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EDITORS’ FOREWORD 

Dear Readers, 

Hope you are well in these trying times!  

You may recall that the previous issue of the Jindal Journal of Public Policy 
was published in the middle of the pandemic. At the time, we were still 
uncertain about the extent to which the battle of humanity against Covid-
19 would be prolonged, and about the severity of the impact on the lives 
and livelihoods of people. Cases were rising exponentially, and the 
transmission mechanisms of Covid-19 were being debated among 
scientists and global agencies. Vaccines were a matter of speculation and 
public health measures were still falling short of the required minimum. 
Panic and apprehension prevailed as the middle class watched from their 
safe homes the spectres of millions of labourers walking back to their 
native places, without food, water, and empathy from the state. Frontline 
health workers put up a great fight with limited resources amid policy 
doldrums and chaos, braving threats to their lives. The pandemic held a 
mirror to our society, and to all of us.      

At present, while political powers across the world remain busy with 
vaccine nationalism, scientists in almost all countries work tirelessly to 
produce the much sought-after vaccines. Indian scientists lead the way, 
being one of the first to produce the vaccines on a large scale. Despite 
issues of safety and efficacy being debated currently, the vaccination drives 
were conducted in an unnecessary hurry, raising suspensions and scrutiny. 
With that said, one ought to recognise that introducing vaccines within 
such a short period of time is unprecedented and perhaps one of the finest 
collective scientific endeavours in human history.  

Rajdeepa Maiti’s piece titled “Understanding the business of vaccines: 
COVID-19”, brings out the various stages of development of a vaccine 
and highlights the significance of open alliances in the field of 
biotechnology. Written much before the discovery of the first vaccines 
against Covid-19, the author predicted that the country to produce the 
vaccine first “would not only have  the financial edge but also geopolitical 
supremacy”. The diplomatic gains made by the Indian government by 
helping our neighbouring countries with doses of Covid vaccines 
vindicates her point.     
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The lockdown brought with it significant structural shocks to the world 
economy, with the Indian economy being one of the worst affected. 
Though the national economy is on the course of partial recovery, the 
structure and composition of work has gone through irreversible changes. 
The gig economy, empowered by rapid penetration of new generations of 
information technology, has gained unprecedented importance during this 
time. It has brought in new types of jobs with their unique work 
conditions. Lakshmi Puri’s piece titled “Transitioning to the future of work 
- the power of possibility” explains the challenges to work posed by the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, provides a succinct account of the future of
work, and also shares insights on how we can consciously shape it.

While the pandemic highlights the stark health inequities across societies, 
it has also led to the unmasking of deep-rooted structural inequalities 
within the developed world. During the neo-liberal period, major 
economies of the world ignored the marked differences in health statuses 
despite their higher levels of per capita income. Vishal Chauhan’s piece 
“Health inequalities in the UK: An overview of socio-economic 
determinants'' reviews some of the rich debates on the causes of health 
inequality within the UK and other developed countries. At a time when 
income inequalities are at an unparalleled high despite the economic 
downturn and the world economy facing the prospect of chronic 
stagnation, the piece highlights the importance of mitigating some of these 
inequities through equitable distribution of healthcare and other resources 
essential for good health.     

The strength of our democracy has been put to test continuously during 
the lockdown. Invoking the Emergency Disaster Management Act in the 
name of fighting the pandemic has curbed the rights of citizens, dimmed 
the voices of ethics and conscience in an unprecedented manner. We have 
also experienced further dilution of provisions under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act during this period. At a time when accountability 
mechanisms are being systematically weakened and democratic institutions 
are losing their independence, Himanshu Jha’s piece, “RTI as a case of 
institutional change” goes back to the history of RTI to explore reasons 
behind bringing out institutional changes in the existing legal regime 
through the RTI Act.  

Ganesh Devy’s piece “Language and State” spells out how state policies 
such as state re-organisation and education work in India to favour the 
languages spoken by the majority. In this process, it marginalises minority 
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languages and often paves the way towards their extinction. To the author, 
every language represents a unique worldview, and any threat to language 
also implies that there exists a threat to our ways of lives, minds, and 
society, and a form of erosion of the democratic spirit.  

An underexplored event during the pandemic has been the postponement 
of the Olympics. Since the 1980s, hosting mega sporting events like the 
FIFA and the Olympics has become fiercely competitive with politicized 
bidding processes and strict hosting requirements. Host nations are willing 
to commit billions of dollars towards the process with the hope of 
extracting large returns and advertise their cities on a global platform. 
However, the available evidence reflects otherwise and shows that returns 
from these projects on various sectors of the economy have been 
quite limited in nature. Looking at multiple economic sectors, the piece 
by Agarwal et al. “Mega events and their impacts on the economy” finds 
that careful analysis is needed while undertaking decisions to host such 
events. The paper also highlights various problems within the selection 
process as well as various committees like the IOC and FIFA for such 
events. They provide suggestions on the processes for budget 
allocation and indicate concerns that ought to be addressed while 
hosting these events. The piece is relevant as it brings to light the 
challenges of investing resources during a pandemic. 

Last but not the least, climate change is undeniably a global phenomenon 
requiring timely and sincere global efforts and commitments to save the 
planet. Scientists warn that this cataclysm is claiming entire nations that 
will submerge as early the next century. In fact, the rise of the sea level is 
one of the biggest existential threats facing us today. The article “Planned 
Relocation: Mammoth task for Fijian Government” argues that despite 
being considered as an effective adaptation mechanism, the relocation plan 
initiated by the Fijian Government is facing multiple hurdles. The 
relocation will cost Fiji billions of dollars, which the meagre economy 
cannot afford. Thus, it requires the financial and technical assistance of the 
donor community to help implement the project successfully. 

Penned on different themes, this current volume is a modest effort,against 
the backdrop of the current pandemic, to provide our readers with valuable 
insights that are both nation-specific as well as  pervasive enough for 
significant comparative analysis across nations. Timely publication of this 
issue of the journal would not have been possible without numerous 
contributions from our colleagues. We are particularly indebted to 
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Vivekanand Jha for coordinating the entire process and helping us in all 
possible ways. Special thanks are due to our esteemed colleagues 
Professors Pradeep Guin, Nikhil Damodaran, and Vatsalya Srivastava for 
taking the time to patiently review the submissions. Active involvement, 
mentorship and encouragement from Dean Professor R. Sudarshan helped 
us during crucial junctures. We would be remiss if we didn’t express our 
gratefulness to Shweta Venkatesh for her meticulous and painstaking 
efforts to read the pieces carefully for language and grammatical changes, 
and for suggesting corrections in the content with impeccable efficiency. 
Our heartfelt thanks to Shweta for being patient with us and responding 
to our repeated requests with grace. We would also like to acknowledge 
the contribution of Hina Fatima Khan for helping us with exceptional 
transcriptions. Mani Mala, Manager & Academic Co-ordinator of the 
Jindal School of Government and Public Policy was a big support 
throughout the process. Her contributions in organizing transcriptions 
need special mention.  Manoj's prompt support in designing the issue and 
Naveen and Durgesh’s support in uploading the content on the website 
came at a key juncture. We deeply appreciate their efforts.  

We hope to come back with our next issue soon and provide young and 
experienced voices a common platform. Enjoy reading and stay safe! 

Thanks and warm regards 

Manini Ojha and Indranil     

Co-editors, Jindal Journal of Public Policy 




