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50 Years of the Indian Emergency: Lessons for Democracy
This volume marks the fiftieth anniversary of one of the defining moments of Indian history. It 
examines the Emergency and its aftermath from diverse perspectives – political, historical, legal, 
economic, philosophical, experiential and cultural, among others. Bringing together leading scholars 
and writers, it explores how the Emergency transformed the Indian polity, shaped law enforcement 
and penal practices, the media, student movements, judicial responses, subaltern politics, and literary 
expression. It examines why an analysis of the Emergency remains relevant to current political 
discourse in India.

Professor Peter Ronald deSouza was the Director, Indian Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), 
Rashtrapati Nivas, Shimla, for two terms (2007- 2013) during which period he set up the Tagore Centre 
and the International Centre for Human Development. Prior to that he was a Senior Fellow and Co-
Director of the Lokniti Programme of Comparative Democracy, at the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi (2003-2007) and even earlier was Professor and Head, 
Department of Political Science at Goa University (1996-2003). After serving as Director at IIAS he 
returned to CSDS as Professor in 2014. He is currently Senior Research Associate, African Centre for 
Epistemology and Philosophy of Science (ACEPS), University of Johannesburg. Prof. deSouza has 
served as a consultant to UNESCO; International IDEA; UNDP; The World Bank; Inter Parliamentary 
Union (IPU); Ford Foundation and Social Science Research Council (SSRC), New York (2001). He is an 
independent scholar.

Harsh Sethi worked as Consulting Editor of the monthly seminar for two decades. Earlier he was with 
Sage Publications as Acquisitions Editor. He also held positions of Fellow at the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies, and Deputy Director at the Indian Council of Social Science Research. He has co-
edited several books including Foul-Play: Chronicles of Corruption, and contributed chapters and 
written both research and popular articles. His major areas of interest are the Political Economy of 
Development, Social Movements and Human Rights and Civil Society Organizations.
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ABOUT O.P. JINDAL GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

JGU has 16,000+ students, 1100+ full-time faculty members, and 2900+ administrative staff in its fully 
residential campus. JGU’s twelve schools focus on Law, Business & Management, International Affairs, 
Public Policy, Liberal Arts & Humanities, Journalism, Art & Architecture, Banking & Finance, 
Environment & Sustainability, Psychology & Counselling, Languages & Literature and Public Health & 
Human Development. Over the last decade, JGU has grown into an institution that brings full-time 
faculty from 50+ countries in the world, students from 100+ countries and has collaborated with 575+ 
leading institutions in 80+ countries which makes the learning experience truly international.

O.P. Jindal Global University (JGU) is a non-profit, multi-disciplinary and research oriented university 
founded in 2009. JGU was established as a philanthropic initiative of its Founding Chancellor, Mr. 
Naveen Jindal in memory of his father, Mr. O.P. Jindal.

The Jindal Global Law School, has retained its number one rank in India for six consecutive years and 
remains the only Indian law school listed in the Global Top 100 by the QS World University Rankings by 
Subject 2025. Furthermore, JGU holds the distinction of being India’s top private university for Arts & 
Humanities and Politics & International Studies (within the Top 201-250 globally). It ranks among the 
top two private universities in India for Economics & Econometrics, among the top three private 
universities in India (Top 274 in the world) for Social Sciences & Management, and among the top six 
private universities in India for Business & Management Studies (Top 500 in the world) as per the QS 
World University Rankings by Subject 2025. In 2020, JGU was recognised as an ‘Institution of 
Eminence’ by the Ministry of Education, Government of India.

JGU is ranked Number 1 in the world with the highest overall score amongst all universities and 
awarded ‘Gold’ by the Times Higher Education (THE) Online Learning Rankings 2024. JGU has been 
ranked as India’s Number 1 Private University for three years in a row by the prestigious QS World 
University Rankings 2023. JGU has been recognised among the Top 150 universities globally under the 
age of 50 years by the QS Young University Rankings. JGU has also been recognised in the Top 500 
Universities as per the QS Graduate Employability Rankings 2022. 
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