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AFGHANISTAN: PEOPLE AND PLACES 
4th August 2022 

-Report by Mrinalini Srivastava 

The Centre for Afghanistan Studies (CAS) hosted a Virtual Talk and Photo Exhibition titled 
Afghanistan: People and Places on the 4th of August 2022 with Munisa Rashid, an Afghan 
woman photographer, and humanitarian aid worker. 
 

The introduction was given by Dr. Raghav Sharma, Director CAS, and Professor Bilquees Daud, 
Assistant Director, CAS. He talked about how general associations made with Afghanistan are 
that of terrorism, war, etc., 

 

 

 

and what is often forgotten in discourses is the people, their everyday struggles, their desires, 
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and their hopes. There is also a common tendency to exoticize the Afghan people. The intent 
behind hosting this event is, he said, to introduce everyone to Afghanistan and its people through 
Munisa Rashid’s photos. 
 

 

 

Munisa Rashid started by expressing her gratitude for the opportunity to talk about her country 
and speak about what she feels about it. She mentioned how the media paints a negative picture 
of Afghanistan and how she endeavors to show the greatness and beauty of Afghan culture and 
life. 

 

She started her slideshow with household pictures wherein she described what photography 
means to her and the importance of an understanding of colors for every photographer. She then 
described an evening picture of a bird peacefully sitting on a tree, taken in Kabul city, as a 
symbol of the peace that every human being deserves. 
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The picture of a father and daughter looking at the sky, she said, shows how the people in 
Afghanistan have continued to live on and create small moments of peace, despite facing grave 
challenges and having spent decades in war. Ms. Rashid then showed some pictures of the area 
where she lived. It had many hilly pathways that the people living there traverse every day. 
According to her, photography is the best tool to showcase Afghanistan beyond terror. 

 

She then showed photographs of men and women opening their food stalls in the morning. She 
explained how the city nurtures a micro-economy of small businesses by men and women. 
Women, not anymore, she added. She said that Afghans have lost their future, but they continue 
to work and try for their families and relatives. Next was a photograph of a little girl walking on 
the street with her bag. Ms. Rashid explained how Afghans, especially girls, are thirsty for 
education. Even if the girls are at home right now, they are not giving up on education. They are 
trying to learn through the internet. She also talked about her own experience of being confined 
to her house for nine months, despite having a good education, after the Taliban takeover. 

 

Next, there were photographs from Paktika Province which is where Ms. Rashid is originally 
from, but she visited it for the first time recently. She explained how the province was recovering 
from the recent earthquake. There was no access to clean water, education, hospitals, etc. The 
people in the province lead one of the most difficult lives, she said. The people there were living 
in tents and a lot of them had lost many of their family members in the disaster. There were 
photographs of children from Paktika. The little boy, she said had lost all his family and the girl 
didn’t know what happened to her. Ms. Rashid expressed how she took these photographs of 
Paktika women and children to save them with her in some way because only god knew what 
was going to happen to them. 
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The event was concluded by Ms. Rashid answering a few questions about Paktika, the Taliban, 
and media depictions of Afghanistan. She expressed her concern at how Afghanistan has become 
famous globally for war and terrorism which has led to the fetishization of the same. The world 
didn’t give Afghans the chance to show and celebrate the beauty of Afghanistan, she said.  
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Professor Abhinav Mehrotra, Chief Editor, JGLS  
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