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Abstract  

 

As Xi Jinping secures “historic” third term as China’s leader many geopolitical analysts and 

researchers have voiced out their concerns about the ripple effects of the repressive laws under his 

leadership. One of the concerning aspects raised by the human rights organisations and the World 

Uyghur Congress is the further deterioration of the inhumane treatment of ethnic minorities of the 

western part of China, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). This report dwells on the 

attempts made by the Chinese government to assimilate these Muslim ethnic minorities into the 

Chinese population by destroying their cultures, attempts to erase their population by sterilising 

Uyghur women and ideological training of the ethnic Muslim minorities. This paper is a brief report 

on the history of these minorities and the discrimination they face till today, the response of the 

Chinese government to the allegations and the global response to the human rights violations in the 

region. The report is an attempt to examine the developments in the region that happened over period 

of time, with the help of evidence from a wide range of sources, including UN reports, Australian 

Strategic Policy Institution, World Uyghur Congress, the Guardian, The New York Times, Aljazeera, 

BBC and Reuters in order to demonstrate the inhumane treatment of Uyghur and other ethnic Muslim 

minorities by the Chinese government.1 

 

Introduction  

 

The Chinese government has arbitrarily detained more than one million ethnic minority Uyghur 

Muslims in reeducation camps since 2017. About eleven million Uyghur Muslims live in the north 

western region of China’s Xinjiang. The Chinese government has been accused of involuntary 

sterilisations, forced labour and other human rights violations. Although the Chinese government has 

repeatedly denied all the allegations, the United States, United Kingdom and several other countries 

accuses China of committing a genocide in Xinjiang. A series of police files obtained by the BBC in 

2022 has revealed details of China's use of these reeducation camps and described the routine use of 

armed officers and the existence of a shoot-to-kill policy for those trying to escape.2 These 

reeducation camps have been accused of torturing the ethnic minorities and many victims who 

escaped these camps, accused them of forced sterilisations and state-funded rapes against Uyghur 

women. In late 2019, the New York Times and an international consortium of investigative journalists 

published leaked documents of the treatment of these ethnic minorities which contradict the Chinese 

government’s description of these camps as centres that provide “residential vocational training” with 

free meals.3 

 

 
1 The readers are encouraged to read the citations that accompany this report.  
2‘ Who are the Uyghurs and why is China being accused of genocide?’ by BBC.  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037 
3 ‘The leaked documents’ by The Xinjiang data project. 
https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/explainers/the-leaked-documents/  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037
https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/explainers/the-leaked-documents/
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Who are the Uyghurs? 

 

Uyghurs are Turkic speaking Muslim minority group who reside in what the Chinese government 

calls the Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous region. Currently they comprise around 45% of the population 

in the region, based on Chinese government statistics. But historically, Uyghurs comprised of around 

80% percent of the population and Han Chinese4 constituted only 5%. Reflecting upon how and why 

they’ve become minorities in their own historic land, Gardner Bovingdon (2004) writes “…nation 

building concerns led to the policies such as forced Han migration and language reforms…the 

ultimate aim was assimilation”.5 Historically they were geographically and culturally part of Central 

Asia, they had an opportunity to establish a sovereign state in the 19th century and again in the 1930’s 

and 1940’s, but the attempts were failed.6 Now they are part of People’s Republic of China and 

Xinjiang is a strategically important region for China.   

 

History of discrimination 

 

For decades, Chinese officials forcibly assimilated the minority Muslim community through 

prohibitions on the expression of Uyghur religion and culture and the destruction of their historical 

sites. In the early 1990’s anti-Han movements rose in the region.7 In 2009, around 200 people died in 

the clashes, which the Chinese blamed on the Uyghurs who wanted a separate state, East Turkistan. 

Since then, an increase in security and restrictions were seen in Xinjiang. President Xi Jinping issued 

an order in 2017 saying all religions should be Chinese oriented, since then massive crackdowns 

against minority Muslims have been witnessed. Over a period of time, the Chinese government has 

started providing significant economic incentives to the majority ethnic Han’s to settle in Xinjiang”, 

 
4 Ethnic group that is native to China, they make up around 92% of the Chinese population and are China’s 
ethnic majority. 
5 ‘China, Xinjiang and Central Asia edited by Colin mackerels and Michal Clarke’, pg no 3, published in 
Routledge contemporary China series.  
6  ‘Yearning for a republic erased from the map’, pg no 2, by World Uyghur Congress. 
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/uyghur_history.pdf  
7 Background: a history of discrimination by USHMM. 
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/November_2021_Uyghur_Report.pdf 

https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/uyghur_history.pdf
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including land and jobs, subsidised housing, free medical care and education, and lump sum 

payments.8 

 

Chinese government crackdown 

 

The Chinese government’s campaign against the Uyghur Muslims is one of the biggest identity based 

persecution that the world has witnessed in the last few decades. The core strategies of this include 

mass detention, surveillance, enforced sterilisations, forced labour and assimilation.9 According to the 

U.S. government officials and other international researchers and journalists, an estimated eight 

hundred thousand to two million Uyghurs and other minority ethnic Muslims that include ethnic 

Kazakhs and Uzbeks, have been detained against their will since 2017 by Chinese officials in 

Xinjiang.10 The Chinese government calls these camps as the “reeducation camps”, the leading human 

rights groups have published reports accusing China of crimes against humanity. Uyghur activists say 

they fear that the group's culture is under threat of erasure.11 Reuters journalists, observing satellite 

imagery found that around thirty-nine of camps almost tripled their size between April 2017 and 

August 2018.12 In late 2019, the Chinese officials had declared that the “trainees” had “graduated” 

from these reeducation camps. But Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s researchers have identified 

and mapped more than 380 suspected detention facilities contradicting the Chinese officials’ claims.13 

 

What happened inside these camps? – ‘State Funded Human Rights Violations’ 

 

The genocide that is happening in Xinjiang’s reeducation camps can be considered as one of the 

largest mass internment of an ethnic religious minority group since the Jews in Nazi Germany. China 

has utilised mass surveillance and repressive policies to turn Xinjiang into a high-tech police state.14 

Everyday chores are monitored by the Chinese officials. The Chinese government has gradually 

stripped away the religious freedom of these ethnic minorities and to be quite honest they have 

stripped away any freedom for that matter away from these ethnic minorities. 

 

Uyghurs who are detained in these camps are required and are often forced against their will to recite 

songs and phrases that praise “the great Chinese communist party”, they are forced to recite songs that 

says “Xi Jinping is a great leader. Long live President Xi Jinping”. According to reports, not adhering 

to these rules and failure to quickly learn these songs would often lead to food deprivation. Physical 

abuse was reported during these “brainwashing” lectures.15 Another recent investigation shows that 

 
8 Nathan Ruser and James Leibold, “Family de-planning: The coercive campaign to drive down indigenous birth-
rates in Xinjiang,” Australian Strategic Policy Institute, May 12, 2021, 18,  
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ad-aspi/2021-05/Family%20deplanning%20v2.pdf?IO4rxtbW_U 
p5C6usSJ4EpMFHm6khL7uF. 
9 ‘Chinese persecution of the Uyghurs’ by United States holocaust memorial museum. 
https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/countries/china/case-study/current-risks/chinese-persecution-
of-the-uyghurs  
10 ‘Testimony of deputy Assistant Secretary Scott Busby Senate Foreign Relations Committee Subcommittee On 
East Asia, The Pacific, And International Cybersecurity Policy, December 4, 2018’ 

https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf 
11 ‘Who are Uyghurs and why is China being accused of genocide? By BBC. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037  
12 Reuters.com 
13 Documenting xinjiang’s detention system by Nathan Ruser ASPI. 
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-
system.cleaned.pdf  
14 ‘Concentration camps and forced labour: china’s repression of the Uyghurs, explained.’ By vox. 

https://www.vox.com/2020/7/28/21333345/uighurs-china-internment-camps-forced-labor-xinjiang 
15 Testimony of deputy assistant secretary Scott busby …..subcommittee on east Asia, the pacific, and 
international cybersecurity policy, December 4, 2028. 
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf  

https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/countries/china/case-study/current-risks/chinese-persecution-of-the-uyghurs
https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/countries/china/case-study/current-risks/chinese-persecution-of-the-uyghurs
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-system.cleaned.pdf
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-system.cleaned.pdf
https://www.vox.com/2020/7/28/21333345/uighurs-china-internment-camps-forced-labor-xinjiang
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf
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Chinese government is sterilising Uyghur and other minority women as part of a draconian campaign 

to sweep the entire Muslim population and even encourage Han majority to have more children,16 

experts are calling it as a form of “demographic genocide”. 

 

 

Many victims who went through this traumatic experience, who fled China and are currently living in 

exile. They reported that Uyghur Muslim women have been systematically raped and were sexually 

abused. Tursunay Ziawudun one of the victims, who spent nine months inside china’s network of 

internment camps in an interview to the BBC says, “perhaps this the most unforgettable scar on me 

forever…”.17  This statement by the victim is more than enough to understand how bad the situation is 

and it clearly shows that Chinese government is violating and denying basic human rights of these 

ethnic minorities. Many countries including the United States, United Kingdom and Australia have 

expressed their “deepest concerns” and said they are deeply disturbed, following the reports of 

systematic rapes of women detained in these internment camps. They have further imposed sanctions 

not so willingly but under the pressure by the human rights organisations and feminist groups.18  

 

Children of the “trainees” were taken away by the Chinese authorities and admitted into residential 

schools that are operated by the Chinese government. According to the Vice news documentary 

(2019), international researchers and journalists started believing the allegations made by the victims 

who fled China, that the younger generations of Uyghur Muslims are being subject to ‘ideological 

training’.19 China is on to erasing the vibrant history of the ethnic minorities, their language, culture 

and institutions. China being a communist country and very opaque, people do not have an 

opportunity to fight for their rights and raise voice against this oppression, international community 

with help of ethnic minorities who exiled China should step up and be voice to this community. 

 

Xinjiang is the world’s fifth largest cotton supplier. The report which is released by the Centre for 

Global Policy revealed that more than half a million Uyghur people and other ethnic minority groups, 

 
16 “China cuts Uighur births with IUDs, abortion, sterilisations”, by the associated press. 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwii7Y2W7477AhU_UGw
GHUNnBpYQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fap-top-news-international-news-
weekend-reads-china-health-269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c&usg=AOvVaw3uh4Wfx4TPPmSrGmyj6-22 
17 ‘Their goal is to destroy everyone’: Uighur camp detainees allege systematic rape, by Matthew hill, David 
campanile and Joel Gunter BBC. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55794071  
18 ‘US deeply disturbed by the reports of systematic rapes in china’s Xinjiang camps’ by Helen Davidson.  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/04/us-is-deeply-disturbed-by-reports-of-systematic-in-chinas-
uighurxinjiang-camps  
19 China’s vanishing Muslims. 
https://youtu.be/v7AYyUqrMuQ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwii7Y2W7477AhU_UGwGHUNnBpYQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fap-top-news-international-news-weekend-reads-china-health-269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c&usg=AOvVaw3uh4Wfx4TPPmSrGmyj6-22
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwii7Y2W7477AhU_UGwGHUNnBpYQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fap-top-news-international-news-weekend-reads-china-health-269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c&usg=AOvVaw3uh4Wfx4TPPmSrGmyj6-22
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwii7Y2W7477AhU_UGwGHUNnBpYQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fap-top-news-international-news-weekend-reads-china-health-269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c&usg=AOvVaw3uh4Wfx4TPPmSrGmyj6-22
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55794071
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/04/us-is-deeply-disturbed-by-reports-of-systematic-in-chinas-uighurxinjiang-camps
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/04/us-is-deeply-disturbed-by-reports-of-systematic-in-chinas-uighurxinjiang-camps
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have been coerced into picking cotton.20 The Chinese authorities allegedly were using “labour transfer 

programs” which according to them are part of poverty alleviation campaigns, but the growing 

evidence is contradictory to the Chinese government’s explanations. In his report to the UN General 

Assembly, Tomoya Obokata, the special reporter on contemporary forms of slavery, said it was 

“reasonable to conclude” that forced labour was taking place in China’s Xinjiang.21 

 

In March 2020, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) had published a report titled “Uyghurs 

for sale: ‘Re-education’, forced labour and surveillance beyond Xinjiang”. According to this report 

the researchers of ASPI have identified 83 foreign and Chinese companies who are allegedly 

benefiting from the exploitation of Uyghur workers outside Xinjiang through the abusive labour 

transfer programs,22 under a central government policy known as ‘Xinjiang aid’. This report 

estimates that around 80,000 Uyghurs were transferred out of Xinjiang and were made to work in 

factories against their will between 2017 and 2019.23 They are working in factories that are part of the 

supply chains of at least 82 well-known global brands like Nike, Adidas, Apple, Gap, BMW, 

Samsung, Zara, Uniqlo, H&M, Sony and Volkswagen. These minorities are allegedly subjected to 

intimidation and threats, intense surveillance, restriction on freedom of movement, isolation, abusive 

work conditions, excessive work hours and ideological training.24 The inhumane treatment of the 

ethnic minorities is in breach of the international law and the Chinese constitution itself, which 

prohibits discrimination on the basis of ethnicity or religious beliefs.  

 

The report published in November 2018  by U.S. think-tank, the Jamestown Foundation, analysed 

Chinese government budget data and found out that their spending on security-related construction in 

Xinjiang drastically increased from 2017 to 2018 by nearly 20 billion yuan ($2.90 billion), or 213 

percent.25 It is believed by international journalists, researchers and activists that a large amount of 

money was spent on the construction and maintenance of these internment camps where ethnic 

minorities are tortured and subjected to ideological training and brainwash sessions.  

 

Chinese government’s response to the allegations 

 

After the news of boarding education in Xinjiang flared, Chinese government initially did not give 

any response. In October 2018, following the UN statement that one million Uyghurs were being 

detained by the authorities in Xinjiang, the Chinese delegation to the United Nations fully denied the 

allegations. The foreign minister further denied existence of reeducation camps and stated that “anti-

 
20 ‘Xinjiang: more than half a million forced to pick cotton, report suggests’ by Helen Davidson 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/xinjiang-china-more-than-half-a-million-forced-to-pick-
cotton-report-finds  
21 ‘Reasonable to conclude’ forced labour in China : UN expert’ by aljazeera  
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/8/18/forced-labour-claims-in-chinas-xinjiang-reasonable-un-
expert#:~:text=Special%20rapporteur%20on%20slavery%20says,to%20%E2%80%9Ccrime%20against%20huma
nity%E2%80%9D.&text=Allegations%20that%20China%20is%20overseeing,expert%20on%20slavery%20has%2
0found.  
22 “China: 83 major brands implicated in report…includes company responses” by business and human rights 
resource centre  
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-83-major-brands-implicated-in-report-on-
forced-labour-of-ethnic-minorities-from-xinjiang-assigned-to-factories-across-provinces-includes-company-
responses/ 
23 “Uyghurs for sale” by ASPI 
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale  
24 “Uyghurs for sale” 
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale#  
25 “Security spending soars in china’s troubled Xinjiang region: report” by Reuters  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-xinjiang-idUSKCN1NB0AT  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/xinjiang-china-more-than-half-a-million-forced-to-pick-cotton-report-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/xinjiang-china-more-than-half-a-million-forced-to-pick-cotton-report-finds
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/8/18/forced-labour-claims-in-chinas-xinjiang-reasonable-un-expert#:~:text=Special%20rapporteur%20on%20slavery%20says,to%20%E2%80%9Ccrime%20against%20humanity%E2%80%9D.&text=Allegations%20that%20China%20is%20overseeing,expert%20on%20slavery%20has%20found
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/8/18/forced-labour-claims-in-chinas-xinjiang-reasonable-un-expert#:~:text=Special%20rapporteur%20on%20slavery%20says,to%20%E2%80%9Ccrime%20against%20humanity%E2%80%9D.&text=Allegations%20that%20China%20is%20overseeing,expert%20on%20slavery%20has%20found
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/8/18/forced-labour-claims-in-chinas-xinjiang-reasonable-un-expert#:~:text=Special%20rapporteur%20on%20slavery%20says,to%20%E2%80%9Ccrime%20against%20humanity%E2%80%9D.&text=Allegations%20that%20China%20is%20overseeing,expert%20on%20slavery%20has%20found
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/8/18/forced-labour-claims-in-chinas-xinjiang-reasonable-un-expert#:~:text=Special%20rapporteur%20on%20slavery%20says,to%20%E2%80%9Ccrime%20against%20humanity%E2%80%9D.&text=Allegations%20that%20China%20is%20overseeing,expert%20on%20slavery%20has%20found
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-83-major-brands-implicated-in-report-on-forced-labour-of-ethnic-minorities-from-xinjiang-assigned-to-factories-across-provinces-includes-company-responses/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-83-major-brands-implicated-in-report-on-forced-labour-of-ethnic-minorities-from-xinjiang-assigned-to-factories-across-provinces-includes-company-responses/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-83-major-brands-implicated-in-report-on-forced-labour-of-ethnic-minorities-from-xinjiang-assigned-to-factories-across-provinces-includes-company-responses/
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-xinjiang-idUSKCN1NB0AT
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terrorism policy does not target any specific religious group or ethnic groups”.26 Due to the mounting 

evidence of the existence of the detention camps and international pressure, the Chinese authorities 

have asserted that these camps are “vocational education centres” that were started to help people in 

Xinjiang learn job skills and the Chinese language, blanketing over the fact that renowned Uyghur 

intellectuals are detained in there.27 

 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights had released a report in 2019 

which stated that, “China may amount to crimes against humanity”.28 The report also said that 

serious human rights violations have been committed in the north western part of China, Xinjiang in 

the name of “counter-terrorism” and “counter-extremism” strategies by the Chinese government.29 

The Chinese government as always denied the report and called it ‘a patchwork of disinformation, 

political tool for US, some western sources’.30 China being China has described the UN report as a 

“farce” and sent a 131 page response document that validates their actions in Xinjiang.31 The state run 

newspaper ‘global times’ has recently released a report after a so-called “investigation” about what is 

behind the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Xinjiang report.32 The 

report further narrates that the true report on the human rights situation in Xinjiang is given by the 

Xinjiang local government.33 The credibility of the report is questionable as it is given by the 

perpetrator, the Chinese government itself. The Chinese foreign minister, Wang Wenbin, denied all 

the allegations on exploiting Uyghurs and other ethnic Muslim minorities, he also denied the 

allegations of the use of ‘forced labour’ in factories and for cotton picking. In his press conference to 

the media, he said, “We protect the equal right of workers from all ethnic groups to seek employment, 

to participate in economic and social life, and to share the dividends of socioeconomic progress. 

Some forces manipulate Xinjiang-related issues and fabricated the disinformation on 'forced labor' in 

Xinjiang”.34 

 

In late 2019, the Chinese officials had announced that the “trainees” had “graduated” from these 

reeducation camps which was in contradiction to the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) 

researchers who were actively involved in research related to Xinjiang and Uyghurs. They have 

identified and mapped more than 380 suspected detention facilities.35 The Chinese government 

 
26 Xinjiang documentation project by the university of British Columbia 
https://xinjiang.sppga.ubc.ca/timelines/prc-response-human-rights-violation/ 
27 Testimony of deputy assistant secretary Scott busby….subcommittee on east Asia, the pacific, and 
international cybersecurity policy, December 4, 2018.  
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf  
28 OHCHR Assessment of human rights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, People’s Republic 
of China. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf 
29 OHCHR Assessment of human rights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, People’s Republic 
of China. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf 
30 China denounces OHCHR report on Xinjiang  by global times  
 https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274387.shtml  
31 “UN, China present opposed reports on Uighurs in Xinjiang by Aljazeera  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/1/un-china-present-diametrically-opposed-views-on-
xinjiang#:~:text=China%20has%20described%20the%20UN,their%20views%20of%20the%20situation.  
32 China denounces OHCHR report on Xinjiang by global times.  
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274387.shtml 
33 China denounces OHCHR report on Xinjiang by global times 
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274387.shtml 
34 Reasonable to conclude forced labour in China by Aljazeera.  
http://www.aljazeera.com 
35 ‘Documenting xinjiang’s detention system by Nathan Ruser ASPI’. 
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-
system.cleaned.pdf  

https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/120418_Busby_Testimony.pdf
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202209/1274387.shtml
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/1/un-china-present-diametrically-opposed-views-on-xinjiang#:~:text=China%20has%20described%20the%20UN,their%20views%20of%20the%20situation
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/1/un-china-present-diametrically-opposed-views-on-xinjiang#:~:text=China%20has%20described%20the%20UN,their%20views%20of%20the%20situation
http://www.aljazeera.com/
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-system.cleaned.pdf
https://cdn.xjdp.aspi.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/25125443/documenting-xinjiangs-detention-system.cleaned.pdf
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responded by saying that ASPI is anti-China and a political tool for western forces.36 The usage of the 

term ‘anti-China’ is not new to Chinese government, any foreign reports or news that doesn’t resonate 

with the communist party views are often termed as ‘anti-China forces’ by the government. The 

Chinese government still maintains the denial of any wrongdoings.  

 

Global response 

 

In the beginning, China had denied the existence of all the camps. But as numerous reports of the 

testimonies of victims, satellite images of the camps released by researchers and the coverage of this 

issue by journalists across the globe began, the international community began to call out China about 

the inhumane treatment of Uyghur and other ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.  

 

The Chinese government with the help of like minded countries that doesn’t like people going against 

their views, like Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United Arab Emirates is hunting down the Uyghurs 

abroad who are living in exile. According to the Woodrow Wilson centre’s Kissinger institute on 

China and the United States, more than 5,500 Uyghurs outside China have been targeted by the 

Chinese authorities and more than 1500 people have been forced to return back to China. Reports 

suggest that once they got back to China they were detained.37 

 

In 2019, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights published a report 

which stated, “Serious human rights violations have been committed in XUAR in the context of the 

government’s application of counter-terrorism and counter-“extremism” strategies”.38 In the recent 

past, a UN human rights report published in August 2022 stated that China has committed some 

“serious human rights violations”.39 After all the grave violations of international human rights laws 

and most importantly repression of religious ethnic minorities and forceful assimilation of these ethnic 

minorities into the Chinese society, by destroying their cultural roots and a clear attempt of sweeping 

the entire population by sterilising women, the UN human rights report did not use the well-fitted 

term “genocide”.  

 

Concerns about widespread human rights abuses and crimes against humanity, including forced labor, 

in Xinjiang, China emerged in recent years.40 The US has imposed sanctions and seized considerable 

imports. The items that are blocked by the United States include cotton, hair products and electronics 

from five specific manufacturers located in Xinjiang.41 The US government has increasingly used 

sanctions, but it looks like the economic might of Beijing is defending its actions against Uyghurs and 

other ethnic Muslim minorities.  

 

In October 2022, the West led motion at the United Nations, to hold a debate about the human rights 

abuses by China against Uyghurs and other ethnic Muslim ministries in Xinjiang, was rejected by 

some of the Muslim majority countries, namely Qatar, Indonesia, the United Arab Emirates and 

 
36 ‘Concentration camps and forced labour explained by vox news’. 

https://www.vox.com/2020/7/28/21333345/uighurs-china-internment-camps-forced-labor-xinjiang 
37 China is hunting Uyghurs around the world, with help from some surprising countries.  
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/chinese-government-hunting-uyghurs-world-help-surprising-
countries-rcna24987  
38 OHCHR assessment of human rights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous region, people’s republic of 
China  
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf  
39 China responsible for ‘serious human rights violations’ in Xinjiang province: UN human rights report. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1125932  
40 Combating human rights abuses in Xinjiang by Amy k. Lehr and mariefaye bechrakis  
https://www.csis.org/features/combatting-human-rights-abuses-xinjiang  
41 Xinjiang: US to block Chinese ‘forced labour’ products as EU warns in trade. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/15/xinjiang-us-to-block-chinese-forced-labour-products-as-eu-
warns-on-trade  

https://www.vox.com/2020/7/28/21333345/uighurs-china-internment-camps-forced-labor-xinjiang
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/chinese-government-hunting-uyghurs-world-help-surprising-countries-rcna24987
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/chinese-government-hunting-uyghurs-world-help-surprising-countries-rcna24987
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1125932
https://www.csis.org/features/combatting-human-rights-abuses-xinjiang
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/15/xinjiang-us-to-block-chinese-forced-labour-products-as-eu-warns-on-trade
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/15/xinjiang-us-to-block-chinese-forced-labour-products-as-eu-warns-on-trade
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Pakistan, pre-emptying the motion.42 19 votes were polled against the motion, 17 for and 11 

abstentions. India was among the countries who had abstained the motion.  

 

Conclusion of the report 

 

As I understood more and more about the plight of these ethnic minorities I’m raged by the fact that 

it’s happening in this century old modernity and industrialisation, governments across world and civil 

societies are overwhelmed by the feeling of sheer helplessness. Ideally, government exists to protect 

the rights of people. Following one’s religion and adherence to the cultural aspects should not be 

grounds to be subjected to persecution. But on the contrary, People’s Republic of China is repressing 

its ethnic Muslim minorities which could be considered as a “genocide”. The country in general is 

subjected to high tech surveillance and micromanaging. There were numerous instances where 

Chinese citizens were detained if they went against the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The 

international community should constantly build pressure on China, which cares about its global 

reputation and has an ambition of becoming a global power. States should further refrain from 

returning Uyghurs back to China and give them “refugee” status or provide them necessary 

humanitarian assistance. As civil society we can donate and supper the Uyghur congress that’s 

constantly working for the rights of these ethnic minorities. Sadly, in the century of trade and 

business, governments across world are not taking proper action against China as its largest trading 

partner of these countries. As global citizens we should always build up pressure on our governments 

to raise issues related to human rights violations in the international forums and be part of the change. 

China being an opaque and stringent, it is not quite practical for Chinese nationals to protest in the 

communist country, it’s us who can be voice to these voiceless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
42 Qatar, Indonesia, UAE, Pakistan vote against UN debate on china’s oppression of Uyghurs. 
https://www.wionews.com/world/un-rights-body-turns-down-debate-on-chinas-treatment-of-uyghur-muslims-
523188  

https://www.wionews.com/world/un-rights-body-turns-down-debate-on-chinas-treatment-of-uyghur-muslims-523188
https://www.wionews.com/world/un-rights-body-turns-down-debate-on-chinas-treatment-of-uyghur-muslims-523188

