
i

Editors’ Foreword

Dear Readers,

We would like to convey our deepest condolences to all those who have 
lost someone in the family or among close relatives and friends owing to 
COVID. Many of  us also lost near and dear ones because they could not 
reach health institutions when care was needed for other reasons. Our 
condolences to those families too.

The reality of  this pandemic is that it is rare to find a person who has 
not lost someone they know during this time. The official records suggest 
that 1 out of  every 2500 adults has died in the country. If  we go by the 
experience around us, the magnitude of  casualty may be many times 
higher than the official numbers. Print and electronic media brought out 
investigative stories to point out gross under-reporting of  deaths. Several 
eminent researchers used innovative methods to provide alternative 
estimates of  COVID mortality in India, while the state continued to deny 
and dismiss those studies. Measuring deaths and cases accurately therefore, 
is crucial to design and implement appropriate policies.  

The fault lines of  India’s public policy were exposed more rapidly during 
the last year and half  than they would have been under more normal 
circumstances.  While the people of  India faced the worst health and 
humanitarian crisis and continue to do so, the state leaders responded with 
little empathy and sensibility, remained busy in propaganda, and displayed 
a complete lack of  foresight. The images of  thousands of  bodies floating 
in the river Ganges portrayed systematic denial by the state, denial of  
quality treatment, and denial of  basic dignity in death. It reminded us of  
the horrors of  the influenza pandemic of  1918, during the colonial rule, 
where more than a million died, and similar scenes of  dead bodies left 
floating in rivers were witnessed. It is extremely saddening to realize that 
after almost seventy-four years of  Independence, the plight of  millions of  
poor Indians has hardly changed!

The current volume brings out some key issues related to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the disruptions brought about in various dimensions of  the 
lives of  the people by the subsequent lockdowns. Given that the world 
economy has been hit severely with rising unemployment, hunger and 
poverty, there were popular expectations that the world would begin to 
strongly move away from the neo-liberal dogma and focus on welfare. In 
contrast, neoliberalism seems to have established an unparalleled hegemony 
over economic thinking. Income and wealth inequalities have increased 
globally, with extreme levels of  wealth concentration taking place with 
unprecedented velocity. Apurva K.H. and Achala S. Yareseemehave, in 
their paper, attempt to measure income inequality using Social Accounting 
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Matrix (SAM) for the state of  Karnataka for the year 2013-14. The SAM 
captures both the structures of  production and distribution. The results 
of  the multiplier show that the social sectors of  education and health 
exhibit the highest potential in income creation with direct intervention, 
thus implying better income distribution in the economy. This piece is of  
considerable significance for a country which has the dubious distinction 
of  having the lowest public spending on health.

Jyotsna Bapat’s invited piece on India’s Official Development Assistance 
Partnerships (ODA) highlights the disruptions that the pandemic has 
brought about regarding the future of  ODA projects. She aptly suggests 
that adapting ODA to the Indian reality would mean multilaterally investing 
in mid-sized projects in friendly developing countries. Strategically, these 
developing countries could be selected around the Indo-Pacific region 
and within Asia. Pragmatically, it could be beneficial if  these projects were 
formulated in the context of  the new geopolitical and economic realities, 
including post-COVID economic recovery, climate change, renewable 
energy, disaster resilient infrastructure connectivity and even the blue 
economy. 

While the world is looking for recovery and reconstruction, the imminent 
danger of  ignoring climate issues for the sake of  aggressive economic 
expansion is looming large. It seems the little gains achieved from the 
prolonged negotiations of  decades to build a sustainable economic order 
are being squandered away. As a consequence, aggressive destruction 
of  climate could be severe and multidimensional, among other things, 
affecting human health. Saber Salem and Armin Rosencranz trace the 
various disruptions of  physical, biological, and ecological systems induced 
by climate change which are likely to intensify existing health threats and 
lead to an emergence of  new health threats. The best solution and way 
forward, according to the authors, is to convince national legislatures to 
translate international agreements into domestic laws so that businesses, 
multinational corporations and governments can be held accountable for 
their actions. Currently, there is no such legal framework to discourage 
these entities from increasing their fossil fuel generation and further 
damaging the environment.

COVID-19 induced lockdowns have prompted further deterioration in 
the lives of  women over the world. Umika Chanana’s paper on domestic 
violence seeks to critically analyse the plethora of  challenges faced by 
women during the pandemic that emanate intense consequences on 
the health and wellbeing of  both women and children in families. Legal 
measures have fallen short of  preventing violence and attaining gender 
equality thus far. The paper tries to identify the risks and consequences 
of  the crisis faced by women and children as they are caught up in the 
epicentre of  the pandemic, and it evaluates the government policies dealing 
with the covert crisis. 
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Jhalak Agarwal, in her paper on unsafe abortions, discusses the plight 
of  unsafe abortion services in India, shedding light on the regenerative 
health issues that are preventable but have been dismissed and neglected 
by emotional debates and discussions. Socio-economic vulnerability, early 
pregnancy, and insufficient and inadequate access to healthcare services 
put many women at the risk of  unsafe abortions. Jhalak’s paper draws 
evidence from various sources to present the author’s perspectives on how 
improper access to safe abortion care acts a major barrier.

The pandemic has also brought about transformations in the way 
knowledge and skills are imparted. School education has been affected 
significantly. The digital divide has accentuated rich-poor, public-private 
and rural-urban inequalities more than ever. In this context programmes 
like Saksham Haryana, which are intended to improve learning outcomes 
in government primary schools, bear special significance. Arushi Sharan 
and co-authors attempt to shed some light on the implementation of  
the Saksham Haryana programme by evaluating the role of  individual 
implementers at every level of  the programme. The paper tries to identify 
the nodal points in the implementation of  the program and offers 
suggestions for improvements. This study has potential lessons for public 
programs in general and school education in particular.  

Face-to-face classes have given way to virtual meetings and learning not 
only in formal schools but also in the training of  various art forms. Mridula 
Anand’s piece brings out the divide that emerged in the field of  classical 
arts between those who embraced technology and those who could not. 
She deals with a multitude of  new and interesting learnings and practises 
that have made inroads into performance arts and also highlights the 
significance of  these in a post-COVID regime. This article focuses on the 
ways in which the discussed technological leaps will distinctly change the 
way classical Indian dance teachers operate and teach, and suggests policy 
changes. 

We are glad to inform you that we are able to bring out the journal within 
the regular interval for the third time consecutively in these trying times 
of  the pandemic. This would not have been possible without numerous 
contributions of  our colleagues. We are particularly indebted to Vivekanand 
Jha for almost single-handedly managing all the correspondence with 
the authors, reviewers, editors and helping us in all possible ways. 
Special thanks are due to our esteemed colleagues, Milindo Chakrabarti, 
Bhuvaneswari Raman, Kaveri Ishwar Haritas, Geeta Sinha, Avanindra 
Nath Thakur, Dhritiman Gupta, Gargi Bharadwaj, Shivangi Chandel, 
Vidya Subramanian and Divya Chaudhary for taking the time and patiently 
reviewing submissions and resubmissions. Active involvement, mentorship 
and encouragement from our Dean R. Sudarshan helped us at crucial 
junctures. Shweta Venkatesh took the pains to read all the pieces, made 
language and grammatical changes and also provided critical suggestions 
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related to the content with impeccable efficiency. Our heartfelt thanks to 
Shweta for being patient with us and responding to our repeated requests 
with grace. Mani Mala, Manager & Academic Co-ordinator of  the Jindal 
School of  Government and Public Policy, was forthcoming with support 
whenever we were in need.  Manoj Kumar’s prompt support in designing 
the issue and Naveen Kumar and Durgesh Nath Tiwari’s support in 
uploading the content on the website came at a key stages. We deeply 
appreciate their efforts. 

We hope to come back with our next issue soon and provide young and 
experienced voices a common platform for a healthy discourse on public 
policy. Please help us reach out to wider academic circles and improve our 
content through your comments and suggestions. 

Enjoy reading and stay safe!

Thanks and warm regards

Manini Ojha and Indranil     
Co-editors, Jindal Journal of  Public Policy


