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ABSTRACT

Rishi Sunak is the �rst British Prime Minister of Indian heritage. This is an important moment in the politics 
of representation and racial diversity in the United Kingdom (UK). Given the politics of race and migration 
in the UK, Sunak’s elevation is surprising and to be welcomed. Yet when viewed from the perspective of 
class and privilege, Sunak’s assumption of the role of Prime Minister looks more like continuity than 
change. Most importantly, Sunak’s election forms part of a particularly turbulent period in British politics 
in which withdrawal from the European Union (EU) has been the de�ning strategic and political issue. This 
issue – and the changing voter allegiances that it caused – has seen the political demise of four prime 
ministers since 2016: unprecedented in a system once known for its stability. In this sense the arrival of a 
practising Hindu at 10 Downing Street can be explained as much by the uncertainties surrounding the 
UK’s post-EU place in the world, as by the migration of those of Indian heritage to the UK. 
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Dr. Ben Wellings is the Director of Monash University’s 
Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) degree. Before 
joining Monash University in 2013, he worked at the 
Australian National University, as a curator at the 
National Museum of Australia, as a researcher at the 
House of Commons in London, and as a merchant 
seaman on the English Channel. He is author of English 
Nationalism, Brexit and the Anglosphere (Manchester 
University Press, 2019).
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