
CNEAS 
Newsletter, Vol 01, Issue 02 
 

CENTRE FOR NORTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

O.P JINDAL GLOBAL UNIVERSITY 

 

  

 

 

 

Director  

Sriparna Pathak



CNEAS 
Newsletter, Vol 01, Issue 02 
 

About CNEAS  

The 21st century, oft referred to as 

the Asian century in international 

politics is so called owing to the rise 

of powerful economies from what 

was once seen as the ‘Orient’. 

Countries in Northeast Asia, be it 

the People’s Republic of China 

(PRC), Japan, Republic of China 

(ROC)/ Taiwan, South Korea or 

North Korea exert myriad types of 

influences on the international 

system. The various types of 

relationships among the countries of 

the Northeast Asian region also 

impact international politics as these 

range from conflicts over disputed 

islands, espionage, perceived 

historical injustices such as the 

Nanjing massacre to rising volumes 

of trades in the region to potential 

nuclear crises to balancing between 

acts of cooperation and conflict. 

 

The history, culture, society and 

politics, all of which are different 

from that of the Western world 

become interesting aspects of study 

as all of this impact the posturing of 

the countries of the region in their 

respective foreign policies. Given 

the fact that India has active 

conflicts as well as partnerships 

with countries of the region, a better 

understanding of Northeast Asia 

from the lenses of security to 

economics to diplomacy to culture 

becomes pertinent. 

 

The Center for Northeast Asian 

Studies looks at the countries of the 

region with fine lenses to offer 

understandings beyond what is 

provided by Western literature and 

theories of international politics. 

Tools such as track 2 discussions, 

seminars, lectures, primary 

research, historical and archival 

studies, along with a reliance on the 

languages of the region are used to 

understand international relations. 
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Economic & Trade  

Kim Jong Un warns of ‘very giant 

struggle’ for North Korea 

 

 
(Image source: Reuters)  

 

At a meeting of the central committee of 

the ruling Worker’s Party politburo, 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 

remarked that the country must be 

prepared for a very giant struggle next 

year if it has to continue making progress 

in areas of defense, agriculture, and 

construction. He said that North Korea 

still faces economic difficulties, and the 

party has had success in meeting policy 

targets through implementing the five-

year economic plan that was unveiled 

last year. The remarks made by the North 

Korean leader have arrived amidst severe 

sanctions on North Korea by the western 

allies, and the decision by the United 

Nation to again exclude North Korea 

from its worldwide humanitarian 

assistance plan for 2022. Since last year, 

the UN has excluded North Korea from 

the assistance plans owing to the 

country’s long-term border closure in 

response to the pandemic. Pyongyang 

had asked all foreign organization 

personnel to leave the country. North 

Korea’s supply chains have been 

severely impacted by pandemic related 

import sanctions, coupled with natural 

disasters like heavy rains. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

Reuters, Independent 

 

Urea Shortage puts South Korean 

supply chains and economy under 

pressure 

 

(Image Source: The Straits Times) 

Multiple countries faced urea shortages 

in November, which continued in 

December, owing to export restrictions 

imposed in October by China. The 

product in shortage- ‘urea solution’ is 

produced using coal. The shortage has 

been reported as a direct result of a coal 

shortage in China. South Korea’s 

situation matched with similar shortages 

in Australia and elsewhere- markets 

which are dependent on China’s exports 

and thus directly affected by its energy 

crisis. Urea solution is also used to cut 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/nkoreas-kim-warns-very-giant-struggle-next-year-boost-economy-2021-12-01/
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/east-asia/kim-jong-un-north-korea-economy-b1968311.html
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emissions in diesel fuel-based vehicles. 

A shortage risks ripple effects through a 

range of sectors. Most South Korean 

factories engaged in urea production shut 

down years ago as it was cheaper to 

import it from China. The shortage has 

highlighted the extent to which South 

Korea, a resource-poor, non-petroleum-

producing country, depends on imports 

to run its economy. It is expected that 

going ahead Seoul should consider 

seeking additional trade partners and 

would want to work towards producing 

more items domestically. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

Nikkei Asia, The New York Times 

 

Lithuania’s dispute with China 

escalates, approaches  EU 

 
(Image Source: Taipei Times) 

Tensions have escalated between 

Lithuania and China since the Baltic 

nation decided to have a Taiwanese 

representative office in its capital. 

Beijing had called this disrespectful to 

Chinese sovereignty and had recalled its 

ambassador from Lithuania, thus 

downgrading the diplomatic ties to the 

level of charge d’affaires. The dispute 

has escalated with China barring the 

exports from Lithuania, consisting of 

forestry and furniture goods, from 

entering into the country by holding it at 

ports. It was reported that Lithuania was 

deleted from China’s electronic customs 

declarations from December 1. China is 

a destination for less than 1 percent of 

Lithuania’s exports and a trade war 

would not have much effect on 

Lithuania’s economy. However, 

Lithuania’s foreign minister highlighted 

that it is unprecedented that one EU 

member state is being partially 

sanctioned by China. In response, 

Lithuania has approached the EU for 

help. Several news outlets have reported 

that the EU in response is set to unveil a 

powerful new trade weapon that could 

result in China and other countries 

accused of economic bullying being shut 

out of lucrative parts of the EU market. 

This ‘anti-coercion’ instrument will 

target states that try to intervene in the 

legitimate sovereign choices of the EU or 

one of the 27 member states. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

SCMP, BBC, FT 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Urea-shortage-threatens-to-paralyze-South-Korea-s-economy
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Urea-shortage-threatens-to-paralyze-South-Korea-s-economy
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3158696/eu-will-propose-new-trade-weapon-counter-chinas-economic-coercion
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59370521
https://www.ft.com/content/0ebaa7c7-761d-445e-b3e4-f5d2c9b4768f
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Foreign Policy & International 

Relations 

Shinzo Abe warns Xi over Taiwan, 

miffs Beijing 

 
(Image Source:  AP News) 

Addressing a virtual event by Taiwan’s 

Institute for National Policy Research, 

former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe warned of the serious security and 

economic consequences if Chinese 

military acts against Taiwan. He said that 

an armed invasion of Taiwan would be a 

grave danger to Japan, a Taiwan 

emergency is a Japanese emergency, and 

therefore an emergency for the Japan-US 

alliance. His statements attracted strong 

reaction from the Chinese foreign 

ministry who summoned Japan’s 

ambassador in Beijing for an emergency 

meeting, calling Abe’s remarks 

‘erroneous’, against the basic norms 

between China and Japan, and an open 

challenge to China’s sovereignty. Abe’s 

comments have received a lot of 

attention from around the globe, at a time 

when the global geopolitical situation is 

extremely tense over dual conflict 

scenarios between the western allies and 

Russia-China over Ukraine and Taiwan. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

Al Jazeera, FT, HT 

 

Joe Biden’s ‘Summit for Democracy’, 

excludes China and Russia, invites 

Taiwan 

 
(Image Source: FT) 

US president Joe Biden announced his 

plan for hosting the ‘Summit for 

Democracy’ on December 9-10, 2021. 

The summit brings together leaders from 

110 countries, with focus on challenges 

and opportunities facing democracies 

and will provide a platform for 

announcing commitments, reforms, and 

initiatives to defend democracy and 

human rights. The Biden administration 

has attracted criticism over the invitee 

list for its strategic errors. The list has 

excluded Hungary while inviting the EU 

and excluded Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 

while inviting Pakistan. The exclusion of 

China and Russia has also not been well-

received in Beijing and Moscow. Both 

have issued separate as well as joint 

declarations decrying the summit 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/2/china-summons-japanese-ambassador-over-abes-taiwan-comments
https://www.ft.com/content/f4140801-a688-4703-825d-236fab4818e1
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/abes-warning-to-china-over-taiwan-is-a-blunt-message-to-president-xi-101638427800893-amp.html


CNEAS 
Newsletter, Vol 01, Issue 02 
 

concept. Beijing has urged countries to 

not fall in the ‘democracy trap’ and that 

the summit will create dividing lines 

between countries. China has also moved 

plans to organize its own version of the 

concept and emphasized China’s system 

as ‘democracy that works’. The summit 

will also witness the participation of 

Taiwan. The inclusion of Taiwan. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

US Department of State, Reuters, Al 

Jazeera 

 

India-South Korea to strengthen 

strategic relations 

 

(Image Source: The Hindu) 

India and South Korea held their 

strategic dialogue in early December, led 

by India’s National Deputy Security 

Adviser- Pankaj Saran and South 

Korea’s Second Deputy Director of 

National Security-Kim Hyoung-zhin. 

The dialogue witnessed in-depth 

discussions to further the Special 

Strategic Partnership between India and 

South Korea. It focused on 

indigenisation, joint development, and 

joint production in the defense sector. 

The two sides identified several areas of 

cooperation like cyber security, 

information technology, maritime 

security, challenges and threats from 

terrorism and radicalization and the 

scope for taking ahead the partnerships 

in critical and high technologies. Both 

sides emphasized on strengthening 

synergies between India’s Act East 

Policy and Republic of Korea’s New 

Southern Policy. 

Divyanshu Jindal 

MEA, ET 

 

Lawmakers in Japan visit the 

controversial Yasukuni Shrine 

On 7th Dec 2021, about 100 Japanese 

lawmakers visited the controversial 

Yasukuni Shrine. This triggered 

strongly-worded protests from China and 

South Korea as this shrine 

commemorates Japan’s war dead – 

including some who were convicted of 

war crimes against China, Korea and 

other countries. Repeated official visits 

to the shrine are seen as Japan’s lack of 

remorse over its wartime past. In a 

statement of protest, the Foreign 

Ministry of South Korea stated that the 

shrine “beautifies Japan's colonial pillage 

and war of aggression. We are again 

strongly pointing out that the 

international community could trust 

https://www.state.gov/summit-for-democracy/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/biden-administration-invites-taiwan-its-summit-democracy-2021-11-24/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/7/china-claims-to-have-democracy-that-works-ahead-of-biden-summit
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/7/china-claims-to-have-democracy-that-works-ahead-of-biden-summit
http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/34596/Third+IndiaRepublic+of+Korea+Strategic+Dialogue
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/trade/exports/insights/from-india-to-south-korea-this-chemical-is-in-short-supply/articleshow/88135285.cms
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Japan when it faces up to history 

correctly and demonstrates its humble 

reflection of the past and sincere remorse 

through actions.” Beijing also reacted 

similarly. The Foreign Office 

spokesperson Zhao Lijian said that the 

choice of date (the anniversary of the 

attack on Pearl Harbor 80 years ago) for 

the visit was completely intentional. 

Notably, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida, who assumed office in October 

this year, has not paid an official visit to 

the shrine yet. 

Palak Maheshwari 

DW, Reuters 

 

4th China-Africa Local Government 

Cooperation conference 

 

(Image source: Global Times) 

On 16 November, the Chinese Premier 

Li Keqiang addressed the 4th China-

Africa Local Government Cooperation 

Forum via video link. The conference 

was attended by 300 political leaders 

from African countries and officials of 

local governments and relevant 

institutions from China, both online and 

offline. Global Times reported Li said, 

China and Africa should expand 

“pragmatic cooperation” to create a 

better future for Chinese and African 

people. He also declared that the China-

Africa friendship is unbreakable and 

China will aid African nations with 

vaccines and will work towards 

development. He further added, “China 

is willing to further align each other's 

development strategies, strengthen the 

exchange of experiences in urban 

governance, poverty eradication, social 

construction and agricultural 

modernization, and promote cooperation 

between friendly cities.” 

Sukanya Bali 

Xinhua 

 

Defence 

Japanese cabinet approves record 

defense budget; P.M Kishida calls for 

acquiring enemy base strike capability 

On 30th November, in a significant 

move, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida renewed his pledge to consider 

“all options,” including acquiring enemy 

base strike capability. In Japan, there is a 

considerable debate over the possibility 

of possessing the so-called enemy base 

strike capability as it contravenes Japan’s 

pacifist constitution. 

https://www.dw.com/en/japan-lawmakers-visit-controversial-yasukuni-shrine/a-60039249
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japan-lawmakers-visit-yasukuni-shrine-south-korea-protests-2021-12-07/
http://www.news.cn/english/2021-11/16/c_1310315002.htm
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However, Kishida seems unfazed by the 

opposing voice to such strategic moves. 

Speaking at his first troop review after 

taking office, the Prime Minister warned 

about the deteriorating security 

environment around Japan and that “the 

reality is severer than ever,” with China 

aggressively pursuing a military build-up 

backed by an equally assertive foreign 

policy in the region. He also talked about 

North Korea making advances in testing 

of ballistic missiles. Kishida vowed to 

create a stronger Japan Self-Defense 

Force to protect the country from the 

threat emanating from China and North 

Korea. To that effect, Kishida’s Cabinet 

has approved a record ￥770 billion 

(US$6.79 billion) request for an extra 

defense budget through March next year 

to expedite the purchase of missiles, anti-

submarine rockets and other weapons 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

South China Morning Post, Japan Times, 

Taipei Times 

 

South Korea develops early, real-time 

chemical agent detection 

South Korean state media reported on 

December 8 about the country’s 

development of a new technology that 

can detect chemical weapons at early and 

real time basis. Called Hyperspectral 

Imaging Stand-off Chemical Agent 

Detection System, the project was 

developed under Agency for Defense 

Development (ADD) since 2012. The 

technology is slated to allow the military 

to detect and monitor contaminant 

plumes in real time from a long distance. 

South Korean defense authorities intend 

to install the detection system on both 

manned and unmanned reconnaissance 

systems to ascertain lighter chemical 

agents 

According to South Korean authorities, 

the ADD also intends to develop 

technologies for the detection of 

biological weapons to help strengthen 

defense readiness against security 

threats, including those from terrorist 

groups. This will be done by applying 

the secured technology to the 

development of “weapons systems” for 

detecting chemical agents with a 

hyperspectral imaging infrared sensor. 

Anubhav s. Goswami 

Korea Herald, Korea Times 

 

China builds critical technology 

required to shape development of 

hypersonic weapons, equipment 

Designated the FL-64, China has made 

major calibration into its hypersonic 

aerodynamic wind tunnel to serve 

China's aerospace strategy and support 

the development of hypersonic weapons 

and equipment. The wind tunnel - built 

by the Aerodynamics Research Institute 

under the state-owned Aviation Industry 
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Corp of China (AVIC) - are crucial in 

aircraft development, since they are more 

accurate and efficient than computer 

simulations and model experiments, 

according to inputs provided by Fu 

Qianshao, a Chinese military aviation 

expert, to the Chinese mouthpiece Global 

Times. 

AVIC said that it is designed to simulate 

speeds from Mach 4 to 8 under a total 

temperature of 900 Kelvin (626.85 C) at 

a simulated flight altitude of 48,000 

meters. The wind tunnel can operate for 

more than 30 seconds. This will enable it 

to effectively test a hypersonic aircraft's 

capabilities including the separation and 

deployment of weapons from the aircraft. 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

Global Times, South China Morning 

Post 

 

Culture & Soft Power  

Korean is now the fastest-growing 

language in India: Duolingo report 

The popular language-learning platform 

Duolingo released its annual language 

report for the year 2021. The report 

indicated a wide shift in Indians’ 

language-learning patterns. Indians 

between the ages of 17 and 25 are more 

interested in learning Korean. Duolingo 

attributes this rise partially to the global 

popularity of South Korean show Squid 

Game in 2021. According to Duolingo, 

“at least 56% of the respondents who 

surveyed said that they were influenced 

to learn a new language by pop culture 

trendsetters including movies, OTT 

shows and web series.” English remains 

the most popular language being learnt 

on Duolingo in India, followed by Hindi, 

French, Spanish and Korean rounding off 

the top five. Hallyu (the global 

popularity of South Korean popular 

culture), which includes K-pop, K-

drama, K-beauty and K-food, remains a 

growing force in India. The widened 

interest during the pandemic may have 

also led to many people opting to learn 

Korean. 

Palak Maheshwari 

NDTV, Indian Express 

 

COVID-19 

China confident of tackling Omicron 

with existing Chinese vaccines: Top 

Chinese health body 

The Chinese Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) claims that China-

developed vaccines remain effective 

against the new mutated variant 

Omicron. However, official sources have 

added that to better cope with this new 

variant, China has started preparing 

technological reserve in vaccine 

development. 

CDC is confident that China's existing 

COVID-19 responding strategy is 

https://gadgets.ndtv.com/apps/news/duolingo-korean-fastest-growing-language-english-hindi-report-2645732
https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/influenced-by-pop-culture-and-squid-games-korean-is-the-fastest-growing-language-in-india-report-7660821/
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sufficient for tackling the new Omicron 

variant as under this strategy China will 

continue to conduct detailed surveys on 

epidemiological studies and gene testing. 

China’s National Health Commission 

(NHC) has also previously said that the 

new variant does not affect the 

sensitivity of China's mainstream nucleic 

acid testing kits. Officials claim that 

major domestic nucleic acid test kits can 

cope with the arrival of Omicron as its 

mutation is mainly “concentrated on the 

neutralizing antigen spike protein while 

the major nucleic acid detection reagents 

in China are designed for ORF/ab gene 

and N gene”. 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

Global Times 

 

South Korea on alert, Covid cases 

rising as nation surpasses grim 

milestone of 500,000  

South Korea is witnessing new 

coronavirus cases above 7,000 for the 

third consecutive day since 9th 

December. Its caseload outweighed the 

dreadful milestone of 500,000 as the 

coronavirus continued to spread among 

the unvaccinated and older adults with 

dwindling immunity. 

It is reported that the rate of hospital 

beds in use for serious patients in the 

Seoul capital area stood at 83.9 per cent 

as of 5 p.m. on December 12. Further, 

the national figure was recorded at 79 

per cent while the death toll hit a daily 

high of 80. The government reintroduced 

stricter social distancing rules on 

Monday to contain the rapid spread of 

COVID-19 and the Omicron variant. 

Under the new measures, which will 

remain in force until January 2 of the 

next year, private gatherings are 

restricted to six people in the greater 

Seoul region while eight in the rest of the 

country. An increased number of 

business establishments now require 

visitors to be fully vaccinated or to show 

at least a negative COVID-19 test result. 

The newest additions to the "vaccine 

pass system" include restaurants, coffee 

shops, cram schools and internet cafes. 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

Korea Times 

 

Human Rights 

Peng Shuai allegation of sexual assault 

on former Chinese Vice Premier 

 

(Image Source: BBC) 

On 15 November, the Women’s Tennis 

Association called on China to 
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investigate allegations of sexual assault 

against former Chinese Vice Premier. 

The remarks were made by Peng Shuai, 

former top-ranked doubles player in 

China through a social media post. The 

WTA said in a statement that it seeks a 

“full, fair and transparent investigation 

into sexual assault allegations” against 

the leader. The chairman and CEO of 

WTA expressed concern over the matter; 

and called for “utmost seriousness” on 

the issue. In response to the aegation on 

23 November, China’s Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Zhao Lijian called the 

entire series of events a “maliciously 

hyped up” controversy that shouldn't be 

fed. 

The Peng Shuai case holds great 

importance . First, it is the first #MeToo 

case came to light from China, which 

encompasses abuse of power and 

position. Second, it speaks volumes 

about the political dominance in the life 

of sportspersons and how they are treated 

and neglected worldwide. 

Sukanya Bali 

Reuters 

 

https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/wta-calls-investigation-into-peng-sexual-assault-allegations-2021-11-14/

