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INTRODUCTION 

India’s maritime security in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is integral. India is located at the center 

of the North Indian Ocean, it possesses a powerful naval force and has access to oceanic 

resources.1 The maritime domain is a crucial space for emerging powers like India. The IOR 

states and oceanic resources constitute an important part of India’s security and economy. India 

is surrounded by the Indian ocean in the South; the Indian Ocean is the third largest oceanic 

division in the world.2 The long coast of India in the South provides access to natural resources 

and trade. The country plays an influential role in the Indian and Pacific Ocean region, India 

with Ocean policies in recent years has shown an increased interest in the region.  

The development in Indian Ocean policy is complexly linked to ocean diversity, natural 

resources, climate change, and livelihood. India’s dependence on Oceanic resources for 

economic growth requires serious sustainable actions and policies focused on inclusive growth. 

According to the India Maritime Security Strategy, India is committed to secure and stabilize 

the Oceanic region with the cooperation and coordination of like-minded neighbors3. It also 

depends on the sea routes for trade with a steady naval force from Indian defense expenditure. 

India’s transition from a land power to a sea power through India’s ocean economy, the country 

has also taken a deep interest in the Quad to strengthen Naval forces. The Naval drills and 

deepening ties with the Quad indicate a stronger Oceanic policy. This paper focuses on India’s 

Ocean policies, recent development, roles and responsibilities of Indian ministries, and the 

emerging Ocean economy.  
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INDIA’S OCEAN POLICY  

The Indian Ocean provides an enormous trade potential for India, it is an integral part of India’s 

security and regional cooperation. The country’s geographical location plays a significant role 

in deepened interest in the Oceanic region, India has a large dependence on the sea for the 

security and economy of the country.4 India’s Maritime Security Strategy by the Indian Navy 

lays clear intentions of the country in the region. According to the strategy, India is committed 

to developing a sustainable economic front in the Indian Ocean, working towards a stable, 

secure, and safe Indian Ocean region, deepening cooperation and coordination with regional 

partners through increased surveillance and monitoring the Indian Ocean, working towards a 

multilateral cooperative maritime security initiative that secures the region from terrorism and 

piracy and deepening relations with like-minded countries in the region for cultural linkages5. 

The country requires regional cooperation for sustainable and inclusive economic growth in 

the Indian Ocean through the Blue economy.  

Under the Indian government’s security agenda, India prioritizes mainland and island 

territory’s security and other maritime interests are the focus of national security; and also 

ensure security, safety, and stability across the Indian Ocean for all IOR states.6 The main 

agenda is economic and security relations in IOR. India will seek to enhance economic and 

security cooperation with all friendly littoral states and their maritime neighbors.7 India’s role 

as a regional power in IOR deals with collective action and cooperation to promote peace and 

security in the region that benefits all regional players. The Oceanic regional policy of India 

will promote the overall development of the blue economy for a sustainable and environment 

friendly future through greater collaboration in trade, tourism, and investment, infrastructure 

development, marine science and technology, sustainable fisheries, and protection of the 

marine environment.8 India’s future development prioritizes security and development in IOR. 

India recognizes that while the Indian Ocean littoral states have the primary responsibility for 

peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indian Ocean, it also acknowledges that extra-regional 

                                                             
4  The Diplomat. (2019, June 8). Consolidating India’s Indian Ocean Strategy. 

https://thediplomat.com/2019/06/consolidating-indias-indian-ocean-strategy/ 

 
5 OCEAN POLICY STATEMENT, Government of India 

 
6 Upadhyaya, S. (2019). India’s Maritime Strategy: Balancing Regional Ambitions and China (1st ed.). Routledge. 

7  Upadhyaya, Shishir, Maritime Security Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region: Assessment of India’s 

Maritime Strategy to be theRegional “Net Security Provider”, Doctor of Philosophy thesis, Australian National 

Centre for Ocean Resources and Security,University of Wollongong, 2018. http://ro.uow.edu.au/theses1/297 

 
8 Upadhyaya, S. (2019). India’s Maritime Strategy: Balancing Regional Ambitions and China (1st ed.). 
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powers have interests in the region. 9  India will seek to engage with them through the 

mechanism of dialogue, visits, exercises, capacity building, and economic partnership.10 

India believes in a free and open Indo-pacific region, it has been part of various initiatives and 

treaties to ensure economic and political stability in the region. The vast maritime zone is 

significant for the national security of India, the long-term commitment of superpowers like 

the United States makes the Indo-Pacific region integral for International relations. China’s 

growing power in Asia has resulted in more cooperative initiatives by India to secure the region. 

The Indo-Pacific is a contemporary region for international politics. The cooperation of 

ASEAN countries and the Quad is integral to balance China’s influence in the region.  The 

bilateral relations of India with Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and other stakeholders in the region 

are integral for cooperative economic initiatives. The new policy by the Indian government is 

focused on the Blue Economy and the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) idea.11 The Indo-

Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) was launched by the Prime Minister in 2019 at the East Asia 

summit held in Bangkok to increase the focus on maritime security, trade connectivity, 

Maritime Ecology; Maritime Resources; Capacity Building and Resource Sharing; Disaster 

Risk Reduction, and Management; Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation; and 

Maritime Transport. The cooperation of India with ASEAN countries and the Quad in recent 

years have highlighted the country’s national interest in the Indo-Pacific region. IPOI is built 

upon India’s Act East policy and it encourages strategic cooperation between regional powers 

to ensure a secure Indo-pacific region.12  

The multilateral and bilateral relations with countries and increased engagement by India have 

been essential for maritime development in the region. The Ministry of External Affairs in 

2020 set up an Oceanic division that encouraged diplomatic cooperation from Western Pacific 

to the Andaman Sea.13 The SAGAR vision in 2015 is another important part of India’s Oceanic 

policy to promote the strategic interests of India.14 The changing dynamics in the Indo-Pacific 

region require effective initiatives by the government of India, the oceanic landscape has 

                                                             
9  Upadhyaya, Shishir, Maritime Security Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region: Assessment of India’s 

Maritime Strategy to be theRegional “Net Security Provider”, Doctor of Philosophy thesis, Australian National 

Centre for Ocean Resources and Security,University of Wollongong, 2018. http://ro.uow.edu.au/theses1/297 

10  The Diplomat. (2019, June 8). Consolidating India’s Indian Ocean Strategy. 

https://thediplomat.com/2019/06/consolidating-indias-indian-ocean-strategy/ 

11 (2020b, December 28). The Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative: Towards a Coherent Indo-Pacific Policy for India. 
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12  C. Raja Mohan (1984) An Ocean Policy for India, Strategic Analysis, 7:12, 1060-1074, DOI: 
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become crucial for national security. There has also been a growth in non-traditional security 

threats such as climate change, human trafficking, illegal fishing, etc. that threaten the national 

security of India. India’s oceanic policy views building relations with ASEAN countries, the 

Persian Gulf, the African continent as an integral part of security dynamics and economic 

development in the region.15   

Peaceful coexistence in the region has been the main objective of India. The country has been 

determined to work on building relations with the neighboring countries and ASEAN. The Belt 

and Road Initiative by China has countered the efforts by India to build stronger cooperation 

in the Indo-Pacific region. The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has been crucial for India’s foreign 

policy in South Asia especially with expanding Chinese influence in the region. In 2013, India 

signed a trilateral security accord with Sri Lanka and Maldives that contributes towards the 

country’s maritime power.16 India has also joined hands with Japan for the Asian African 

Growth Corridor that will also benefit Southeast Asia as strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific 

region. India’s Oceanic policies are expanding towards stronger bonds and strategic 

partnerships with nations across the world. The IOR is significant for India’s oceanic policy, 

India with the help of ASEAN countries and the Quad can contribute to a larger power 

balancing force in IOR.  

 

INSTITUTIONAL BRIEF  

The Department Of Ocean Development is responsible for sustainable development in the 

Ocean.17 It develops policies for maritime boundaries and securing IOR. The Department also 

works on research for better innovations to extract economic benefits with sustainability. The 

National Accounting Agency is working along with other governmental agencies to discover 

the perfect Blue economy framework for India in the IOR. The government of India through 

summits and research has been collecting information on Maritime economic development in 

developing nations including 169 countries.18 The research-centric approach to blue trade and 

economy through government departments on developing countries will help in calculating the 

risks and profits for the future endeavors. The travel, transport, and business sectors in India 

are the crucial focus for maritime economic development. Nineteen ministries from the Indian 

                                                             
15 India | The Ocean Policy Research Institute-Projects. (n.d.). THE SASAKAWA PEACE FOUNDATION. 

Retrieved May 20, 2021, from https://www.spf.org/en/opri/projects//ocean-

policy%7Eindia.html#:%7E:text=In%20recent%20years%2C%20the%20characteristics,increased%20interest%

20in%20the%20ocean.&text=A%20conference%20on%20ASEAN%20between,India%20and%20the%20Unite

d%20States. 

 
16 “Blue Economy – IORA – Indian Ocean Rim Association.” www.iora.net. 

http://www.iora.net/blue-economy/blue-economy.aspx 

 
17  "Department Of Ocean Development - Performance Budget". Moes.Gov.In, 1996, 

https://www.moes.gov.in/writereaddata/files/archive/pyr96-97/pb96-97.htm#introduction. 

 
18 S. K Mohanty, Priyadarshi Dash, Aastha Gupta, and Pankhuri Gaur, “Prospects of Blue Economy in the Indian 

Ocean,” Research and Information System for Developing Countries, New Delhi, 2015 

http://www.iora.net/
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government are administering data on the Blue economy and trade. The future economic 

activities would be at the center of sustainable maritime development, meanwhile, no policy 

has been universally implemented due to the diverse sector of the economy involved in IOR. 

An important part of the Department of Ocean development is to capture activities and derive 

methodology that can support the blue economy and blue trade.  

The Ministry Of Earth Sciences focuses on the socio-economic benefit of society through 

policies and initiatives in technological and knowledge enterprise.19 The ministry develops 

knowledge on maritime resources to have a deep understanding of environmental, economic, 

and societal oceanic life. As of 2021, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, stated that it provides services for 

climate, weather, ocean, and coastal states, and focuses on harnessing marine living and natural 

resources in a sustainable way. It also focuses on natural hazards, seismology, and hydrology. 

The function of the ministry is integral to find sustainable solutions to non-conventional 

security threats in the Indian ocean. The ministry observes and records data on ocean, 

atmosphere, and land regions to track climate change activities. It forecasts oceanic phenomena 

through technology and research, the forecast by the ministry is used to prepare policies of 

economic and sustainable development in the oceanic region. The ministry also focuses on the 

poles and deep oceanic regions to discover new phenomena and resources.20  

 

INTRODUCTION OCEAN ECONOMY  

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is important for India’s growing economy, it is an integral part 

of the trade. The IOR has been a gateway for the economic growth and maritime security of 

India. The IOR’s contribution to the global GDP has increased in the last century. The region 

holds huge potential for economic growth and sustainable development. India is determined to 

use oceanic resources sustainably to improve livelihood, economic growth, and the ocean 

ecosystem. The Maritime economy or the Ocean economy is a part of economic growth, it is 

based on industrial activities on the coast, it deals with the extraction of natural resources, and 

it is dependent on the geographical location of the country. The Indian government is 

determined to work towards a blue economy that brings economic and social benefits to the 

country while sustaining ecology. 

The natural resources in IOR are essential for electronics and communications. The mineral 

resources and rare elements in the ocean can benefit the Indian economy by contributing to 

manufacturing electronics in India. India’s oceanic economy requires sea mining technologies 

to extract the Rare Earth Elements (REE). The Indian Ocean region is unexplored for economic 

benefits, India can advocate for sustainable growth and use of oceanic resources through 

                                                             
19 "About The Ministry | Ministry Of Earth Sciences". Moes.Gov.In, https://www.moes.gov.in/content/about-

ministry-0. 

 
20 "About The Ministry | Ministry Of Earth Sciences". Moes.Gov.In, https://www.moes.gov.in/content/about-

ministry-0. 
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strategic exploration in the IOR. The vast resources in the IOR would help India access rare 

resources, there is an estimated 500 million tonnes of mineral resources available in IOR that 

is unexplored in the deep seabed.21 The climate crisis in the region requires an effective and 

sustainable extraction of resources from the IOR. The strategic relations of India with regional 

players, investing in research in the IOR, along with technological advancement, will help India 

sustainably develop a blue economy.  

The growing competition in the IOR requires better cooperative measures from the government 

of India. The ocean economy is complex, it deals with shipping ports, maritime coordination, 

marine renewable energy, fishing, extraction of natural resources, technological development, 

marine Biotechnology, maritime commerce, etc. The next decade is significant for Oceanic 

economic growth, the blue economy is an important aspect to fully explore the potential of the 

ocean. India’s blue economy focuses on economic security, the environment, and development. 

The blue economy is essential in India to resolve the climate crisis, explore oceanic energy 

resources, and implement governance policy for the ocean. Blue economy has a large potential 

for growth. Successful application of blue economic policies in India can benefit India to form 

strategic ties with ASEAN countries and other stakeholders in the IOR and build capacity for 

potential growth of Indian influence.22  

 

CONCLUSION  

The IOR is a determinant factor for India’s security, economic development, and foreign policy 

relations. India’s interest in IOR is based on infrastructural development for deeper economic 

and trade relations and cultural relations with the regional powers in IOR. The changing climate 

patterns and rising sea levels also require research and advanced technology for a blue economy 

framework in IOR. The sustainable and inclusive framework for development and security 

requires significant coordination between India and Regional powers to balance against China. 

The Traditional focus of naval security in IOR has moved towards a Blue economy and trade 

for India’s sustainable commitments. The Trilateral Cooperative in Maritime Security between 

India, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives’ is a pro-active cooperative agreement in IOR.23 India’s 

relations with ASEAN and the Quad are key determinants of India’s maritime cooperative 

relations. The research and development in the Blue economy can provide a development scope 

                                                             
21 Maini, H., & Budhraja, L. (2017). Ocean based Blue Economy: An Insight into the SAGAR as the Last Growth 

Frontier. NITI Aayog. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://niti.gov.in/writereaddata/files/document_pub

lication/Indian%2520Ocean%2520Region_v6%25281%2529.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjm1LHOoK_wAhXaWisKH

WbpDo8QFjANegQIHBAC&usg=AOvVaw2CxF_Vh9yqBdbHrvQ8bEFr 

 
22 Juneja, M., & Ganeshan, S. (Eds.). (2019, March). The Emerging Global Maritime Order – India’s Strategy. 

Madras Management Association (MMA). 
 
23 OCEAN/MARINE MANAGEMENT IN INDIA. (n.d.). IDSA. Retrieved May 26, 2021, from http://www.idsa-

india.org/an-aug-3.html 
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of $10 trillion economies by 2032.24 The IOR is abundant with resources that support fisheries, 

aquaculture, ocean energy, sea-bed mining, and economic opportunities for various maritime 

tourism and shipping.   

India requires a cooperative approach in IOR for economic and sustainable development. 

Technological cooperation with superpowers can serve economic potential. The local, national, 

and international maritime agencies can establish a unified singular policy for Blue economy 

and trade. The partnership of India with private and regional players can benefit the long-term 

policy of power balancing in the region against China. The infrastructural and capacity building 

in the IOR is essential for a successful Blue economy and India as a hegemon in IOR. A 

singular Indian Maritime policy for economic, security, and environmental development of the 

                                                             
24  Roy, A. (2019, April 4). Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean: Governance perspectives for sustainable 

development in the region. ORF. https://www.orfonline.org/research/blue-economy-in-the-indian-ocean-

governance-perspectives-for-sustainable-development-in-the-region-47449/?amp 

 

 

 


