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About CNEAS  

The 21st century, oft referred to as the 

Asian century in international politics 

is so called owing to the rise of 

powerful economies from what was 

once seen as the ‘Orient’. Countries in 

Northeast Asia, be it the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC), Japan, 

Republic of China (ROC)/ Taiwan, 

South Korea or North Korea exert 

myriad types of influences on the 

international system. The various 

types of relationships among the 

countries of the Northeast Asian 

region also impact international 

politics as these range from conflicts 

over disputed islands, espionage, 

perceived historical injustices such as 

the Nanjing massacre to rising 

volumes of trades in the region to 

potential nuclear crises to balancing 

between acts of cooperation and 

conflict. 

 

The history, culture, society and 

politics, all of which are different from 

that of the Western world become 

interesting aspects of study as all of 

this impact the posturing of the 

countries of the region in their 

respective foreign policies. Given the 

fact that India has active conflicts as 

well as partnerships with countries of 

the region, a better understanding of 

Northeast Asia from the lenses of 

security to economics to diplomacy to 

culture becomes pertinent. 

The Center for Northeast Asian 

Studies looks at the countries of the 

region with fine lenses to offer 

understandings beyond what is 

provided by Western literature and 

theories of international politics. Tools 

such as track 2 discussions, seminars, 

lectures, primary research, historical 

and archival studies, along with a 

reliance on the languages of the region 

are used to understand international 

relations. 

 

About the Newsletter 

The newsletter encompasses of six silos 

covering the issues under Economic & 

Trade, Foreign Policy & International 

Relations, Defence, Culture & Soft 

Power, Climate Change, Covid-19, 

Human Rights and Science & 

Technology  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economic & Trade 

 

IMF official to be South Korea’s new 

central bank chief  

 

On 23 March, South Korea nominated Rhee 

Chang-yong as the new chief of the Bank of 

Korea. Rhee is currently heading the Asia-

Pacific Department at the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). The country is facing 

an acute surge in prices, driven by supply 

chain disruptions and the war in Ukraine. 

Rhee is preceded by Lee Ju-yeol, whose 8-

year term ends on March 31. Before joining 

the IMF in 2014, Rhee served as chief 

economist at the Asian Development Bank 

and a Sherpa for the country’s G-20 

Presidential Committee when South Korea 

hosted the group’s summit in 2010. This 

change in bank governor comes at a time of 

wider transition in the country. Conservative 

President-elect Yoon Suk-yeol is set to 

assume in May, replacing outgoing President 

Moon Jae-in.  

 

Palak Maheshwari 

Al Jazeera 

 

Chinese court freeze USD 101 million 

worth assets   

 

 
Source: Reuters 

 

On 16 February, a Chinese court ordered the 

freezing of USD 101 million worth of assets 

held by a subsidiary of China Evergrande 

Group, after the state-owned Shanghai 

Construction sued the Evergrande unit in 

December. The Guangzhou Intermediate 

People's Court ruled that the assets to be 

frozen will include bank deposits and real 

estate. Reuters reported, Hui Ka Yan, 

Evergrande chairperson told “in an internal 

meeting earlier this month the firm aimed to 

fully restore construction work across China 

in Feb, compared with 93.2% at the end of 

last year, with a goal of delivering 600,000 

apartments in 2022.” He further added, the 

firm needs to restore its construction projects 

and sales without selling off its assets 

cheaply.   

 

Sukanya Bali  

Reuters  

  

Foreign Policy & International Relations 

 

Japan’s response to the crisis in Ukraine; 

Russia halts WW2 peace talks  

 

On 21 March, Russia declared it was ending 

formal talks with Japan aimed at signing a 

post-WW2 peace treaty. This came after 

Tokyo reacted severely toward Russia, after 

its invaded Ukraine. Japan has imposed 

sanctions on Moscow and has announced that 

it will revoke Russia’s most favored nation 

(MFN) status. The two nations have been 

trying to reach an agreement for years to 

resolve a disputed chain of islands off Japan’s 

northern island of Hokkaido, known in 

Russia as the Kurils and the Northern 

Territories in Japan. Russia, under the banner 

of the Soviet Union, gained control of the 

islands after the end of World War II. Russian 

Foreign Ministry said: "The Russian side, in 

the current conditions, does not intend to 

continue talks with Japan on the peace 

treaty.” 

 

Palak Maheshwari  

 The Hindu  

https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/3/23/south-korea-picks-imf-official-as-new-central-bank-chief
https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/china-courts-freeze-157-mln-evergrande-assets-over-missed-construction-payments-2022-02-16/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/russia-drops-peace-talks-with-japan-over-ukraine/article65247111.ece


 

EU pressures China over its stance on 

Russia's war in Ukraine  

 

The European Union and China conducted 

their first summit in two years. Brussels 

asked Beijing for assurances that it would 

neither provide Russia with armaments nor 

assist Moscow in dodging Western sanctions 

imposed in response to its full-scale invasion 

of Ukraine. In unusually candid language, the 

EU officials close to Friday's summit 

preparations said any assistance offered to 

Russia would harm China's international 

standing and jeopardize relations with its two 

most important trading partners, Europe, and 

the US. Another pointed out that more than a 

quarter of China's worldwide commerce was 

with the EU and the US last year, compared 

to only 2.4 per cent with Russia. "Do we 

prolong this war, or do we work together to 

end this war? That is the essential question 

for the summit," the official said. China is 

worried that European countries are taking 

"harder-line foreign policy cues" from the 

US. Due to this, China asked the EU to 

"exclude external interference" from its 

relations with China.  

 

Harsheen Kaur Sahni   

Aljazeera  

 

Japan and Turkey condemn Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine  

 

On 19 March, Japan’s Foreign Minister, 

Yoshimasa Hayashi met his Turkish 

counterpart, Mevlut Cavusoglu. Both leaders 

condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

They view this aggression as a violation of 

International Law and agreed to closely 

cooperate with each other to maintain 

international order. Further they have also 

asserted the need of coordination on the 

procedure to reform United Nations – in the 

context that Russia’s veto in United Nations 

Security Council on the resolution on 

Ukraine, has essentially made the global 

body highly ineffective. In the joint press 

conference, Hayashi said, “it is important that 

the international community respond to 

Russia in unison.”  He also expressed his 

“deep gratitude and respect” to Turkey for its 

mediation efforts to mediate between Russia 

and Ukraine while maintaining its relations 

with both the countries.  

 

Yukti Panwar  

 Nikkei Asia  

 

After the Taliban’s U-turn on girls 

attending schools, the US, China, Russia, 

and Pakistan to hold talks  

 

According to Chinese Foreign Ministry and 

the State Department, Tom West, the special 

envoy of Afghanistan for the U.S. will meet 

his Chinese, Russian and Pakistani 

counterparts in China, to discuss issues in 

Afghanistan. The Chinese Foreign Min, Yue 

Xiaoyong, China’s special envoy for 

Afghanistan will host the meeting. These 

talks not only come in the backdrop of 

ongoing humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 

and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Another 

major trigger point of these talks is the 

Taliban. The Taliban has recently taken a U-

turn in the case of allowing girls to attend 

public high schools which has 

understandably raised backlash and immense 

concern in the international community.  

 

Yukti Panwar  

Nikkei Asia  

 

President-elect of South Korea asks Xi 

Jinping to help in easing tensions with 

North Korea  

 

On 25 March, the newly elected President of 

South Korea, Yoon Suk-yeol asked Chinese 

President Xi Jinping for cooperation to tackle 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/1/eu-pressures-china-over-its-stance-on-russias-war-in-ukraine
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/Japan-Turkey-say-invasion-of-Ukraine-breaches-international-law
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Afghanistan-turmoil/China-U.S.-Russia-and-Pakistan-to-hold-talks-on-Afghanistan


and solve issues related to North Korea. This 

comes as a response to Pyongyang’s firing of 

a new type of Intercontinental Ballistic 

Missile (ICBM).  This is the first time for a 

South Korean president elect to talk to his 

Chinese counterpart over phone. And this, by 

itself, the levels of concerns Koreans have at 

the back of their minds. Through this call, 

meanwhile, Yoon and Xi have agreed to 

improve South Korean – Chinese relations on 

the occasion of 30 years of normalization of 

ties and relations between the two nations.   

 

Yukti Panwar  

 Nikkei Asia  

 

US imposes sanctions on North Korean 

entities  

 

On 01 April, the US imposed sanctions on 

North Korea’s Ministry of Rocket Industry 

and its four subsidiaries and accused them of 

supporting Pyongyang's WMD and ballistic 

missile program.  The subsidiaries include 

Hapjanggang Trading Corporation, Korea 

Rounsan Trading Corporation, Sungnisan 

Trading Corporation, and Unchon Trading 

Corporation. The US Treasury said, “The 

United States is committed to using our 

sanctions authorities to respond to the 

DPRK’s continued development of weapons 

of mass destruction and ballistic missiles." 

The move is intended to increase pressure on 

North Korea following a series of missile 

test-launches. 

   

Sukanya Bali  

Reuters  

 

Pyongyang condemns South Korean 

Defense Ministers remarks   

 

On 03 April, Pyongyang condemned South 

Korea Defense Minister’s remarks about 

Seoul’s ability to strike North Korean targets. 

The Supreme leader's sister, Kim Yo Jong 

said the remarks, 'further worsened the inter-

Korean relations and military tension on the 

Korean peninsula.' Pak Jong Chon, secretary 

of the Central Committee of the Workers' 

Party of Korea, said the North "will 

mercilessly direct all its military force into 

destroying major targets in Seoul and the 

South Korean army" if Seoul engages in 

preemptive strikes. Earlier, South Korea's 

defense minister had said that the country's 

military has the capabilities to accurately and 

swiftly hit any targets in North Korea.    

 

Sukanya Bali  

Reuters  

 

Defense 

 

North Korea will keep developing 

'formidable striking capabilities': Kim 

Jong Un.  

 

According to KCNA, a state news agency the 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, had been 

meeting with officials, scientists, technicians, 

and employees who helped launch North 

Korea's biggest intercontinental ballistic 

missile (ICBM). This may have been in 

response to the US, which announced, that it 

would advocate for stronger UN sanctions 

against North Korea due to "increasingly 

hazardous provocations." At the same time, 

China and Russia expressed disagreement 

and suggested that such measures should be 

reduced. The North Korean missile in 

question was the Hwasong-17, and Japan and 

South Korea verified that the rocket soared 

higher and longer than any previous North 

Korean test.   

 

Harsheen Kaur Sahni   

Reuters  

 

 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/New-South-Korean-leader-asks-Xi-to-help-ease-North-Korea-tensions
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-imposes-north-korea-related-sanctions-treasury-website-2022-04-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nkorea-condemns-skoreas-remarks-preemptive-strike-issues-serious-warning-2022-04-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/kim-says-nkorea-will-keep-developing-formidable-striking-capabilities-kcna-2022-03-27/


China rejects U.S.'s claim of "prior 

knowledge" of Russian military operation 

in Ukraine: Xinhua  

 

On 25 March, Xinhua reported, China's 

military spokesperson, Wu Qian denounced 

the US claim of "prior knowledge" of the 

Russian military operation in Ukraine. Wu 

said, "We believe that to resolve the current 

crisis, we must uphold the purposes and 

principles of the UN Charter, and respect and 

protect the sovereignty and territorial 

integrity of all countries." In response, a 

Chinese spokesperson accused the U.S. of 

spreading disinformation. He further added, 

"What China has done is in stark contrast to 

that of the United States, which has created 

and shifted crisis to others, and reaped gains 

from it.” 

Anushka Saraswat   

Xinhua   

 

China's Central Commission for 

Discipline Inspection (CCDI) to keep a 

close watch on virtual currency mining  

 

China's anti-corruption agency, Central 

Commission for Discipline Inspection 

(CCDI) will closely monitor illegal virtual 

currency mining activities. Investigations in 

China found party members indulging in 

illegal mining. On 24 March, a Global Times 

article claimed, "This comes after 

investigations into illegal virtual currency 

mining cases have found out that some 

employees from state-owned enterprises and 

officials have abused their duties to 

participate in and assist the illegal mining." 

Currency mining has implications for China's 

goals of carbon neutrality. Vast amounts of 

electricity are used in the process having 

repercussions for carbon neutrality. China's 

CCDI said, "Under tight supervision, virtual 

currency mining has been effectively curbed, 

but some of the mining activities have been 

transferred underground and stronger 

rectification work is needed."  

 

Anushka Saraswat  

Global Times  

  

Human Rights 

 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 

urges the US to lift freeze over Afghan 

assets  

 

On 15 February, Chinese Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson urged the US to lift the freeze 

over the Afghan assets.  Xinhua Net reported, 

in a press briefing Wang Wenbin said, “The 

United States seized Afghan assets without 

the consent of the Afghan people, which is 

tantamount to robbery.” He further added, 

"This is no different from the conduct of 

bandits.” Wang suggested the US should not 

exacerbate the suffering of the Afghan 

nationals and unfreeze their assets in order to 

ease the humanitarian crisis in the country.  

 

Sukanya Bali  

Xinhua Net  

  

China express welcome to UN High 

Commissioner to the country, Xinjiang   

 

On 19 February, Chinese State Councilor and 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi expressed his 

welcome to the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights Michelle Bachelet to visit the 

country, including Xinjiang. During the 58th 

Munich Security Conference, concerns over 

China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 

were raised. Wang said: “China has long 

expressed its welcome to Bachelet and is 

discussing with Bachelet and her office on 

the schedule, and Bachelet will see a 

Xinjiang where peace and stability are 

maintained, and people of all ethnic groups 

live in harmony during her visit.” He also 

emphasized how these camps have 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/20220215/d8a121c6cb77426a880689fa46d2ffeb/c.html


“eliminated the soil of extremism” and no 

violent terrorist incident have taken place in 

the region. Wang further said, the so-called 

systematic "forced labor" or "re-education 

camps" are all lies and fabrication.  

 

Sukanya Bali  

Xinhuanet  

  

Science and Technology 

 

China-Europe joint space mission SMILE 

carries out successful magnetometer 

extension  

 

 
Source: UCL 

 

On 23 February, Xinhua net reported, China-

Europe joint space mission, Solar Wind 

Magnetosphere Ionosphere Link Explorer 

(SMILE) successfully carried out an 

extension test of its payload magnetometer in 

Europe. According to the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences (CAS), the magnetometer arrived 

at the European Space Research and 

Technology Centre (ESTEC) of the European 

Space Agency (ESA). The test showed 

“performance of the magnetometer 

subsystem integrated with the payload 

module” which meets the requirements of the 

mission. The magnetometer is used to “detect 

the three-dimensional vector of the space 

magnetic field and obtain the detection data 

on the size and direction of the solar wind 

magnetic field.” The mission also expects to 

send satellites into space by 2024.   

 

Sukanya Bali  

Xinhua net  
 

https://english.news.cn/20220220/e0d5335cc27444668e5ea67a1120a2ac/c.html
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/mssl/case-studies/2020/oct/smile-solar-wind-magnetosphere-ionosphere-link-explorer#:~:text=SMILE%20is%20a%20joint%20space,using%20soft%20X%2Dray%20imaging.
https://english.news.cn/20220223/337be81b7e3c4aedb931c9811430c2fe/c.html

