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CONCEPT NOTE 

International Virtual Dialogue 

28 & 29 July 2021 

Centre for Sustainability (CFS) - Jindal School of Government & Public Policy 

Global Solutions Initiative Foundation 

 

 

Paradigmatic Shift from “Extracting” to “Intersecting”:  

2030 Agenda through the Lens of Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

 

“Three important revolutions shaped the course of history: the Cognitive Revolution kick-started 

history about 70,000 years ago. The Agricultural Revolution sped it up about 12,000 years ago. 

The Scientific Revolution, which got underway only 500 years ago, may well end history and 

start something completely different.” 

 

Youval Noah Harari in Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (English translation): Penguin Random House UK, 

2014, P : 3:   

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Scientists have given us the identity of homo sapiens. Translated into English, it means “wise 

man”. Our evolution from the family of apes into a wise species is attributed to our vast 

repository of cognitive skills continuously passed on by our predecessors, inherited by the 

generations to follow and saved for posterity, through our ability to think, read, learn, remember 

and reason.  This is not to suggest that other species possess no such skills. But it is certain that 

their repositories of cognitive skills are definitely not that rich. This richness in the stock of 

cognitive skills that were created over the years has made Homo sapiens wise. Such wisdom 

helped us “produce” – transforming natural resources into some other objects that nature does 

not provide. The rest of the species had to be content with only consuming resources available 

from nature.  
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IDEA OF “EXTRACTING”: EMERGING THREATS TO SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The capacity to produce using cognitive skills brought in two types of extractions. Differentials 

in cognitive levels in terms of some skills at individual or group levels created extraction 

opportunities by those with higher cognitive skills from those lagging behind. The extractions 

could have been in terms of the natural resources possessed by the vanquished or their labour-

power. Slavery, colonisation, gender-based discrimination, globalisation are all manifestations of 

the process of extraction. The second type of extraction runs in terms of plundering from nature. 

In their quest for producing more to meet “unlimited” demands, the wisest species on the planet 

extracted more resources from nature than what the mother earth could replenish on her own. 

Simultaneously, this mad rush to produce more also contributed to pollution – the stuff we 

produced but refused to consume. Obviously, they were dumped into nature. The recent spurt in 

exporting wastes from the developed countries to the developing ones has serious geopolitical 

implications for dumping polluting materials. 

 

In the process of increasing dependence on extracting, conflicts between our species and nature, 

on the one hand, and within the species are getting severely multiplied and complex. Simplified 

models to explain human behaviour and that of nature, as if they are independent of one another, 

have repeatedly been failing us to protect and predict our future, consequently threatening the 

sustainability of Homo sapiens. The widespread loss of lives and livelihoods across the world 

due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic serves as a prime example. In an address to the World 

Health Assembly in May 2020, the Secretary-General of the United Nations called for a serious 

global ‘wake-up’ call. Humankind was already burdened with several issues, but the recent 

pandemic has a further question on the survival of human beings in the world. As of June 13 

2021, more than 3.8 million succumbed to the virus, while more than 176 million have been 

infected. Unequal access to and affordability of vaccines are taking a heavy toll on those with 

apparent deficiencies in cognitive skills in some specific domains. The emerging crises of 

climate change and global warming, on the one hand, and the scourge of inequality across the 

globe, on the other, are becoming handy in adding further fuel to the fire.   

  

NEED FOR “INTERSECTING” TO ADDRESS COMPLEXITIES 

 

Despite “advances” in our understanding of the social, political, economic behaviours, and 

technological developments, we are held ransom to these emerging threats to our sustainability. 

Our world of wisdom is on the lookout for the “Noah’s Arc” that would not only gather all the 

hitherto independent strands of knowledge from social and natural sciences but also facilitate 

effective cross-fertilisation of ideas across these domains to create a compilation of 

“Intersecting” knowledge base. Such exercises in “Intersecting” across knowledge domains may 

play an important role in ensuring the sustainability of nature that includes all living species, 

“wise man” included - who is also engaged in a symbiotic relationship with one another. It has 

been shown that a big banyan tree cannot reproduce itself unless birds eat its fruits and the seeds, 

germinated through some organic chemical processes inside their stomach, are thrown into the 
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ground through excretion. The disappearance of birds will lead to the disappearance of this giant 

floral species. Pollination by insects helps grow grains and fruits. We may face a severe food 

crisis if insects are wiped away.      

 

CALL FOR A SHIFT IN PARADIGM 

 

It is imperative that for its sustenance and that of Mother Earth, Homo sapiens will have to move 

away from the dominance of the extant spirit of “extracting” to one of “intersecting”. 

Operationalisation of “Intersecting” would require overcoming methodological challenges, 

political challenges, economic and financial challenges, social challenges, and ecological and 

environmental challenges. Methodological challenges entail the problems with integrating 

different domains of knowledge – political, social, economic, cultural, environmental, and 

ecological to design a paradigm of sustainability to take care of designing an effective 

institutional framework capable of handling the increasing complexities. The potential threats to 

sustainability from technological innovations are also to be considered by such a new 

institutional framework. 
 

INITIATING A DIALOGUE FOR CHANGE 

 

Keeping in mind the apparently daunting task of initiating a process of shift from the extant norm 

of “extracting” to the desired one of “intersecting”, a two-day virtual dialogue will be organised 

by the Centre for Sustainability, O. P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat, India and Global 

Solutions Initiative Foundation, Berlin, Germany. The dialogue will consider the challenges to 

operationalise the idea of “intersecting” in achieving sustainability and overcoming challenges 

through strategic policy changes across scales.   

 

SUMMARY OF SESSION PLAN 

Two-day conference: 3.5 hours each- 4 sessions - one hour per technical Session 

 

Day 1 Theme: Challenges of Operationalizing “Intersecting” in achieving sustainability.  

• Inaugural Session 

• Technical Session1- 60 mins -“Methodological Challenges: Linking Society and Nature”        

-2 speakers (10-15 mins per speaker) and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A  

• Technical Session 2 - “Political Economy of Intersecting” - 60 mins   - 2 speakers (10-15 

mins per speaker)  and 1 moderator 30 mins Q&A  

• Technical Session 3 - “Challenges from Nature” - 60 mins - 2 speakers (10-15 mins per 

speaker) and 1 moderator 30 mins Q&A- 
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Day 2 Theme: Overcoming Challenges through Strategic Policy Changes across Scales 

• Technical Session 4 - “Intersecting Led Policymaking”- 60 mins- 2 speakers and 1 

moderator- 30 mins of Q&A 

• Technical Session 5 - “Evidence and Practice of Intersecting”- 60 mins - 2 speakers and 1 

moderator- 30 mins of Q&A 

• Technical Session 6 - “Developing an Intersecting assessment framework.” - 60 mins - 2 

speakers and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A 

• Valedictory Session 

 

DETAILED SESSION PLAN  

 

Day 1 Theme: Challenges of Operationalizing “Intersecting” in achieving sustainability.  

Inaugural Session- 30 mins 

a) Welcome address  

b) Introduction to the webinar 

c) Inaugural address  

 

Technical Session 1 - “Methodological Challenges: Linking Society and Nature”  

- 60 mins -2 speakers (15 mins per speaker) and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A:  

 

The pressing problems being faced by mankind today, be it the present pandemic, or the long-

term concerns about climate change and global warming, are clear examples of breakage of the 

longtime intimate linkage between man and nature. The subsequent issues of recent 

technological revolutions linked to globalisation, on the one hand, and increasing inequality, on 

the other, are indicators of the fissures among social, political and economic processes human 

beings are engaged in. Policy-making is being practised in silos, be it across the domain of 

knowledge or sectors or the sections of the society. Under these circumstances, profuse 

interactions across these characteristics are the need of the hour. An “Intersecting” approach 

aims to integrate complex realities through a multidisciplinary lens. This Session would focus on 

the methodological challenges in conceptualising “Intersecting”. The following questions will be 

considered in this Session:  

 

a) What are the components to be considered to integrate man and nature in a comprehensive 

analytical framework methodologically? 

b) How can they be integrated? 

c) What are the challenges? 
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Technical Session 2 - “Political Economy of “Intersecting”  

- 60 mins - 2 speakers (15 mins per speaker) and 1 moderator 30 mins Q&A:  

 

This Session will explore the political, social, economic, and financial challenges in 

operationalising “Intersecting”. The fundamental question that this Session will address would 

be: 

 

a) How the political and social structures posed challenges in operationalising “Intersecting”?  

b) What are the economic and financial challenges for “Intersecting”? 

 

Technical Session 3 - “Challenges from Nature”  

- 60 mins - 2 speakers (15 mins per speaker) and 1 moderator 30 mins Q&A:  

 

The symbiotic relationship between man and nature has existed for centuries, during which man 

pursued a collaborative relationship with nature. However, the onset of the industrial revolution 

turned the relationship into a competitive one. This Session will explore the response from nature 

to such a competitive attitude, necessitating a relook into man and nature relationship through an 

“Intersecting” lens. The primary questions this Session will address:  

 

a) What are the challenges in reviving the complementary relationship between man and 

nature? 

b) How to develop an analytical framework to help overcome these challenges? 

 

 

Day 2 Theme: Overcoming Challenges through Strategic Policy Changes across Scales 

 

Technical Session 4 - “Intersecting Led Policymaking” 

- 60 mins- 2 speakers and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A:  

 

The lethality of the current pandemic has pushed us to think about the intersection of issues 

facing the global community. The idea of “intersecting” calls for breaking the barriers between 

disciplinary knowledge and strategic policy processes. These barriers can be broken by 

participating in collective action processes of dialogues and discussions. Such stakeholder 

participation would help in creating a common framework for creating “Comprehensive 

Intervention/Policy Designs”, which is inclusive of all domain knowledge. This Session aims to 

explore the following questions: 

 

a) What are the possible actions required for designing an inclusive policy drawing from the 

idea of “Intersecting”?  

b) How can we design a set of principles to develop a comprehensive interventions framework? 
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Technical Session 5 - “Evidence and Practice of Intersecting” 

- 60 mins - 2 speakers and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A:  

 

The interdependency of global problems such as climate change, diseases, and inequalities are 

evident to be more profound in the context of the current pandemic. Thus, they have challenged 

the conventional policy structures and highlight the need for collective action in policy solutions. 

The Session would highlight the gains of “Intersecting” in policy-making as well as the disasters 

resulting from policy-making in silos, using evidence from the local, national, regional and 

international experiences.  

 

Technical Session 6- “Developing an Intersecting assessment framework.” 

- 60 mins - 2 speakers and 1 moderator- 30 mins of Q&A:  

 

The existing evaluation philosophy is centred around the primacy of optimality to be achieved 

through policy-making. “Intersecting”, on the other hand, is less concerned with the notion of 

optimisation but focusing on bringing about complementarity between man and nature. In the 

process, it also highlights the need for an inclusive society founded on the premise of equality, 

where no one is left behind.  The existing evaluation framework is more concerned with 

evaluating the value for money in policy interventions than with value for society and nature. In 

this Session, we would explore the need for developing an alternative assessment framework that 

facilitates “Intersecting”. Such a framework would help assess the complementary relationship 

between man and nature and even that among different communities spread across the globe. 

The principal questions to be addressed in this Session are: 

 

a) What are the drawbacks of the popular evaluation frameworks to assess the implications of 

“Intersecting”? 

b) What criteria are necessary to be developed to assess “Intersecting”?      

 

Valedictory Session- 30 mins  

a) Rapporteur’s report 

b) Valedictory address 

c) Vote of Thanks    

 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

 

• Strategic networking among academia, practitioners and policymakers concerned about the 

issue of sustainability to facilitate a time-bound road map for the desired paradigm shift;  

• Preparation of joint research proposals; 

• A series of blog posts and policy briefs to be published by the organising institutions and 

uploaded on their respective websites for broader dissemination; 

• An edited volume of contributions submitted by the speakers and other participants and  

• Designing an online course on the theme to be offered globally.  
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SESSION WISE PROGRAMME  

 (Indian Standard Time) 

28-29 July 2021  

DAY 1 

28.07.2021 - Challenges of Operationalizing “Intersecting” in Achieving Sustainability  
Opening 4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 
Inaugural Session – Setting up the Scene 

 THEME VIDEO 

1 Speaker R SUDARSHAN Dean, OP Jindal Global 

University School for 

Public Policy  

Welcome address 

2 Speaker Markus ENGELS Secretary General, Global 

Solutions Initiative  

Welcome address 

4 Speaker Milindo 

CHAKRABARTI 

Director, Centre for 

Sustainability, OP Jindal 

Global University  

About the dialogue 

5 Speaker Renata DESSALIEN Former Resident 

Coordinator UN, India  

Inaugural address 

6 Speaker Nicolas J.A. 

BUCHOUD 

Co-editor of 

“Intersecting”  

Vote of thanks 

M Emcee E Lokesh KUMAR OP Jindal Global 

University  

 

Session 

#1 

5:30 PM to 

6:30 PM 
Methodological Challenges: Linking Society and Nature 

  

THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator R SUDARSHAN OP Jindal Global 

University   

Dean,  

Jindal School of 

Government and 

Public Policy  
7 Speaker Amitava KRISHNA 

DUTTA 

Notre Dame University, 

US 

Professor of 

Economics and 

Politics   
8 Speaker Alicia ELY-YAMIN Harvard Law School Senior Fellow  

 

Q & A Session  
Session 

#2 

6:30 PM to 

7:30 PM 
Political Economy of "Intersecting" 

 THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator Milindo 

CHAKRABARTI 

OP Jindal Global 

University  

Director, Centre 

for Sustainability  
9 Speaker Michael COHEN The New School, New-

York 

Director, Doctoral 

Program in Public 

and Urban Policy 

Professor of 

International 

Affairs  
10 Speaker Rasigan MAHARAJH Tshwane University of Director, Institute 
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Technology, South Africa for Economic 

Research on 

Innovation (IERI)  
11 Speaker Maria DEL PILAR 

BUENO 

Rosario University, 

Argentina 

Professor, 

International 

Relations  

Q & A Session  

Session 

#3 

7:30 PM to 

8:30 PM 
Challenges from Nature 

  

 THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator TBA 
  

12 Speaker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruth MEINZEN-

DICK 

Consultative Group on 

International Agricultural 

Research (CGIAR), The 

USA 

Senior Research 

Fellow at the 

International Food 

Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI), 

based in 

Washington DC, 

and Coordinator of 

the CGIAR 

Program on 

Collective Action 

and Property 

Rights (CAPRi)  
13 Speaker Souparna LAHIRI Global Forest Coalition Climate Policy 

Advisor 

14 Speaker TBA 
  

Q & A Session  
End of day 1 

DAY 2 

29.07.2021 - Overcoming Challenges through Strategic Policy Changes across Scales 

  

Session 

#4 

4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 

"Intersecting" Led Policymaking 

 THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator Nicolas J.A. 

BUCHOUD 

Co-editor of 

“Intersecting”  

 

15 Speaker Holger KUHLE GIZ, Berlin Policy Advisor, 

Strategic 

Knowledge 

Partnerships  
16 Speaker Svetlana 

BODRUNOVA 

St Petersburg State 

University, Russia 

Head of Center for 

International 

Media Research, 

Vice Director on 

International Co-

operation  
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17 Speaker Iskandar 

ABDULLAEV 

Central Asia Regional 

Economic Cooperation 

Institute (CAREC), China  

Deputy CEO 

Q & A Session  

Session 

#5 

5:30 PM to 

6:45 PM 

Evidence and Practice of "Intersecting" 

  

 THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator TBA  

  

18 Speaker Tita LARASATI Indonesia Creative Cities 

Network (ICCN)  

Deputy for 

Strategy 

19 Speaker Susan PARNELL University of Bristol, The 

United Kingdom 

 

  

Global Challenges 

Professor in Urban 

Development  

20 Speaker Valeria LAURIA Agenda for International 

Development (A-id), Italy  

Founder and 

Director 

  Speaker  Aawatif  HAYAR Université Hassan II, 

Casablanca, Morocco  

President  

21 Speaker Nicolas J.A. 

BUCHOUD 

Co-editor of “Intersecting” 
 

Q & A Session 

Session 

#6 

6:45 PM to 

8:30 PM 

Developing an "Intersecting" Assessment Framework 

  

 THEME VIDEO 

M Moderator Michael COHEN The New School, New-

York 

Director, Doctoral 

Program in Public 

and Urban Policy 

Professor of 

International 

Affairs  

22 Speaker Nella Sri 

HENDRIYETTI 

ADBI, Japan Senior Capacity 

Building and 

Training (CBT) 

Specialist  
23 Speaker Gustavo MARTINEZ  CARI, Argentina Managing Director 

  
24 Speaker Fanie CLOETE School of Public 

Leadership, Stellenbosch 

University, South Africa  

Emeritus Professor  

25 Speaker Milindo 

CHAKRABARTI 

OP Jindal Global 

University, India  

Director, Centre 

for Sustainability  
26 Speaker Riatu Mariatul  

QIBTHIYYAH 

LPEM FEB UI - Institute 

for Social and Economic 

Research, University of 

Indonesia, Indonesia  

Director 

Q & A Session  
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FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

Prof. Milindo Chakrabarti 

Director,  

Centre for Sustainability  

Jindal School of Government & Public Policy  

O.P. Jindal Global University, India  

E-mail: mchakrabarti@jgu.edu.in 

Twitter: @MilindoC 

 

Nicolas J.A. Buchoud 

Fellow, 

Global Solutions Initiative  

E-mail: nicolas.buchoud@global-solutions-initiative.org  

Twitter: @cerclegranparis 

 

 

Centre for Sustainability 

Jindal School of Government & Public Policy 

O.P. Jindal Global University, India 

Email: cfsjsgp@jgu.edu.in 

Twitter: @cfs_jsgp 

LinkedIn: Centre for Sustainability 

www. jgu.edu.in/jsgp/centre-for-sustainability  

 
8:30 PM to 

9:15 PM 

Valedictory Session 

27 Rapporteur's 

report 

Rapporteur’s 

representative 

OP Jindal Global 

University  

TRIP Fellow 

28 Special 

remarks 

Izabella TEIXEIRA Public figure Former Minister, 

Ministry of 

Environment, 

Brazil  
29 Speaker Milindo 

CHAKRABARTI 

OP Jindal Global 

University  

Director, Centre 

for Sustainability  
30 Valedictory 

address 

Jairam RAMESH Public figure Former Minister, 

Ministry of 

Environment and 

Forest, India 

31 Wrap up Nicolas J.A. 

BUCHOUD 

Co-editor of 

“Intersecting” 

  

mailto:mchakrabarti@jgu.edu.in
https://twitter.com/MilindoC
mailto:nicolas.buchoud@global-solutions-initiative.org
https://twitter.com/cerclegranparis
http://www.edu.in/jsgp/centre-for-sustainability
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Participants to the Dialogue are invited to download here the first edition of 

“Intersecting” and the press release from the Global Solutions Initiative: 

https://www.global-solutions-initiative.org/publications/e-book-intersecting/ 

https://www.global-solutions-initiative.org/press-news/52-ways-to-respond-

the-pandemic-intersecting-in-one-book/ 

The International Virtual Dialogue of July 28-29, Paradigmatic Shift   

from “Extracting” to “Intersecting”: 2030 Agenda through the Lens of Covid-

19 Pandemic will be a milestone in the preparation of the revised second edition which will be released at 

the T20 Italy Summit in Milano, Oct 4-6 2021." 

https://www.global-solutions-initiative.org/publications/e-book-intersecting/
https://www.global-solutions-initiative.org/press-news/52-ways-to-respond-the-pandemic-intersecting-in-one-book/
https://www.global-solutions-initiative.org/press-news/52-ways-to-respond-the-pandemic-intersecting-in-one-book/

