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Noor Mohammad Saqib is the current Minister for Hajj and Awqaf in Afghanistan. This is 

not his first time working in the Taliban government; he was previously the country's Chief 

Justice during the first stint of the Taliban in power (1996 – 2001), serving as the chief of the 

Taliban’s judiciary. During his time as Chief Justice, he was a noted hardliner, being 

ultraconservative in his judgements. This is not unexpected, as he was engaged and responsible 

for determining and administrating all religious laws in the pre-9/11 Taliban government. 

Much like the majority of members of the Shura council, he was also part of the Doha 

negotiation committee as part of the Taliban’s Qatar office. On January 25th 2001, he was 

sanctioned by the UNSC for his involvement in the previous Taliban government 1. On 

February 23rd, 2001, The UK Office of Financial Sanctions also placed sanctions on him for 

his role in the Taliban regime2. 

 
1 https://www.un.org/press/en/2011/sc10465.doc.htm 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957420/afgha

nistan.pdf 
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He was educated from the Darul 

Uloom Haqqania in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan; this 

madrassa is renowned for being the 

alma matter of numerous 

foundational Taliban leaders, 

including Jalaluddin Haqqani, the 

founder of the Haqqani network, his 

son Sirajuddin - the current leader 

of the network and the Interior Minister- and Akhtar Mansoor, the former leader of the Taliban 

until his death. Saqib was well educated in Islamic studies, having achieved top grades in 

Hadith examinations; this places him among the better-educated members of the Taliban 

ministers. 

Not much is known about his dealings with Pakistan because he is a somewhat reclusive 

figure, despite being the former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Afghanistan. However, 

due to his being educated in Pakistan and having spent many years there, it is reasonable to 

assume that he is sympathetic to the country. 

 

  

              

His early life is somewhat disputed; sources 

indicate he was born in Baragami district in 

Kabul province or Deh Sabz or the Kabul 

Province. Like most Taliban members, he is a 

Pashtun, and he is part of the Ahmadzai 

tribe. His tribal affiliation pits him on the other 

side of senior Taliban leaders who hail from 

the ranks of the powerful Durrani tribe. 

 


