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ABSTRACT  

China’s enthusiasm and financing has diversified globally under the contemporary economic 

and political planning anticipated with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), escalating the 

possibility of risks. China’s worldwide determination and zeal has manifested Chinese 

resources and increased the risks, ranging from attacks by terrorist groups, separatist activities 

to prudent and censorious views towards the Chinese funding. “Among the more than one 

hundred countries that have now signed up to BRI, Pakistan, through the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CEPC), epitomizes most of the challenges that Beijing is confronting in 

the implementation of its BRI-driven international design” 1 . CEPC was outlined by the 

Chinese politician Li Keqiang, regarded as a, “flagship project”2.   

Despite the huge amount of financial and political reserves that China has put into Pakistan, 

there are a number of obstacles that exists. This essay examines the attacks that have been 

conducted in Pakistan with regards to CPEC and the disputed areas the corridor passes through. 

The essay also focuses on the major hindrances that the Chinese workmen and engineers have 

been facing and what has been Pakistan’s stand towards the extremist attacks.  

 

CPEC – A FLAGSHIP PROJECT  

China- Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is one of the most significant initiative, 

strengthening the relationship economic integration between China and Pakistan. CPEC is one 

of the largest commercial initiatives in South Asia, stretching along the length of Pakistan. The 

combined value of the project equals to all the direct investment in the country since the 1970’s 

and the mega project also marks as the China’s largest overseas investment. CPEC has two 

arms that consist of a network of roads, bridges, pipelines, and railways networks that run from 
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China’s westernmost city of Kashgar to each of Pakistan’s major cities before connecting to 

the deep-water ports at Gwadar and Karachi by the Arabian Sea. From end to end the mega 

project stretches over 2,700 kilometers and the scale of the initiative also demonstrates the 

extent of Pakistan- Chinese relationship. Both the countries refer to one another as iron brothers, 

a phrase that dates back to the Cold War, when China and Pakistan joined forces against India. 

Even though both the countries have seen its share of friction, yet the two are indispensable 

allies for each other and CPEC, that was signed in April 2015 serves as a compliment to that 

relationship.  

Besides politics the CPEC is ultimately an economic undertaking that serves multiple goals for 

Beijing. The initiative seeks to open a new trading route to the Indian Ocean allowing the 

Chinese to bypass the maritime choke points in the contentious South China Sea. The growing 

commercial activity would allow the China to develop its remote western cities, meanwhile for 

Pakistan the CPEC provides the much-needed foreign investment and economic opportunities 

along with the risks that come with the initiative. CPEC will also aid to stimulate economic 

growth in Pakistan and improve the living conditions in its underdeveloped western regions.  

 3 

 
3 Lohano, L. (2020). PAKISTAN: China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)-Havoc for the Sindhi people - 

Asian Human Rights Commission. Retrieved 6 November 2020, from http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-

news/AHRC-ART-014-2017/ 
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The China- Pakistan Economic Corridor is being regarded as a Black hole by the residents of 

Gilgit Baltistan, which is condiered to a disputed territory administered by Pakistan. For many 

years, the residents of Gilgit Baltistan have observed impudent misuse of its natural resources 

and deposits which has indeed forced them to raise their voice against the Pakistani government. 

The people residing in Gilgit have not benefitted from the economic corridor and have no 

constitutional right or assurance of political liberties, since all decision-making powers with 

regards to forest, power, tourism and other resources are under the direct control of the Gilgit 

Baltistan council which is headed by the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Gilgit-Baltistan is 

regarded as a disputed territory between India and Pakistan, and is considered to be illegally 

occupied by the Pakistani government. The residents of the region have showed their 

dissatisfaction with the CPEC referring it to be illegal.  

 

EXTREMISM AND PAKISTAN’S RESPONSE  

The success of CPEC is conditional to the security circumstances in the region, which is 

currently afflicted with extremist attacks and insurgencies. The most prominent security threat 

arises from Gwadar, situated in Balochistan, encountering a separatist insurgency. The 

residents of Balochistan have criticized and protested against the economic exploitation, 

prejudice, immigration, and demographic imbalance4. In addition to the various political, 

organizational, and environmental hindrances, two significant security challenges with regards 

to execution of CPEC are: the turmoil in Balochistan and the Islamist hostility in its national 

and global arena. Since the Gwadar port as the fundamental component of the CPEC is situated 

in the Balochistan region, the contemporary insurgency in the region dictates the majority of 

critical challenge for an effective implementation of the economic corridor. Along with the 

Baloch insurgency, there is a distress from the national terrorist organizations (Tehrik-i-

Tabliban Pakistan/TTP) and international Jihadist organizations (Al Qaeda and ISIS). Both 

national and international terror organizations have manipulated this situation to carry out 

extremist activities not only to hinder the country’s economy but also to increase the attacks 

on the Chinese workers.  

On November 23, 2018, three heavily armed militants from the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) 

targeted the Chinese consulate in Karachi. The attack took the lives of two police officers and 

two visa applicants.5 Similar attack was witnessed in August 2018, when a suicide bomber 

attacked a bus carrying Chinese engineers in Balochistan’s Chaghi district. The attack injured 

three Chinese engineers. Currently, about 20,000 Chinese engineers - 10,000 on CPEC are 

working all over Pakistan. ‘In the year 2019, a convoy of 22 vehicles, containing Chinese 

engineers working for the CPEC was attacked in Balochistan, taking the lives of many Chinese 

 
4 SAHAI, D. (2020). China's Terror Dilemma in CPEC: A Xinjiang Strategy. Retrieved 6 November 2020, from 

https://orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ORF_Issue_Brief_225_CPEC.pdf 

 
5 Notezai, M. (2020). Why Balochs Are Targeting China. Retrieved 6 November 2020, from 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/11/why-balochs-are-targeting-china/ 
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workers. The attack was conducted in Karachi city with the aid of a remote-control bomb. 

These extremist attacks are making it difficult for China to utilize the resources in 

Balochistan.’6 ‘On June 29, four militants were killed by police commandos when they tried 

to force their way into the Karachi Stock Exchange,  40 percent of which  owned by a 

consortium of three Chinese Bourses7’.  

Islamist extremists’ attacks towards the Chinese engineers and workers have also escalated in 

Pakistan. The resentment of the Islamist extremist precedes back to the clampdown on Lal 

Masjid in Islamabad in the year 2007, which is regarded as an outcome of the Chinese coercion 

on the Pakistani government. The contemporary suppression of China’s Muslim majority 

region of Xinjiang is also provoking anti-Chinese emotions in Pakistan. The extremist attacks 

against the Chinese workers have forced the Pakistani government to take sturdy and strong 

actions against the militant group, resulting in the abduction and killing of the Chinese nationals. 

In the year 2017, two Chinese workers were abducted at gun point from Quetta, capital of 

Balochistan.  

“The attacks targeting the Chinese consulate in Karachi and Chinese engineers in Balochistan 

suggest that Baloch separatists have changed their modus operandi, becoming more 

radicalized”8.  The Pakistani president and the Army Chief have explicitly criticized the several 

attacks on the Chinese engineers and commended the Pakistani security forces in blocking 

further serious attacks.  

 

CPEC’S SECURITY CONCERNS 

The residents of Baloch have for quiet some time been against the Chinese occupancy and 

venture in Balochistan. They are uncertain regarding the CPEC advancement in their territory 

because many Balochs dread the, ‘wave of investment’9 will result in making them a minority 

group in their own region. The China-Pakistan economic corridor project emerges from the 

Gwadar port in Balochistan which means that China is incapable of moving ahead and therefore 

Beijing has to devise a plan to defend its CPEC funding in Balochistan. It is quite evident that 

China has its own geopolitical and economic concerns in Pakistan. Hence China desires for 

 
6 Chaudhury, D. (2020). Baloch Liberation Army attacks Chinese assets for 3rd time since Aug 2018. Retrieved 

6 November 2020, from https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/baloch-liberation-army-attacks-

chinese-assets-for-3rd-time-since-aug-2018/articleshow/68664144.cms 

 
7 Rising attacks by Baloch separatists increase risks, costs of BRI projects in Pakistan: Report. (2020). Retrieved 

6 November 2020, from https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/surging-attacks-

by-baloch-separatists-increase-risks-costs-of-bri-projects-in-pakistan-

report/articleshow/77050860.cms?from=mdr 

 
8 Notezai, M. (2020). Why Balochs Are Targeting China. Retrieved 6 November 2020, from 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/11/why-balochs-are-targeting-china/ 

 
9 Notezai, M. (2020). Why Balochs Are Targeting China. Retrieved 6 November 2020, from 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/11/why-balochs-are-targeting-china/ 
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CPEC to thrive no matter what. The Chinese government is significantly distressed and 

perturbed by the various attacks on the Chinese workers and engineers.  

The question that arises is whether the Balochs have been able to put forward their 

apprehensions and perspectives? There is no real proof or corroboration with regards to the 

gains that the Balochs will derive from CPEC. Many residents of Balochistan have traded their 

land at lower prices to the capitalist from outside, financing the CPEC. The initiative is 

expected to escalate the tensions between Balochistan and Pakistan and witnessing the 

increasing attacks against the Chinese workers, Pakistan has announced that it will create a 

10,000 strong security force. Pakistan as a country has a past of accomplishing goals in a hurry, 

without considering a proper plan to administer an established understanding of the problem 

under concern. The question that emerges is that, can Pakistan with or without the aid of China 

achieve development in a country that is impacted by insurgencies and terrorism? 

The residents of Balochistan desire advancement and development because around 80 percent 

of the Baloch population reside in underdeveloped areas. In order to bridge the gap between the Balochs 

and Pakistan, the government has to take actions to settle the long political imbalance between the two. 

Today, the population of Balochistan is not illiterate, but are fully acquainted with their rights. Apart 

from this, the youth of Balochistan are well educated but after graduating from colleges they are largely 

unemployed. This can be viewed as a great scope for Pakistan to include the Baloch youths in the CPEC 

initiative, by providing them with employment. The attacks against the Chinese workers is the result of 

the lack of evidence towards the profit that CPEC will bring for the Baloch population. 

 

PAKISTAN’S RESPONSE TO EXTREMIST ATTACKS  

“The government of Pakistan has granted approval for assigning a division of Pakistan Army's special 

security for the protection of Chinese citizens working in Pakistan, President Mamnoon Hussain told 

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday, during a one-on-one meeting”10. Pakistan has deployed 

around 10,000 soldiers for the protection of the Chinese workers and engineers working in the CPEC 

initiative. Out of the 10,000 soldiers, about 5000 are from the special service division of Pakistan Army 

that are specifically skilled for counter-terrorism and security threats.  

“The Pakistani Navy has also agreed to construct a special marine battalion to provide security to the 

Chinese workers at the strategic Gwadar Port being developed by China under the USD 46 billion 

economic corridor”11.  Since the Gwadar port is a significant and paramount part of the CPEC initiative, 

the Pakistani Navy has escalated the monitoring and supervision at the Port. Pakistan is anxious and 

enthusiastic to provide security to the Chinese nationals because it is considering the CPEC to resolve 

 
10 Haider, M. (2020). Army's special security division to protect Chinese workers in Pakistan. Retrieved 6 

November 2020, from https://www.dawn.com/news/1177322 

 
11 Pakistan forms special force for security of Chinese experts in Gwadar. (2020). Retrieved 6 November 2020, 

from https://www.deccanchronicle.com/160105/world-neighbours/article/pakistan-forms-special-force-security-

chinese-experts-gwadar 

 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1177322
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its majority of economic problems. CPEC is regarded as a “game changer”12 by the Pakistani Prime 

Minister. The main concern revolving around the CPEC is that if the initiative is thwarted due to the 

security threats, there is no alternative or backup plan. Therefore, Pakistan has administered various 

paramount measures to create a special task force to safeguard the Chinese nationals. Moreover, CPEC 

is regarded as China’s biggest global economic investment initiative. Pakistan’s inclination and 

aspiration to gain economic, political, and strategic interests from the CPEC, may ensue with a price, 

where it has to sacrifice on its Islamic identity.  
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