute the electoral college to elect the President.

It may be argued that there is a difference between State and Union legislators and local
government elected representatives. This is true, because the local governments do not have
legislative power. But their domain is different. They have an executive role in supervising and
ensuring people’s input in local planning and implementation. The Constitutional amendment
provides an indicative list which is not part of the Seventh Schedule, true, but nevertheless a
constitutional responsibility. Just as there is a difference between Members of Parliament and
Members of State Assemblies, so with local representatives. Federal structure respects such
differences and needs consultation and compromise as part of the normal political process to
meet the democratic aspirations of citizens who elect all Members of Parliament and State
Assemblies. There is, therefore, no justification for excludinglocal elected representatives from
the electoral college that elects the President. I proceed on this basis.

Whatfollows is meant to stimulate, perhaps provoke, debate.
Suggested Amendment 1

Accordingly, a clause could be added to Article 54. This could read as follows: ‘[c] the elected
members of gram, block and zilla panchayats in rural areas and the elected members of nagar
palikas and city corporations in urban areas.

This would enlarge the electoral college to include all those who represent the people in any
sphere of government under the constitution. This is in keeping with the spirit of the principle
that the President is elected by the elected representatives of the people in a union like India,
which consists of the Union, the States, Municipalities and Corporations in urban areas, and
three levels of panchayats in rural areas.

This will ensure that the elected representatives of local self-governments receive their due in
terms of constitutional—and perceived—importance. This is particularly important today as
these elected representatives feel marginalized and excluded from decision-making in most
parts of the country.

This suggested amendment would add to the prestige and authority of the President’s Office
because of the enlarged base that the electoral college would have. Also, the reforms of the
electoral college for the election of the President of India could be a means to politically
empower the third tier of governance in India and, along with fiscal devolution to the third tier,
strengthen the cutting edge of governance that deals directly with citizens. This would be a
democratic deepening of our federal structure. Itis therefore of the utmostimportance that this
be seriously considered atan early date.

Suggested Amendment 2

Whatshould the vote of these elected representatives be worth? How should it be calculated?
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This article [55] too will need to be amended to bring in the elected representatives at the third
tier of constitutional government. There are several issues here. From clauses [1] and [2] comes
the question of parity of states as a whole with the union. Until now, the states have been given
the same parity as the union. This is clear enough even when the number of states has
increased, as has happened recently. However, does it follow that this should continue? After
the vigorous debate on union-state relations, this is a matter that may perhaps be re-examined.
There are several options. The third tier, as being closest to the people and having the largest
number of representatives, can be given a higher weight than the union or the states. Or the
states can be given a higher weight and the union and third tier an equal weightage. One could
think of other formulae. This matter needs widespread serious debate.

This, however, can occur elsewhere. For the moment, we can continue on the basis that this
parity will continue.

Maintaining Uniformity

What then should be the weight given to the elected members of panchayats and
municipalities? Here too, there can be several options that merit debate.

Should they be considered together across the country, or should the practice of dealing with
the rural and urban areas separately continue? The 74th amendment, with the provision of a
District Planning Committee, suggests that urban and rural areas could be integrated. For the
moment, we can proceed on this basis. Then, perhaps, we can say that the local self-
governments together be given the same weightage as each of the other two tiers. In effect, the
local governments taken together will have the same weight as the states when taken together,
which will have parity with the Union of India.

This may be tantamount to saying that each sphere of federal governance has one-third weight
in the electoral college. There are different ways of dealing with this situation. For example, we
can determine the value of the vote of each representative at the level of each state, following
the formula suggested in Article 55. We can continue the practice of treating urban and rural
areas separately. This would preserve some of the unique characteristics of each state—say the
size of the gram panchayat, which is small in Uttar Pradesh butlarge in Kerala.

Or can we think of them as a single ‘local government’ category by taking the panchayats and
nagar palikas in the state together? Or we could add across the country, by adding the
panchayats and nagar palikas of all the states together and using the combined population as
the denominator. This would ensure a certain degree of uniformity in the value of the vote
across the states.

There could be other methods as well. A debate is needed to settle thisissue.

Example: Suppose we go by the first method. Then we can say: ‘every elected member of a
state's local government shall have as many votes as there are multiples of 1000in the quotient
obtained by dividing the population of the state by the total number of elected members of the
local governments taken together” We can also add [b] if after taking the said multiples of 1000,
the remainder is not less than 500, then the vote of each member referred to in sub-clause [a]
shall be further increased by one.

Then, to calculate the value of the votes of MLAs and MLCs who have been elected, ‘each elected
member of the state assembly or council shall have the such number of votes as may be
obtained by dividing the total number of votes assigned to the members of local governments of
the states under sub-clause [a] and [b] by the total number of elected members of state
assemblies/councils fractions exceeding one half being counted as one and the other fractions
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beingdisregarded”.

There need be no change where MPs are concerned. Clause [c] can continue as before: ‘each
elected member of either house of parliament shall have a such number of votes as may be
obtained by dividing the total number of votes assigned to the members of the states under sub-
clauses {a] and [b} by the total number of elected members of both houses of parliament,
fractions exceeding one half being counted as one and other fractions being disregarded’. While
there is no change in procedure, the actual number of votes will be higher as now the local
governmentvotes enter the calculation.

Recommendation for Amendment
The following amendments may be considered:

To Article 54, add ‘[c] the elected members of gram, block and zilla panchayats in rural areas
and the elected members of nagar palikas and city corporationsinurban areas.

To Article 55, add ‘every elected member of a state's local government shall have as many votes
as there are multiples of one thousand in the quotient obtained by dividing the state population
by the total number of elected members of the local governments taken together’. We can also
add ‘[b] if after taking the said multiples of one thousand, the remainder is not less than five
hundred, then the vote of each member referred to in sub-clause [a] shall be further increased
by one’. And ‘each elected member of the state assembly or council shall have such number of
votes as may be obtained by dividing the total number of votes assigned to the members of local
governments of the states under sub-clause [a] and [b] by the total number of elected members
of state assemblies/councils, fractions exceeding one half being counted as one and the other
fractions being disregarded.

This can form the base for public debate.
By Way of Conclusion

In the manner explained above, the electoral college will be complete in the sense that all
elected representatives of the people will have a say in the election of the President. Since
elections to the third tier are now held regularly, there should be no issue of a ‘missing
electorate’. It would also not matter whether elections at the gram panchayatlevel are held with
or without political parties. Itis only necessary that elected representatives be there.

Given the reservations for women and scheduled castes and tribes in the local tiers, these
hitherto under-represented groups will have a better say in the enlarged electoral college. This
would be a true deepening of our federal democracy. All of this would add to the prestige and
authority of the Presidentas head of state.

Debate on alternative methods of vote value calculation would enrich us. Perhaps a better
method than that sketched here will emerge from such debate. This will require a
constitutional amendment, which always means open and spirited discussion. __

My own view is that such a debate is urgently needed. This brief may serve to spark such debate.
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COVID-19 and the Russia-Ukraine Conflict:
Emergence of India as a Global Leader

COMMENTARY
Jyotsna Bapat

Introduction

India’s foreign policy has four clearly-stated principles that have been practised over the past
seven years, namely, taking care of national trade and security interests (including using
aggressive defence if needed), helping its citizens in foreign countries, taking care of partner
countries, and continuing to participate in global governance organizations and institutions
while maintaining its non-aligned stand. India over the last seven years has initiated various
foreign policy strategies: Act East policy, Sagar (trans-ocean) outlook, Gulf engagement and
Central Asia strategies that have focussed on resource use, humanitarian aid, and defence.
Greater investment in defence strategies can be done through strengthening national defence,
providing maritime security with India’s neighbours in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, and
restructuring the defence organization. As a first responder, India takes on aleadership role for
its partner countries thatare in need of disaster management. Over the last few years, India has
taken on the leadership of the global south and engaged with the United Nations as a temporary
member.

India’s foreign policy strategy has been to engage in diplomacy while finding solutions to issues.
India continues to engage with major powers’ economic hubs and influential regional players,
while practising the foreign policy maxim of Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, (Everyone
Together, Everyone’s Development and Everyone’s Trust) (Minister of External Affairs, 7 June
2022). A common engagement with major powers has resulted in multiple quadrilateral,
trilateral and regional arrangements as well as in 2+2 meetings. As such, India’s evolving and
ambitious foreign policy, with corresponding actions on ground, has helped send clear
messages to other countries over the last eight years. The priorities and strategies of these
policies are consistent with India’s economic growth and defence (Menon, S., May 2020). While
India could take an aggressive stand against its hostile neighbours, it supports its partner
countries in their development without reciprocal expectations. For instance, it has
contributed to a large extent to the relatively-developed nations in the Middle East and South
East Asia to create connectivity in transport and power (Bapat, J., November 2020) . The
actions taken by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in the context of the COVID- 19
pandemic are also examples of how India is practising its policies as per its priorities while
interacting with its partner countries.

COVID-19: A Global Event

On March 11, 2020, COVID-19, was declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization.
India took both military and non-military action in order to control population and commodity
movements across international and national borders, which were sealed for over a few
months and re-opened gradually. More specifically, the Indian government adopted two
measures to manage the disease: containmentand mitigation. Containment was undertaken in
the early stages of the outbreak, including contact tracing and isolating infected individuals to
stop the disease from spreading to the rest of the population. This helped decrease the risk of
health services being overwhelmed more than they already were and provided more time for
vaccines and treatments to be developed. Mitigation measures were medical, paramedical, and
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non-paramedical or non-pharmaceutical interventions. Non-pharmaceutical interventions
such as wearing masks, social distancing, and avoiding public transport were taken to manage
the outbreak. An extreme measure taken to contain the spread of the disease was to completely
shutdown global cross-border transactions, both international and intra-national ones. The
impact of lockdowns of entire nations on a global scale have been multi-fold. Considering this
context, this paper focuses on India’s intervention to help its partner nations.

India’s international interventions take place through the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
and as such, India had engaged with its partner countries in South Asia by sending trained
doctors and nurses experienced in managing epidemics. India also exported domestically-
developed vaccines to its friendly nations and continues to do so till date. Along with this, India
provided safe transport of those Indians and partner country citizens abroad who wished to
return. At the national level, India organized a massive vaccination campaign through effective
coordination across ministries. India counts ‘Vaccine Maitri’ (Vaccine Friendship) as one of its
key diplomatic achievements of this period, not just for reasons of health but as a statement of
solidarity (Minister of External Affairs, 7 June 2022).

Paradigm to Understand COVID-19

How does one understand an event which has the potential to change the global system as we
know it? Where do we look for its impact in a global system? A Systems Approach based
paradigm by the Centre for Strategic and International Studies CSIS (www.CSIS.org), a policy
research organisation is proposed here. It considers seven major global issues called
Resolutions. Each Resolution consists of major indicators and for each indicator, the short and
long-term trends are documented. Each indicator is represented by experts in making
predictions over the next 15 years. The experts are supported by the latest data, research, and
technologies. They are encouraged to think outside the box and make possible predictions in
each of the seven global trends to understand global events such as COVID-19 (Brannen, S., et al.
2020). This is an ongoing research initiative to identify the most important macrotrends
defining our world from now until 2050. This is the paradigm we review now.

The seven global macro trends or the seven revolutions according to the paradigm are:
population, resources, technology, information, economics, governance, and security. A
catastrophic event such as the COVID-19 pandemic has the potential to change the current
global system. CSIS’s directors of the global health policy centre, J. Stephen Morrison and Anna
Carroll, observed that ‘pandemics change history by transforming populations, states,
societies, economies, norms, and governing structures’ (Brannen, S. et al, 2020). Four months
into the declaration of the pandemic, an analysis was conducted to think systematically about
the pandemic and list out potentially fundamental changes in the seven major global trend
lines. This research was conducted through the analytic framework of the Seven Revolutions
initiative, a macro-trends assessment that is continually updated with a 30-year horizon. The
net assessment is that COVID-19 is highly disruptive in the near term and highly unpredictable
in the medium to long term across every macro trend line. The study viewed COVID-19 as an
accelerant, anirritant, and a stress test (Brannen, S. et al, 2020). Its effects will ebb and flow and
hit various nations and populations in different ways and on different timescales. This
prediction has proven true two years into the pandemic given the virus mutations and the
consequent struggle to control it globally. Here we will review in detail only the dominant
trends in each Resolution relevant to India . Brannan's report provides a detailed global
analysis of COVID-19 (Brannen, S. et al, 2020). A very brief overview of the other trends are
provided here to demonstrate the application of the paradigm to India. The main focus is the
Resolution of Security and its trends.
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The impact of COVID-19 on the Resolution ‘population’ and the trend from the MEA perspective
is the return migration of Indian citizens and their families living abroad. Introducing direct
flights across continents was a major short-term impact co-ordinated by the MEA.

The COVID-19 impact on the Resolution ‘resources’ as well as the supply chain trend is also
documented and relevant to India in terms of the shutdown of both sea and land transport. Both
imports and exports had ceased and have not yet been fully restored, resulting in global
inflation of up to 10 percent even in developed countries. The ‘Technology’ Resolution and
especially the internet technology trend is also noteworthy. The speed with which the use of
internet technology was adopted and implemented is a favourable sign of the impact of COVID-
19. Most relevant was the large data generation and the monitoring that was required for the
returning migrants. The other Resolutions and their global impacts listed in the report
(Brannen, Setal.2020) are notdirectly related to India’s foreign policy.

The seventh global trend line is Security, whose immediate and long-term impacts are
considered in more detail here. Further, as conflicts between nations escalate, the war between
Russia and Ukraine is explored with a focus on India’s actions and gains in this context. The
seven Resolutions mentioned above are the first order outcomes of the pandemic and can be
easily identified. The second order outcomes are events that are just unfolding, the specifics of
which can only begin to be anticipated. For example, while the authors of this report predicted
in April 2020 that COVID-19 would likely accelerate the governance impact trend line, and
global protest movements as immediate impact was assessed, the specific countries, patterns,
and situations were never anticipated. By late May 2020, the United States became the
epicentre of a global protest movement against police brutality and systemic racism. In the
trend line of economic impact, breakdown in the global supply chain as a secondary outcome
could be anticipated, however, the delay in restoring the USA-China supply chain due to the
extended COVID-19 impacton China could never have been anticipated.

Revolution Indicator Immediate Impacts Long-term Impacts
Expanding Health security elevates as Growing debt pressures
National core to national security  reduce defense spending
Security
Fragmentation U.S.and Chinese Future organizing
Leadership failures deepen principles for the
global fragmentation international system
2 unclear
Bt
3 Gray Zone Countries intensity gray =~ Low defense budgets and
o zone actions as they avoid increased fragmentation
conventional conflictand drive even more gray
seek advantages zone activities
Return to Increased activity by VEOs prey on weakened
Terror violence extremist states, economic
organization (VEOs) vulnerability to push

ideology and influence

Figure 1: Paradigm to understand the impact of COVID-19 on security
(Ref: Brannen, Samuel. Ahmed, Habiba. and Newton, Henry. 2020. ‘COVID-19 Reshapes the Future,
Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS))
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Under the security trend line, the Russia-Ukraine Conflict could have played out as an
immediate impact (Matsaberidze, D. 2015) in the ‘grey zone’ (refer Fig.1) where the land
ownership or line of control between the two nations is contested. However, the conflict has
now blown up to the level of a global event by way of a prolonged war. It may cause a re-
emergence of a bipolar world and all countries currently have national security concerns about
future security boundaries and increasing defence budgets.

The pandemic has entered the second phase of low mortality and morbidity heading towards a
long tail. A spate of studies emerged anticipating the relationship between COVID-19, conflict
and security issues. The policy brief ‘Taking Stock’ (Cimmino, ]. et.al 2020) states that the
COVID-19 pandemic shattered global health security, devastated the world economy, and
accelerated great-power rivalry between the USA and China. It provides details about the origin
of the novel coronavirus and how it spread around the world. It also examines how COVID-19
exacerbated or created pressure points in the global order, highlights uncertainties ahead, and
provides recommendations to the USA and its partners for shaping the post-COVID world. The
following pressure points are identified: global economic downturn due to shut down to
contain the virus; conflict between China and the USA over soft power control; tensions
between Russia and NATO; trans-Atlantic tension between the USA and its European allies
during COVID-19 due to travel bans; and an Indo-Pacific alliance that excludes the EU and
partnership with multilateral institutions and global health.

However, global events change unpredictably. By February 2022, China was facing a fourth
wave of COVID-19 and with its zero- tolerance policy, had implemented a complete lockdown of
major cities, reducing and even shutting down industrial production and disrupting the supply
chain to the USA. The USA was recovering from the previous Trump government’s anti-
containment and anti-mitigation policies. This severely impacted the trade between USA and
China. Mainly due to China’s very stringent measures to eliminate COVID-19 from its country,
the pressure on China was to focus internally, rather than on defence and security initiatives
externally till recently. The supply-side constraints causing delivery delays in consumer goods
and in semiconductor chips that were mainly produced in China, were quoted as high inflation
and slow economic recovery. Both these economies, seen as global leaders, had to deploy their
armed forces towards COVID- 19 containment and mitigation on account of their large
populations and geographies. The main focus was to reduce death rates and reduce
hospitalization through COVID-19 vaccination.

Opportunity for Russia

In the face of the pandemic, along with the USA and China, Russia remains a key player in the
global landscape. It has intervened militarily in Georgia, Ukraine, and Syria (Matsaberidze, D.,
2014). While Russia is not a rising power and its economy is smaller than those of Brazil, Italy,
and India, the disorder caused by a global pandemic served Russia’s interest as the impact of the
pandemicbecame manageable®.

The present Russia-Ukraine conflict is one possible outcome of the waning of the pandemic. It
began in the grey area as the paradigm describes (refer Fig.1). It was a result of a necessity for
Russia to resolve hostilities with Ukraine and the chance taken by the Russian President
Vladimir Putin to send troops into Ukraine territory, along the shared Eastern borders with
Ukraine. The pro-West government in Ukraine post their 2019 elections was threatening
Russia’s power of influence over Ukraine (Allison R., 2014). The chance that Russia took was to
send troops into the Eastern border with Ukraine in February 2022 as a special military
operation, another grey zone activity, dividing Ukraine along the centre. The stated intention
was to control terrorist groups attacking Russians in Ukraine. At the very least, Russia wanted

*'Russia developed its own vaccine and greatly controlled the spread of COVID-19 by late 2021.ccording to the MNRE-Solar subsidy-scheme, India wants to increase solar power capacity of the
country in order to increase the generation capacity of eco-friendly energy resources and reduce the overall GHG emission percentage in the near future.
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to capture the city of Mariupol, currently in Ukraine, and complete its land bridge to Crimea.
This would give Russia control over more than 80 percent of the Ukrainian Black Sea coastline,
and cuts off Ukraine’s maritime trade.

When Russian troops finally crossed Ukraine's Northern and Eastern borders, they met with
massive resistance. Ukraine’s President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, quickly approached the EU and
the USA for military help. The strategy that the USA employed was to escalate the Russia-
Ukraine conflict into a global issue. It chose to draft a resolution at the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) on ending the Ukraine crisis. The draft was to hold the Russian Federation
accountable for the refugee crisis caused by military operations initiated by Russia. The
resolution ordered Russia to withdraw Russian forces immediately from inside Ukraine's
boundaries and to allow for humanitarian aid to be made available to people in need. Passing
such aresolution would mean that UN peacekeeping forces would have been deployed between
the two countries to stop the conflict and UN trade sanctions against Russia would be applied
for ensuring its compliance. The draft resolution, submitted by Albania and the United States,
was filed in the UNSC, and the Security Council met on 25 February 2022 to pass this resolution.
This garnered support from 11 members but was vetoed by the Russian Federation. China,
India and the United Arab Emirates all abstained. Amid the unfolding crisis in Ukraine, the
Security Council rejected the resolution (UN Press February 25, 2022).

As aresult, the USA and the EU countries imposed progressive trade sanctions against Russia in
a phased manner. The most important impact is the energy sanctions imposed by Russia in
retaliation to European trade sanctions. Natural gas, considered clean from a climate change
perspective, is the mostimportant energy export from Russia to the European countries. Russia
had established major gas pipelines with European countries including the United Kingdom
(UK) and its own neighbourhood of Eastern European countries. In 2021, Russian gas met 40
percent of European energy requirements. European countries then decided to reduce their
dependence on Russian gas. In reaction, Russia turned off its pipeline to various gas companies.
Besides the UK and Germany, the other large Russian gas importers in the European Union are
France, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Poland, Austria and Slovakia. The largest non-EU
importers of Russian natural gas are Turkey and Belarus (Fisher,].,June 22,2022).

India’s position

These sanctions are expected to have an impact on the global economy through the disruption
of supply chains. The impact on energy and commodity prices is already visible. The disruption
of the global supply chain is expected to significantly impact the movement of goods and the
import-export trade, particularly food grains, fertilizers, and petroleum. India has substantial
dealings with both Russia and Ukraine; an assessment in this regard by the Indian government
is underway (Minister of External Affairs, March 15, 2022). India is in the process of analysing
its impact on India-Russia bilateral trade and economic cooperation, in consultation with all
stakeholders. India’s stance is that its relations with Russia stand on their own merit (Minister
of External Affairs, March 15,2022).

While India abstained from voting in the UNSC meeting, it has not violated any UN charter in
maintaining friendships with all nations and with its commitment to peace. The Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's statement in different forums since 25 February 2022, is to express
deep concern at the worsening situation in Ukraine, to extend humanitarian assistance and to
call for the immediate cessation of violence. India has asserted that a path of diplomacy and
dialogue be followed to resolve differences internationally. India has emphasised to all member
states of the UN that the UN Charter be respected for territorial integrity and the sovereignty of
states
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For India, the interests of its citizens in foreign countries in situations of crisis is a priority.
Indian students studying abroad and Indian businesses expanding into the Balkans and Russia
is a new reality that at the height of the crisis, required prompt action. Operation Ganga
involved contacting Indian students studying in Ukraine, releasing advisories every day, and
organising flights to India by the embassy in Ukraine. The support that India received from
Ukraine’s neighbours during Operation Ganga was also very valuable. On India’s part, it is by
now an established tradition that any rescue and relief effort also include citizens of other
neighbouring countries. As a result of Indian advisories and Operation Ganga, around 22,500
Indian citizens have returned to India safely since February 24, 2022. India since then has sent
and continues to send humanitarian aid (Minister of External Affairs April 01,2022). Ithas also
offered to help neighbouring and developing countries who may ask for assistance (Minister of
External Affairs April 01,2022).

The impact of EU and USA sanctions on Russia due to the conflict has had a positive impact on
India-Russia bilateral trade and economic cooperation on account of India choosing to abstain
in the UNSC vote. India’s relations with Russia stand on their own merit. India’s trade has risen
with Russia from 75.8 million USD over the last five years to 6.4 billion USD in April 2022. This is
almost twice as much as for the same period last year. If India maintains these volumes
throughout the year, it will have a turnover of more than 19 billion USD by the end of 2022
(NDTVIndia-News, July 6 2022).

Since February 2022, India has taken quick action to protect its interests and the interests of its
partner developing countries. India will ensure that the long-term unrest due to shortages is
avoided in the partner countries. While being the second largest wheat exporting country, India
has banned wheat exports in anticipation of food shortages in the future due to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and with the intention of helping neighbourhood partner countries when
needed (Chakraborty, D., June 13,2022). India also focuses on the availability of fertilizers, and
has kept the value chains of fertilizers smooth at a global scale. India is trying to increase the
production of fertilizers within its borders and seek cooperation from the G7-countries in this
regard (Ministry of External Affairs, June 27,2022).

Conclusion

India’s clearly-stated foreign policy asserts its stand in international situations of stress. In the
case of COVID-19, as soon as the global shutdown was declared, India mobilized its human
resource team from scratch to assist its partner countries who needed help. In the case of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, India’s commitment to peace and non-alignment, while respecting the
UN Charter and territorial integrity, was seen in its emphasis on the restoration of peace
immediately. India has emphasised that the path of diplomacy and dialogue be followed to
resolve differences internationally.

India’s interests are put first. India used this opportunity to promote its interest by creating an
indigenous vaccine and exporting it to 101 countries (Vaccine Supply, August 25,2022) India
promoted special trade with Russia, because it was in the national interest to do so. India’s
commitment to the safety of its citizens was also asserted through safe travel during both the
COVID-19 and the Russia-Ukraine crisis.

India has also offered assistance to its partner countries in need of medical support, and
transport for their citizens. Humanitarian assistance is also provided for countries in crisis
when needed.

India has respected and participated in global governance institutions and organisations. In
the case of the COVID-19 crisis, the WHO guidelines were followed. In the case of international
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security, the set procedures of the UNSC were adhered to and in the case of trade with Russia,
international trade rules were followed.

In conclusion, the four principles on which the policies and strategies are based are clear, and
the corresponding actions are implemented on ground effectively. This has helped India now
emerge as a global leader. This leadership believes in global peace and an independent and
autonomous position of leadership that is truly non-aligned, protecting and taking care of
India: its economic and defence interest and its citizens’ interests first and subsequently taking
every partner country along with India, while participating in global governance.
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