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SECTION TWO
POLICY ISSUES: EDUCATION,
WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND
POWER SECTOR
The four articles in this section are authored by the students of the
Jindal School of Government and Public Policy. They engage with
critical policy issues such as education, women’s empowerment and
electricity.
Education is a fundamental right of every child.  Manashri Valliappan’s
article draws our attention to the plight of children with various types of
Learning Disabilities (LD) in India.  A majority of children with learning
disabilities remain undetected due to different reasons including the
lack of awareness about LD, confusing regulations on the provisions
for accommodating such children in schools and the medium of
instruction. The article concludes with a plea for the formulation of a
National Policy on Learning Disabilities.
The following two articles by Aparna Sivaraman and Geetika Khanduja
examine the impact of public policies on women’s empowerment.  
Aparna Sivaraman examines three questions in tracing the influence
of the Kerala Model of Development on women. The first is whether
official indicators reflect the actual position of women in Kerala. The
second is about women’s contribution to the success of the Kerala model
of development and finally, the influence of matrilineality on women’s
development in the state.  The following article by Khanduja uses the
lens of eco-feminism to understand the influence of green revolution
on women’s status in India.   It takes a critical view of the dominant
scientific paradigm of favouring expertise over generalist knowledge
and that of propagation of monocultures as more scientifically robust
than diversified farming. The article highlights the repercussions
of shifting towards intensive agriculture from a subsistence-based
approach. Finally, it critiques the ideology of treating women and
nature as mere surrogates in society.
Electricity is an essential component of infrastructure development,
which affects the country’s economic growth and welfare. The history
of power sector in India, its evolution and impact are traced in the last
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article by Vasant Surdeo. Until the decade of nineties, public sector
utility companies were controlling the production, distribution and
transmission of electricity in India. This changed post 1991 with the
changes in regulation to enhance private sector participation. The article
concludes that while the reforms in the power sector led to a significant
improvement in the production, transmission and distribution of
power, challenges still persist in terms of the service providers’ ability
to procure available power and provide it to consumers at an affordable
price.

