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SECTION THREE
TOWARDS THE MAKING OF
A WHITE PAPER ON INDIA’S
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
Prof. R Sudarshan & Dr. Clarence J. Dias
This issue of the Jindal Journal of Public Policy has created a platform
for students to make contributions to policy debates. In the students
section of the journal, we have included papers written by students in
the course of completing a project (supported by The Asia Foundation)
which resulted in a collective paper on India’s development policy
(which is also published here). Faculty who conducted some courses
for students related to this subject have recommended these papers
for inclusion in this issue. The student authors have benefitted from
faculty guidance and editorial help. We hope that this special issue
will encourage other students, including those from other universities
in India and abroad, to make similar contribution to policy debates.
Suggestions to improve this experimental section are welcome.
The papers included in this section of this journal have been authored
by seven selected students, five from the O.P. Jindal Global University’s
(JGU) School of Government and Public Policy (JSGP) and two from
the School of International Affairs (JSIA). These students participated
in a semester long project sponsored by The Asia Foundation (TAF),
whose objective was to develop a “Mock” White Paper on India’s
Development Cooperation Policy.
JGU is committed to fostering among its students a spirit of nonhierarchical egalitarian intellectual curiosity. Hence, it was only
natural that JGU partnered with TAF on the above mentioned project.
For too long, international development cooperation (both policy and
practice) has been perceived as a highly complex subject requiring a
delicate balance to be struck between intertwining interests of security
of state, border security, international and regional relations, peace,
development and human rights. Hence, there is a widely shared but
highly questionable prevailing perception that the subject be best-left
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to an elitist group comprising of policy specialists and wielders of
political power and governmental authority, with a passing nod to the
views of the country’s diplomats.
JGU welcomed the opportunity to confront this perception and give its
students a chance through this project to bring fresh thinking and policy
prescriptions to the subject. The participating students were invited to
become persistent practitioners of iconoclasm. No aspect of the subject
was to be deemed as taboo. Rather, the students were invited to think
out of the box and produce research materials with a view to open
up the subject of India’s Development Cooperation Policy to a wide
ranging public consultation, and even perhaps a highly visible public
debate on core issues.
The papers in this issue of the journal, it is hoped, will be a modest
catalyst to set in motion a nation-wide consultation on the values,
principles, context, content, modalities and institutional architecture
that will govern India’s Future Development Cooperation — within a
South-South framework. India is firmly committed to such a SouthSouth approach (bilateral and multilateral), as is evident from the exponential growth (in terms of both volume and geographic coverage)
of India’s International Development Cooperation activities, over the
past Decade. The challenges are indeed daunting and the tasks are undoubtedly formidable but it is our earnest hope that the modest contribution of this collection of papers will represent at least the first step
towards the longest of journeys ahead.
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CASE STUDIES
Seven Country Experiences of South-South Development
Cooperation
The first three case studies are from Asia. Starting with India’s closest neighbor
outside SAARC, the first case study focuses on Indonesia who also finance a
trilateral approach, but from a different perspective — one which mobilizes
resources from the North (notably Australia) but uses them to reinforce
Indonesia’s leadership within ASEAN. The second case study focuses on
Thailand, highlights an approach which favors trilateral cooperation as a
means of bridging South-North divisions and differences. Both Thailand
and Indonesia are emerging economies aspiring to join China and India in
the near future.
The third case study focuses on China, India’s closest rival for leadership of
the South-South Development Cooperation movement. China’s approach
does not hesitate to link development with trade and investment. However,
it does so within the confines of not one, but two Policy Papers issued by the
Government recently to clarify the contours of China’s “development aid”.
The fourth and fifth case studies focus on China’s partners within BRICS
viz., South Africa and Brazil. The South African case study highlights
the difficulties faced regionally in Africa, in overcoming post-Apartheid
hegemonic legacies. Brazil on the other hand (sharing borders with all but
three countries in South America) has no such regional problems of credibility
to overcome. However, it too deals with colonial legacies, but in a constructive
manner. It accords high priority in cooperating with Portuguese-speaking
countries, especially across the African continent.
The last two case studies examine the experience of technology transfer and
a model of a civil society organisation for capacity building of women on
rural electrification

