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About CNEAS  

The 21st century, oft referred to as the 

Asian century in international politics 

is so called owing to the rise of 

powerful economies from what was 

once seen as the ‘Orient’. Countries in 

Northeast Asia, be it the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC), Japan, 

Republic of China (ROC)/ Taiwan, 

South Korea or North Korea exert 

myriad types of influences on the 

international system. The various 

types of relationships among the 

countries of the Northeast Asian 

region also impact international 

politics as these range from conflicts 

over disputed islands, espionage, 

perceived historical injustices such as 

the Nanjing massacre to rising 

volumes of trades in the region to 

potential nuclear crises to balancing 

between acts of cooperation and 

conflict. 

 

The history, culture, society and 

politics, all of which are different from 

that of the Western world become 

interesting aspects of study as all of 

this impact the posturing of the 

countries of the region in their 

respective foreign policies. Given the 

fact that India has active conflicts as 

well as partnerships with countries of 

the region, a better understanding of 

Northeast Asia from the lenses of 

security to economics to diplomacy to 

culture becomes pertinent. 

The Center for Northeast Asian 

Studies looks at the countries of the 

region with fine lenses to offer 

understandings beyond what is 

provided by Western literature and 

theories of international politics. Tools 

such as track 2 discussions, seminars, 

lectures, primary research, historical 

and archival studies, along with a 

reliance on the languages of the region 

are used to understand international 

relations. 

 

About the Newsletter 

The newsletter encompasses of six silos 

covering the issues under Economic & 

Trade, Foreign Policy & International 

Relations, Defence, Culture & Soft 

Power, Climate Change, Covid-19, 

Human Rights and Science & 

Technology  

 

Team CNEAS  

Anubhav Goswami is a PhD Scholar with 

Jindal School of International Affairs. 

Narendra Kumar is a PhD Scholar with 

Jindal School of International Affairs. 

Sukanya Bali is a PhD Scholar with Jindal 

School of International Affairs.  



Economic & Trade 

Mongolia welcomes a new Economy and 

Development ministry 
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On 6 January 2022, Mongolia welcomed a 

new Ministry of Economy and Development 

after the proposal for its establishment was 

passed in a Cabinet meeting on 6 January 

2022. The Ministry has assumed charge of 

aspects of the Mongolian economy like 

internal and international trade and 

commerce, planning and development 

financing, and public-private partnerships, 

taking forward the roles and responsibilities 

of the now dissolved Mongolian National 

Development Agency (NDA). Soon after the 

Cabinet meeting concluded, the NDA was 

presented with the decision of dissolution and 

transfer of powers and role by the Deputy 

Chief of the Cabinet Secretariat U. 

Byambasuren. Minister of Finance B. 

Javkhlan has been appointed as the acting 

minister for the newly setup Ministry, and 

Kh. Batjargal has been appointed as the 

acting state secretary. The two newly-

appointed ministers also interacted with 

NDA ex-employees after the Cabinet 

meeting and instructed on new functions, 

imperatives of the Economy Ministry, and 

agenda for economic revitalisation. 

 

Montsame 

(Anushka Saxena) 

Foreign Policy & International 

Relations  

Lithuania and Taiwan deepen ties over 

Video Conference 
  

 
Image Source: Taiwan Today 

  

A Video Conference was conducted between 

Taiwanese National Development Council 

Minister Kung Ming-hsin and Lithuanian 

Minister of the Economy and Innovation 

Ausrine Armonaite on 11 January. Therein, 

the two leaders affirmed each other’s 

commitment to expanding Taiwan-Lithuania 

economic ties. The discussions concluded in 

the signing of 6 Memorandums of 

Understanding between the two entities, the 

most significant of which revolve around 

investments in the famed Taiwanese 

semiconductor and Lithuanian laser 

industries. Taiwan and Lithuania have 

especially ramped up bilateral relations in 

recent times because of a diplomatic spat 

between Lithuania and China over the 

former’s recognition of Taiwan as a 

sovereign country.  

 

Additionally, while Taipei also indicated its 

intention to lift Lithuania out of an export 

vacuum created by its tensions with China, 

Vilnius has guaranteed the opening up of a 

Trade Office in Taiwan come spring of this 

year. Trade between the two entities in 2020 

amounted to about US $ 80 million, which 

depicts that the scope for expansion in the 

https://www.montsame.mn/en/read/286645
https://www.montsame.mn/en/read/286645
https://taiwantoday.tw/news.php?unit=2&post=213515


Taiwan-Lithuania trade and commerce 

relations is immense. 

 

Taipei Times 

(Anushka Saxena) 

  

In a rare scenario, a man crosses the DMZ 

and defects to North Korea, turns out, he 

has now defected twice 

 

 
 Image Source: britannica.com 

 

On 2 January, the South Korean military said 

that an unidentified man has crossed over to 

North Korea over the Demilitarised Zone, 

one of the most fortified and dangerous 

borders in the world. South Korea even 

contacted North Korea to take an update on 

the person’s condition and status, but has, 

however received no reply from North’s end. 

It was unclear for some time whether this 

would be the first case where a South Korean 

has defected to the North or is it that this 

person is a North Korean who came to South 

Korea briefly and returned back, which is 

again, very rare. It turns out that it is the latter 

case.  

 

This man, identified by North Korean 

defectors as Kim Woo-joo, is a 29-year-old 

former gymnast who had escaped North 

Korea and entered the South in 2020 through 

the DMZ, causing major embarrassment for 

the South Korean military. However, no one 

still knows the reason why he went back to 

North Korea, causing another instance of 

humiliation and exposing the lapse on part of 

the Korean military. The theory that he is a 

spy was brought up, but the Moon Jae-in 

government has not found any evidence yet. 

 

The New York Times  

(Yukti Panwar) 

  

 

Defense 

Japan faces backlash over continuing to 

train Burmese military cadets 
  

 
Image Source: Reuters 

  

On 20 December, Teppei Kasai, Asia 

Program Officer at Human Rights Watch 

urged the Japanese government to put a halt 

to its military training programme for 

Burmese cadets. Under Article 100 of 

Japan’s Self-Defence Forces Act (Jieitaihō), 

the country’s Defence Academy has the 

authority to invite and train foreign nationals 

in the art of combat and arms use with the 

permission of the Defence Minister. Under 

said provision, Japan has been training 

Burmese cadets since 2015. However, the 

February 2021 coup by the military junta in 

Myanmar, and the consequent human rights 

violations committed by Burmese military 

commander-in-chief Sen. Gen. Min Aung 

Hlaing against civilians in the country, have 

created dire diplomatic consequences for 

Myanmar. 

 

https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2022/01/12/2003771198
https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/06/world/asia/north-korea-defector-dmz.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/human-rights-watch-calls-japan-suspend-military-exchange-with-myanmar-2021-12-20/


 Even so, Japan has not stopped the training 

of Tatmadaw cadets at its Defence Academy, 

despite Australia, one of Japan’s most 

significant multilateral partners, having cut 

ties with the Burmese de-facto government. 

Human Rights Watch has urged Japan to 

follow suit and to not provide further indirect 

military support to the Tatmadaw.  

 

Human Rights Watch 

(Anushka Saxena) 

 

South Korea’s plan to deploy Ship-Borne 

stealth drones by 2031 and upgrading old 

military tech 
 

On 27 January, the South Korean military 

authorised a proposal to deploy a 

reconnaissance and surveillance drone 

system by 2031 to be developed locally. This 

effort is being taken to monitor and defend 

the nation’s north-western border islands 

which lie close to the North Korean coastline.  

 

The Defence Acquisition Program 

Administration reported that the Defence 

Project Promotion Committee has invested 

570 billion won to design drones that are to 

be operated by Navy Warships and Marine 

Corps units. According to DAPA, “If created, 

the new drone will strengthen the military’s 

ability to respond to security threats by 

providing real-time monitoring of maritime 

areas and northern border islands”. Another 

basic plan accompanies the proposal 

involving purchase of large military choppers 

to replace the old CH-47D helicopters with a 

budget of 1.4 trillion won and developing a 

landing attack helicopter with an investment 

of 450 billion won. The nation has also 

endorsed a plan to mass produce wheeled 

armoured command post vehicles, one of the 

first for the country, which entails a budget of 

1.51 trillion won. 

The Korea Times 

(Aditi Maurya) 

 Japan is Scaling up its Security vis-á-vis 

China: Signing a “historic” deal with 

Australia and a ‘vow’ with the US for more 

defence cooperation to counter China 

 

 
Image Source: Japan Times 

 

On 6 January, Prime Ministers of Australia 

and Japan signed a reciprocal access 

agreement to increase defence cooperation 

between the two nations via a virtual 

meeting. This shows a further strengthening 

of strategic relations between Japan and 

Australia after the signing of AUKUS and 

increasing activities of the Quad in the Indo - 

Pacific. This, in turn, also shows an 

increasing polarity between China on one 

side and Australia and Japan on the other.  

 

 On 7 January, Japan and the US, in a virtual 

meeting, voiced strong concern on Chinese 

rise in terms of its military might in 

unmistakeable manner and vowed to work 

together for prevention of destabilisation of 

the region. Both of these developments do 

not only show the increasing sense of threat 

China is becoming for the security interests 

of Japan, the US and Australia. It also shows 

an acceleration of developments in a 

direction which can possibly lead to more 

hostilities and polarity between the nations. 

Thus, this would make the East Asian region, 

in particular, more tense and unstable. 

 

Japan Times and CNBC 

(Yukti Panwar) 

  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/12/21/japan-cut-defense-ties-myanmar-military
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2022/01/205_321252.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2022/01/11/commentary/world-commentary/japanese-officials-reportedly-hope-to-use-the-raa-as-a-model-for-defense-cooperation-agreements-with-other-countries-european-ones-in-particular-to-expand-the-security-network-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/07/japan-australias-new-defense-pact-sends-a-message-to-china-analyst.html


Blinken reaffirms US commitment to 

South Korean security following NK’s 

missile tests 
 

On 14 January, after Pyongyang fired two 

tactical guided missiles into the East Sea on 

13 January which North Korea claimed were 

hypersonic missiles, US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken condemned North for 

violating multiple UN Security Council 

resolutions. The tests violated UN Security 

Council resolutions that ban North Korea 

from developing or testing ballistic missile 

technologies. Further Blinken reaffirmed the 

"ironclad" commitment to the defence of 

South Korea in a phone call with South 

Korean Foreign Minister Chung Eui-

yong.  American commitment should be seen 

in the context of growing South Korean 

desire to seek China’s help in the 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.  

 

In a recent lecture at S. Rajaratnam School of 

International Studies of Nanyang 

Technological University on December 23 

2021, South Korean Defence Minister Suh 

Wook emphasised the need for close defence 

cooperation with China and Japan to 

maintain peace and stability on the Korean 

Peninsula and the region. The minister also 

said that while the strategic competition 

between Washington and Beijing has an 

adverse impact on the security situation on 

the peninsula, the two powers can also 

cooperate in the process of peacefully 

resolving Korea issues. 

 

Korea Times, Taipei Times 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Japan expands its security role in Indo-

Pacific; signs treaty with Australia and 

draws plan for Taiwan contingency with 

the US 
 

Japan and Australia yesterday signed a 

“landmark” treaty to enhance defence ties 

with an eye on strengthening regional 

stability against the expansion of China’s 

military and economic clout. Although 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison did 

not mention Beijing directly in a statement 

released ahead of the signing, “the agreement 

is seen as another step by the regional allies 

to signal their concern over China’s military 

expansion”. The treaty is Japan’s first 

Reciprocal Access Agreement with any 

country. It would allow Australian and 

Japanese militaries to work seamlessly with 

each other on defence and humanitarian 

operations.  

 

At the same time, the Japanese Self-Defence 

Forces and the US military have drawn up a 

draft joint operation plan that would enable 

the setup of an attack base along the 

southwest Nansei island chain in the event of 

a Taiwan contingency. Japan and the US will 

likely agree to begin work to formalise an 

operation plan when their foreign and 

defence chiefs meet in early January under 

the “two-plus-two” framework. 

 

 Japan Times 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

 

China commits to modernization of its 

nuclear arsenal 

 

On 4 January, a senior Chinese diplomat said 

at a press briefing that China has no plan to 

drastically expand its nuclear arsenal but 

Beijing will continue to modernise it under 

the changing security environment. China 

recently participated in a joint statement on 

preventing nuclear war and avoiding arms 

https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2022/01/205_322291.html
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2021/12/13/2003769516
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/12/23/national/taiwan-contingency/


races with the leaders of five Nuclear-

Weapon holding P+5 States. China maintains 

its nuclear capabilities at the minimum level 

that is required for national defence. Fu 

Cong, Director General of the Arms Control 

Department at China’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, said that the US public 

announcement of its plans to deploy ground-

based intermediate-range missiles in China’s 

backyard as well as the building up of a 

global missile defence system has changed 

the security environment for China. This has 

necessitated China to improve the quality of 

its nuclear weapons dynamically with the 

development of technology, so as to ensure 

they are accurate, sharp, powerful, and 

difficult to intercept. 

Global Times 

Anubhav S. Goswami 

 

 

Culture & Soft Power 

South Korea calls for a retraction of 

Tokyo’s decision to push listing of a 

wartime mine as a World Heritage site 

On 28 December, South Korea called for a 

retraction of Japan’s decision to push for the 

registration of the Sado mine linked to 

wartime forced labour as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. The mine is related to forced 

hard labour of at least 1,200 Koreans during 

Japan’s colonisation of the Korean peninsula 

between 1910-45. Choi Young-sam, the 

spokesperson of Seoul’s foreign ministry 

commented, “It is very deplorable that 

(Japan) has decided to push for the World 

Heritage designation of the mine, another site 

where Koreans were forced into labour, and 

we call for the immediate retraction of it”.  

The Ministry’s Director General in charge of 

Cultural Affairs Kyun Jong-ho, contacted the 

Director of Public Information and Cultural 

Center of the Japanese Embassy to protest 

this move. South Korea’s top officials have 

also connected with UNESCO multiple times 

to form a task force to handle the concern 

which has been adding to pre-existing 

historical tensions between the two nations. 

 

The Korea Times 

(Aditi Maurya) 

 

South Korea set to introduce a new visa 

program to draw global cultural talents  

 

South Korea is aiming to cement its position 

as a global soft power giant by introducing a 

‘Hallyu’ visa. This new visa program will 

benefit those who want to enter the East 

Asian nation to learn more about its culture 

and entertainment industry. “The Justice 

Ministry has been pushing for the Hallyu visa 

program on the back of soaring demand for 

education on Korea’s cultural content, to add 

further momentum to the Korean Wave and 

support the pandemic-hit local culture and 

music industry,” a senior Justice Ministry 

official told The Korea Herald. Those who 

plan to stay over 90 days in the country and 

enrol in an entertainment-related educational 

program will be eligible for this visa. More 

details, like age and maximum duration of 

stay, are expected to be released in the first 

half of this year. 

The Korea Herald 

(Palak Maheshwari) 

 

 

  

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202201/1245088.shtml
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2022/01/120_321308.html
http://m.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220113000924


Climate Change 

Japan and Thailand aim to launch new 

energy initiative for decarbonization 
 

On 13 January, Japan and Thailand entered 

into the new year with a renewed 

commitment to climate change goals. 

According to Japan’s industry ministry, 

Japan and Thailand agreed to launch a new 

energy policy dialogue and also implement 

collaborative joint projects to promote 

decarbonization. This move aligns with the 

countries’ aim to achieve net-zero 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The 

memorandum for the new initiatives was 

signed by the Minister of Economy, Trade, 

and Industry Koichi Haguida and his Thai 

counterpart Supattanapong Punmeechaow in 

Bangkok.  

 

Under the dialogue framework, a thorough 

long-term program will be launched along 

with collaborative projects in green 

technology and human resources, essential to 

help promote investment in the energy sector. 

This agreement aligns with Tokyo’s “Asia 

Energy Transition Initiative'' under which it 

has pledged to provide 10 billion dollars in 

financial support to member states of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 

LND, and other projects that are aiming to 

generate new jobs and investment. The 

Japanese government stated that this energy 

dialogue highlights the importance of global 

energy transition while aiming to provide 

opportunities for energy trade and 

investment. 

The Japan Times 

(Yashiba Sanil)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19  

Japanese Border Restrictions in Response 

to the Emerging Covid-19 Omicron 

Variant Cases 
 

Covid-19 has continued to impose strict 

border restrictions in Japan amidst the recent 

increase of cases. Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida addressed the nation for border 

control that forces foreign nation 

governments to steer into the country until 

February. The rapid growth in Covid-19 

cases stemming from the omicron variant had 

forced the Japanese foreign ministry only to 

allow Japanese nationals and returning 

international students since Nov. 30. Kishida 

addressed the media that “because of the 

strictest border restrictions among the Group 

of Seven nations, we have been able to 

minimise the influx of the omicron variant 

and buy time to prepare for a surge in 

domestic cases.” The estimated arrival of 

foreign nationals in Japan is also restricted to 

about 3500 passengers on its daily cap while 

the government makes provisions to ease 

other commercial and economic restrictions. 

Since the new variant is primarily affecting 

the youths and children, therefore, Prime 

Minister Kishida had requested the young 

people to get vaccinated as soon as possible 

in order to restrict the number of cases among 

the Japanese population.  

The Japan Times 

 (Narender Kumar) 

 

North Korea to not Attend Beijing Winter 

Olympics, Holds COVID-19 and “Hostile 

Forces” Responsible  
 

North Korea addressed a letter to China, 

where it expresses its decision to not attend 

the upcoming Winter Olympics to be held in 

Beijing. There, it blames the “hostile forces” 

and COVID-19 risks as the culprits which 

made North Korea take this tough decision 

regrettably. It also accuses the US of 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/01/13/national/science-health/japan-thailand-decarbonization/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/01/11/national/japan-border-controls-extended-february/


preventing the games from succeeding the 

North Korean state media has stated. It was 

also unclear whether the letter from the 

Olympic Committee and Sports Ministry of 

North Korea was only referring to its own 

athletes since they became ineligible to 

compete after North Korea took the decision 

to not send them during the Tokyo 2020 

Olympics and, as a result, was suspended 

from the International Olympics Committee 

(IOC).  

 

The letter did not mention explicitly about the 

North Korean diplomatic mission. North 

Korea also 9riticizes unspecified moves of 

the US – which in December had declared 

that the government would boycott the 

Winter Olympics due to China’s human 

rights records while leaving the choice of 

Beijing and competing at the hands of 

athletes. Many other nations like Britain, 

Australia and Canada have also followed 

suits and have announced diplomatic 

boycotts.   

Reuters 

(Yukti Panwar) 

 

Japan to maintain strict border 

restrictions until end of February 
 

On 11 January, Japan’s Prime Minister Funio 

Kishida said  that the nation will maintain its 

tight entry restrictions to prevent the spread 

of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus 

until the end of February, though some 

exceptions for humanitarian reasons may be 

considered. Japan adopted some of the 

strictest border controls in the world when the 

Omicron variant emerged in late 2021. Tokyo 

banned all new entry by non-Japanese 

people, including students and foreign family 

members of Japanese or permanent residents, 

except in exceptional circumstances. Covid 

rules under enforced mandate up to six days 

in strict hotel quarantine for most of those 

who are allowed in - mostly Japanese and 

resident foreigners - followed by home 

quarantine. Opinion polls show that most 

Japanese support the border controls. 

However, the business community is not 

pleased with the strict rules. E-commerce 

firm Rakuten's founder and chief executive 

Hiroshi Mikitani called for them to be eased, 

saying the economy would suffer. 

 

Japan Times, Reuters 

(Anubhav S Goswami) 

  

Local anger against lax covid-rules surges 

in Japan 
 

Locals living in close proximity to U.S. 

military bases in Yamaguchi and Hiroshima 

prefectures of Okinawa allege lax rules in the 

bases have resulted in the explosion of cases 

in the area. Okinawa hosts over 70% of the 

U.S. military facilities in Japan, including 

coronavirus-hit Camp Hansen. The Iwakuni 

base in Yamaguchi Prefecture borders 

Hiroshima Prefecture. The Japanese 

government is wary that this could turn 

public sentiment increasingly against U.S. 

bases in Japan. 

Japan times 

(Anubhav S. Goswami) 

 

Winter Olympics in sight, Xi’an city goes 

into lockdown 

 

On 23 December, Xi'an, capital city of 

Northwest China's Shaanxi Province known 

for Terracotta Warriors, entered into a state 

of lockdown. A Chinese official has declared 

that the lockdown measures are not as harsh 

as in Wuhan in early 2020. Several factors 

have led to the necessary decision of 

lockdown of Xi'an, including the upcoming 

major holidays of New Year's Day and 

Spring Festival, and the Beijing Winter 

Olympics, and as multiple community 

transmission chains were unidentified.  

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nkorea-says-us-actions-over-beijing-games-are-insult-olympic-spirit-2022-01-06/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/01/07/national/anti-us-base-sentiment/


The city also reported hemorrhagic fever 

cases which shared a similarity in early-stage 

symptoms with COVID-19, as well as the 

imported case through an international flight. 

According to Chinese officials, Xi'an's 

measures are in line with China's dynamic 

zero policy, under which “local governments 

introduce precise measures based on an 

assessment of local epidemic risks”. 

 

Global Times 

(Anubhav S. Goswami) 

 

Human Rights   

Homosexual couple appeals for equal 

marital rights in South Korea 

 

 
Image Source: Global Times/ AFP 

  

On 7 January, an Administrative Court in 

South Korea has rejected a homosexual 

couple’s appeal to be granted the same 

treatment and insurance under the country’s 

National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS), 

as is granted to heterosexual couples. So 

Seong-Wook (left in the picture above), who 

filed the complaint after being denied 

healthcare services under his partner Kim 

Yong-Min’s employer-based health 

insurance programme by the NHIS, has 

declared that he would file an appeal against 

the court’s decision on account that married 

couples should all be treated as equals. 

 

 The court cited the non-recognition of same-

sex marriages in South Korean civil law, as 

well as the lack of a legal precedent granting 

gay couples equal health services, to deny 

So’s claim to Kim’s health insurance 

services. The cancellation of the spousal 

health coverage has come as a reversal to the 

NHIS’s February 2020 decision to keep the 

coverage intact citing So as a “dependent” in 

Kim’s employer-based insurance. “We will 

appeal, and the world will change,” stated So 

Seong-Wook in a recent press conference, 

highlighting the unfairness of the situation.  

 

Yonhap News Agency 

(Anushka Saxena) 

 

South Korea backtracks on human rights 

commitments as discrimination and 

prejudice against minorities prevails 
 

 
Image source: Human Rights Watch 

 

Annual Human Rights Watch 2022 points out 

that significant human rights concerns 

continue to be unresolved as widespread 

discrimination against marginalized groups 

remains a pressing concern in South Korea. 

With social backlash and a rising radical anti 

feminist movement- sexual harassment and 

women’s abuse continues without being 

challenged appropriately. Digital sex crimes 

in South Korea continues to be widespread 

exposing women and girls to high risk. The 

government and authorities have failed to 

take meaningful steps to prevent the issue and 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202112/1243267.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202102/1215855.shtml
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220107006200315
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/13/south-korea-backtracking-rights-protections


continue to make it difficult for survivors to 

access case information or be heard by court.  

 

Similarly, while the LGBTIA+ movement 

grew in the country in 2021, there continues 

to be hostility towards the LGBTQ 

community in South Korea. Repeated 

instances of discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity, lack of 

inclusion of LGBT issues from school 

curriculum and failure of schools to provide 

mental health support to students all point to 

the weak status of upholding of minority 

human rights in the country. 

 

Human Rights Watch 

(Yashiba Sanil) 

 

Japanese companies raises concern over 

human right violation in China Xinjiang 

Autonomous region 
  

04 January, Japan Times reported, Japanese 

companies discontinue their use of Xinjiang 

cotton backing the forced labour allegation in 

China’s Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous 

region. Companies like TSI Holdings Co., 

Sanyo Shokai Ltd., and Mizuno Corp. 

announced their discontinuation. Public 

relations official at Sanyo Shokai said: "We 

judged those risks of human rights abuse 

cannot be eliminated." Many firms came 

forward to establish a system that will 

investigate “whether there are risks of forced 

labour throughout the manufacturing process, 

including the procurement of raw materials.” 

The issue also highlighted the legality of the 

entire process of manufacturing, which 

involves cotton cultivation, spinning, and 

sewing. 

The Japan Times 

(Sukanya Bali) 

 

 

 

Science & Technology   

China’s ‘Artificial Sun’ breaks world 

record of superheating 
  

 
Image Source: CGTN 

  

On 31 December, China’s Experimental 

Advanced Superconducting Tokamak 

(EAST; also recognised as China’s ‘artificial 

sun’) broke a record by superheating and 

running a loop of plasma for 1,056 seconds at 

70 million degrees celsius. Using deuterium, 

a raw material extracted from seawater using 

simple industrial processes, the Chinese 

Tokamak performs nuclear fusion reactions 

that let out massive heat and have the 

capacity to provide clean energy for 

generations to come. 

 

 The Tokamak imitates the helium fusion 

processes of the sun itself, but its recent, 

unprecedented record shows that it can heat 

up to a temperature five times that of the core 

of the sun itself (which is 15 million degrees 

celsius) The achievement was lauded by 

scientific communities globally and presents 

a bright path to a sustainably powered future. 

The EAST project, with all its operational 

and experimental costs, is expected to bear on 

the exchequer of the Chinese state a 

whopping US $ 1 trillion. 

China Daily 

(Anushka Saxena) 

  

 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/13/south-korea-backtracking-rights-protections
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/01/04/business/corporate-business/clothing-uyghur-human-rights/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-05-28/China-s-artificial-sun-sets-new-world-record-10DkBZ6ceha/index.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202112/31/WS61ceca11a310cdd39bc7e947.html


CAICT announced an increase in Beijing’s 

5G domestic shipment; Cabinet announces 

to increase country’s digital economy  
  

On 14 January, Reuters reported, China 

Academy of Information and 

Communications (CAICT) said via WeChat: 

“5G smartphone shipments accounted for 

75.9% of domestic shipments, higher than a 

global average of 40.7%.” Beijing’s top three 

telecom firms such as China Mobile, China 

Telecom, and China Unicom are major 

holders. Last year, the shipment rose 63.5% 

to 266 million. CAICT also said, “By the end 

of November, the total number of smartphone 

subscribers of China's top three telecom 

companies reached 1.64 billion, of which 497 

million were connected to 5G smartphone 

terminals, up 298 million from a year 

earlier.”  

 

On a similar issue, earlier this week on 12 

January, the Cabinet issued a plan to increase 

the country's digital economy, in order to 

generate more revenue share for national 

GDP. The State Council had set targets for 

2025, for an increase of the digital economy's 

share from 7.8% in 2020 to 10% in 2025. 

Reuters reported: according to the plan, "The 

development of China's digital economy also 

faces some problems and challenges: the lack 

of innovation capacity in key areas...data 

resources are huge, but the potential has not 

been fully released; the digital economy 

governance system needs to be further 

improved." 

Reuters, Reuters 

(Sukanya Bali) 

  

  

Japan announces for more collaboration 

with Taiwan on chip manufacturing  
  

On 11 January, Japan and Taiwan hosted the 

Economic and Trade Conference, virtually. 

Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association 

Chairman Mitsuo Ohashi applauded 

Taiwan’s Semiconductor Manufacturing Co 

Ltd (TSMC)'s plans. The cooperation works 

as a “powerhouse,” to resolve chip shortage 

that has hampered “auto production lines and 

affected consumer electronics makers around 

the world.” Ohashi said: "I hope these 

collaborations can continue to expand, and 

positively impact the resilience of both 

Taiwan and Japan's supply chains." He also 

said: "Currently, even though the pandemic 

has blocked exchanges between Japan and 

Taiwan, the economic and trade relationships 

between Japan and Taiwan have continued to 

deepen.” Taiwan also proposed a 

"constructive dialogue" to further join the 

trade pact between the two. 

Reuters 

(Sukanya Bali) 

 

North Korea Continues to Fire Suspected 

Missiles, Disdaining the Security Concerns 

  

 
 

The tension between the US and North Korea 

continues to escalate over the recent two 

ballistic missiles fired by the Pyongyang 

military. Kim Jon Un had ignored the biting 

international sanctions on missile testing and 

has continued to conduct a string of weapon 

tests – including hypersonic missile tests in 

North Korea. Economic meltdown through 

self-imposed coronavirus blockade, North 

Korea has completely neglected cooperation 

with Washington’s attempt for mutual 

agreements on the missile testing.  

https://www.reuters.com/technology/chinas-5g-smartphone-shipments-jump-635-2021-caict-2022-01-14/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chinas-cabinet-says-it-will-promote-transformation-digital-economy-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/business/japan-urges-more-chip-tie-ups-with-taiwan-trade-talks-2022-01-11/


The launches were strategically planned as 

North Korea remains the sole prominent ally 

to China who is preparing to host the Winter 

Olympics while South Korea is set to have a 

presidential election in March. The South 

Korean Military’s Joint Chiefs of Staff has 

confirmed the two suspected ‘short-range 

ballistic missiles’ were tested at the east of 

Pyongyang airport. JCS added that the 

missile was fired around 9 am (0000 GMT), 

they travelled at 380 kilometres (around 240 

miles) at an altitude of 42 km. Japanese 

Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi reported that 

the constant and various missile tests of 

North Korea this year are an attempt “to 

improve its technology and operational 

capability in terms of covert actions”.  

Times of India 

(Narender Kumar) 

 

 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/north-korea-fires-more-suspected-missiles-flouts-new-sanctions/articleshow/88944282.cms

