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Sunaina Dhingra is an Assistant Professor at the Jindal School of Government & Public Policy. 
Her research interests are in the area of development economics, heath economics, education and 
public policy. Prior to joining JGU, she was a Post-Doctoral Associate with the Tata Cornell 
Institute (TCI) in the Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management at Cornell University. 
She completed her Ph.D. in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi 
(2018). Sunaina’s current research focuses on addressing questions broadly related to health, 
nutrition and educational outcomes, and how they interface with poverty reduction. She has 
extensive field work experience in the villages of Bihar for her Ph.D. dissertation which evaluates 
the principal drivers of nutritional and education outcomes for children in rural India in general, 
and for girls in particular. At TCI, her research analysed the drivers of child stunting and other 
forms of undernutrition, including new concerns on rising adult overweight and obesity issues in 
developing countries. Apart from these topics, she is working on the role of women’s bargaining 
power in intra-household decision making and how it may influence the gender bias in human 
capital investments on children. Through her research, she has contributed to, and is building on, 
the understanding of nutrition and educational challenges in India with a special focus on the 
disadvantaged and vulnerable population. Along with research, Sunaina has mentored Ph.D. and 
other graduate students at Cornell University on developing research and planning field visits. She 
also brings wide-ranging undergraduate and graduate teaching experience to JGU. She has taught 
courses at IIM Rohtak, the Delhi School of Economics, and various undergraduate colleges of 
Delhi University. Sunaina has earned her B.A. (H) in Economics from Delhi College of Arts & 
Commerce, University of Delhi in 2007, and M.A. in Economics from Jamia Millia Islamia in 2009. 

 
Komal Sahai received her bachelor's degree in economics from Miranda House and her master's 
degree in Economics from Delhi School of Economics. She received her Ph.D. in Economics 
from the Indian Statistical Institute, New Delhi. Her research areas lie at the intersection of 
Economics of Education and the Economics of Identity. She is interested in the interdependence 
of educational outcomes (performance, subject choices, parental education) and identity-related 
variables (gender, caste, caste networks, inter-caste marriages, untouchability). At JSGP, she 
teaches Game Theory and Statistics. 
 
Rajeev Malhotra bridges the world of academics and policy making, A development economist 
and a civil servant with over 28 years of experience, he has worked with the Government of India, 
where until August 2012 he was Economic Adviser to the then Union Finance Minister. From 
2002 to 2008, he worked at UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva 
and prior to that at the Planning Commission, New Delhi. Over the years, he has been a consultant 
to several international organisations. He has expertise in macroeconomic issues in development 
policy; fiscal policy and budgeting; planning, monitoring, evaluation and impact assessments; 
poverty estimation and human development; and human rights and development. He has led 
research on human rights and rights sensitive development indicators at the UN and is recognised 
as an international expert on that subject. He also worked on conceptual and operational 
framework for the right to development and human rights-based approaches. He has published 
widely. His most recent publications include India Public Policy Report 2014 (Oxford University 
Press, 2014); ‘India @ 100: Giving wings to the lumbering elephant’, Futures: Journal of Policy, 
Planning and Futures Studies, Elsevier 56 (2014) 8-21; and A Critical Decade-Polices for India’s 
Development (Oxford University Press, 2012). 
His research interests includes macroeconomic issues in development policy related to India and 
other developing economies. Human rights and development, in particular issues related to 



identification and operationalization of human development, human rights and good governance 
indicators for use in policy articulation, monitoring and evaluation of development process. 
 
Subaran Roy completed his PhD in Economics from Louisiana State University in 2008. He 
holds an M.A. degree from Jawaharlal Nehru University in International Economics and a B.Sc. 
in Economics from Calcutta University. He has more than fifteen years of teaching experience in 
various countries including the USA and the Middle East both at bachelor’s and master’s degree 
levels. His teaching portfolio includes a range of courses delivered in the field of economics, 
statistics and finance. His research interests include but are not limited to economic growth, 
international finance, trade, weightless economy, technology diffusion and applied econometrics. 
His research applies leading-edge (empirical) methods to examine substantively important 
economic phenomena and has significantly contributed to the relevant literature through well 
recognized international peer-reviewed journals. His current research involves the much-debated 
topics of convergence and public debt & its role on economic growth. He has also developed an 
interest in conducting research on the Indian economy primarily in the context of growth, public 
debt and inequality. 
 
Subhasish Ray is trained in Political Science and Economics. He received a Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the Department of Political Science, University of Rochester. He has MA and MPhil 
degrees in Economics from the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University. Prior to joining JSGP, he was an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political 
Science, National University of Singapore, and a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Political Science, University of Rochester. 
Subhasish’s research interests fall in the area of civil conflict, broadly construed. He serves as an 
editor of the Journal of Genocide Research. His most current line of research examines how a 
legacy of civil conflict shapes elections, public opinion, and voting. The project utilizes original 
survey data he collected in the Maoist insurgency-affected Junglemahal region of the state of West 
Bengal prior to the 2016 state assembly election and the 2019 parliamentary election. 
 
 
Naveen Joseph Thomas completed his Ph.D. in Economics at the Department of Economics, 
Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi. He received his M.Sc. in Economics from the 
TERI School of Advanced Studies and his B.Sc.(H) in Physics from St. Stephen’s College, 
University of Delhi. His research interest lies in the areas of Household Economics, Growth 
Theory, Labour Economics and issues of the MSME sector. His current research focusses on the 
role of intra-household conflict in explaining low labour force participation of women in 
patriarchal societies, the scope of Mutual Credit Guarantee Schemes for the development of the 
MSME sector in India, and the analysis of education choice of parents under constrained supply 
of public-funded education in rural India using the ASER dataset. The papers that he has taught 
include Mathematical Methods for Economics, Financial Economics, International Trade, 
Economics in Public Policy, Applied Econometrics, Data Analysis, Development Economics and 
Microeconomics. 
 
Kaveri Haritas is Associate Professor at the Jindal School of Government & Public Policy. She 
has a bachelor’s degree in law, a Masters and PhD. In Development Studies from the Graduate 
Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, Switzerland. She was funded by the 
Swiss National Science Foundation for her doctoral studies (CanDoc), which examines the 
struggles of poor women and men in a rehabilitation area in Bangalore. Her research focuses on 
the politics of the poor, the role that gender plays in everyday politics and struggles and the manner 
in which this shapes citizenship and the role of the state. After her doctoral research, she took part 
in an international research project on the solidarity economy practices of women in Latin America 



and India, supported by the Swiss Network of International Studies. In this research, she continued 
to work on women’s struggles for survival, examining a fisherwomen’s association in Udupi, 
Karnataka. With an education in development studies, she has a marked leaning towards 
anthropology, uses ethnography in her research and enjoys research and teaching in the areas of 
political and economic anthropology. Her recent research interrogates the future of work in a 
world of technological unemployment, examining the potential of technology to transform both 
the structures and meanings of work in the contemporary world. She has also been a north-south 
mobility fellow at the Institute for Research on Development, Paris.  
 
Shilpi received her PhD in competition law from the Erasmus University Rotterdam (as part of 
the European Doctorate in Law and Economics) in 2016. Her thesis was titled ‘Competition 
Law and the Bounded Rationality of Firms’. Shilpi’s areas of interest are competition law, 
contract law, behavioural law and economics and law and economics. Previously, Shilpi has 
practiced securities law at Linklaters LLP in Singapore. She received the Olin Fellowship to 
pursue an LL.M. at University of Virginia where her course work orientation was on law and 
economics 
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